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The new $6 range 


Finance packages available 
Reconditioned lifts 
Transmission jacks 

Part ex deals welcome 


to anti-roll 
bar repair 


Fast, economical, long lasting 


QUICK AND EASY TO USE 


Remove the roll bar assembly, 
exposing the worn areas. 
Clean, degrease and roughen 
the worn areas. The old 
bushes can be re-used. 


For more information please contact: 
Tel:0121 585 2724 
Fax: 0121 585 2725 
e-mail: sales@somerstotalkare.co.uk 
www.somerstotalkare.co.uk 
Open the sachet of Eli-Flex Still the original and beat for over 30 years 
by cutting the foil along the 
marked lines. Pull the sides 
apart until the separator pops 
up. Remove the divider clip. 


Mix by kneading and 
squashing the pack until it 
warms up. (3-4 mins.) Slice 
open any corner with a knife 
or scissors. 


Squeeze out the resin onto 
the worn areas of the roll bar. 
Spread evenly around bar with 
a flat edged implement. 
(Eli-Flex spatula available on 
request). 


Refit the old bushes and 
tighten the assembly. Wipe 
away any excess resin. Allow 
to cure for 1-2hrs. Return 
vehicle to service. It couldn’t 
be easier! 


Now that you have the 
instructions all you need is 
Eli-Flex! 

Contact Aram at 

Eli-Chem Resins on 


aram@elichem.co.uk 
www.elichem.co.uk 


Tel: 01483 450066 
Fax: 01483 450067 
Mobile: 07711 669607 


Eli-Flex anti-roll bar repair 
NO WEAR. NOWHERE. 


2 21 July 2005 routeONE 


MTB Equipment Ltd 

Sixth Avenue, Zone 2, 

Deeside Industrial Park, 

Deeside, Flintshire CHS 2LD 

Tel: 0870 870 1282 

Fax: (01244) 289818 

E-mail: mtb@mtb-equipment.com 
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ALMOST exactly four years to 
the day after Glenvale Transport 
Ltd (GTL) came into existence, 
the business, which has an O- 
licence for 280 vehicles, 850 staff 


and around 25% of the 


Merseyside bus market, has been 


Is it really just 12 years? 


EVERYONE in the industry must by now be aware 
that the end is nigh when it comes to Routemasters 
in normal London service. Transport for London (TfL) 
may have courted controversy with its plans for 
these iconic red double-deckers, but the world, and 
the debate, moves on. 

In this issue of routeONE two of our contributors put 
the RM in its true historic perspective. Writing under 
the non de plume Dennis Falcon, our anonymous 
industry executive recognises the RM’s technologically 
advanced design, but notes that, if measured against 
bus patronage figures, it was a failure. 

He correctly observes that buses alone can’t achieve 
modal shift. The hearts and minds of the travelling 
public need to be captured, while Government and 
local authorities also need to be on-side. 

Meanwhile, in our accessPLUS supplement that well- 
known champion of accessible coaches and buses, 
Andrew Braddock, makes the rather startling 
observation that it is just 12 years since the first low- 
floor buses took to the streets in the UK. And, who'd 
have thought when the London Low-floor Bus Project 
was announced in 1993 that the capital will be 100% 
easy-access by the end of 2005 with RMs — albeit the 
heavily refurbished variety that are the bus industry 
equivalent of Trigger’s broom - relegated to the two 
heritage routes? 

Low-floor developments forced manufacturers — and 
operators — to think outside the bus. Instead of a focus 
on getting vehicles out on to the road, there’s been a 
commendable shift in favour of providing a service that 


doubts that this may in fact be the case have been 
dispelled during the on-going judging process for the 
inaugural routeONE Awards. 

Excellence is at the heart of what we are trying to 
achieve through publishing this magazine, and our 
Awards serve to highlight the fine achievements among 
the best coach and bus operators. 

The judging process acts as a reminder that the 
Awards presentation evening is 11 weeks away on 5 
October at the National Motorcycle Museum, which is 
close to the NEC. You might be lulled into a false sense 
of security, thinking there’s plenty of time to book your 
place for this gala dinner, but | would seriously advise 
you to stake your claim as soon as possible. Not only is 
the supply of hotel accommodation in the area around 
the NEC fast running short, but places at the Awards 
dinner are very limited. Visit www.route-one-excellence 
awards.net or ring Ricky Dent on 0870 241 8745 for 
details. 

When we 
announce our 
Awards winners it 
will be confirmation 
that excellence in 
the PSV industry is 
not measured by 
the make or type of 
vehicle you operate, 
but by the quality of 
the service that you 
provide. 


sold to Stagecoach. £3.4 million 
is being paid in cash and GTL’s 
net debt of £7.8 million ona 
business with an annualised 
turnover of approximately £25 
million, is being assumed. 


suits the public. 
Putting the passenger first was no bad idea because it 
changed a mind-set within an industry wedded to the 
idea that it ran buses. It now believes that it carries 
passengers. Revolutionary, or what? 
Simultaneously there’s been a radical re-think about Mike Morgan 
what is considered to be excellent, and any lingering Editor 


lel: O870 241 8745 


Fax: 0870 241 8891 eaders » asked to fill in a form 
E-mail: mike.mor to ensure that 
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Glenvale, never the 


After seve 


become 


LMOST exactly four 
A years to the day after 
Glenvale Transport 
Ltd (GTL) came _ into 
existence, the business, 
which has an O-licence for 
280 vehicles, 850 staff and 
around 25% of the 
Merseyside bus market, has 
been sold to Stagecoach. 
£3.4 million is being paid in 
cash and GTL’s net debt of 
£7.8 million on a business 
with an annualised turnover 
of approximately £25 
million, is being assumed. 
Stagecoach has bought the 
Glenvale name, but will trade 
as Stagecoach Merseyside. 
Glenvale Managing Director, 
Dominic Brady, has left the 
company, which is being 
managed by UK Bus Managing 
Director Les Warneford until a 
permanent appointment is 


made at a later date. 

Group shares rose slightly by 
0.7p to | 14.5p last Wednesday 
morning following the news 
and Stagecoach Chief 
Executive Brian Souter was 
upbeat. “Glenvale is a 
substantial independent city- 
centre bus operator,” he 
explained. “It’s an excellent 
strategic fit with Stagecoach’s 
successful UK Bus division. We 


are _—_ excited by the 
opportunities to grow revenue 
and improve _ profitability 


through innovation, investment 
and by applying Stagecoach’s 
operational expertise.” 

Mr Souter’s enthusiasm is 
understandable. Glenvale’s 
operations are in what bus 
people euphemistically like to 
call ‘good bus operating 
territory.’ It gives Stagecoach a 


major new presence in the 
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Merseytravel area although 
there has been no official 
comment from that 
organisation. Press Officer 
Mike Kiddey told route 
that this was because GTL’s 
network had been entirely 
commercial. 

There is little doubt that 
GTL was a prize that several of 
the major bus operating groups 
would have liked to secure. 
The fact that it finally fell to 
Stagecoach is noteworthy. The 
Perth-based group has a history 
of walking away from what it 
feels are overvalued deals, 
certainly as far as its UK 
investments have been 
concerned. However it didn’t 
walk away from GTL. 

On the face of it Glenvale 
ought to have been a licence to 
print money and in an interview 
last year its Managing Director, 


ne 
There is little doubt that GTL was a prize that several of the major bus operating groups would have liked to secure 


Dominic Brady said that the 
business was not for sale in any 
circumstances. It was only one 
third of its way to optimum size 
and there was even talk of 
possible expansion in the 
London market. 

Following the purchase of 
130-vehicle CMT Buses in June 
2003, Mr Brady told the 
Liverpool Daily Post that he had 
“plans to spend £1.25 milliona 
year for the next six years 
buying new vehicles to 
gradually replace his aging 
fleet.” He said: “Glenvale is a 
major success story and we are 
definitely striving to be the 
number one bus operator on 
Merseyside. All of this has been 
achieved without a single penny 
of subsidy and | am really 
proud of that.” 

Mr Brady has had a high 
profile career on Merseyside. 


As a young Liverpool city 
councillor, he was Chairman of 
Liverpool City Council’s 
Education Committee and a 
member of the Merseyside 
Passenger Authority in the 
1980s. He was one of 47 rebel 
Militant Labour councillors led 
by Derek Hatton who were 
debarred from office for five 
years by the district auditor in 
March 1987 after failing to set 
a budget. It didn’t stop him 
from being appointed to the 
board of Merseybus where 
one union official later 
described him as a “tough nut.” 

Mr Brady helped Merseybus 
become employee-owned 
MTL in December 1992 and he 
went on to become Managing 
Director of MTL London which 
was bought as part of the 
London Buses privatisation. 
Fellow MTL board director, lan 


bookies’ favourite 


Campbell became Finance 
Director. Following Metroline’s 
purchase of the London 
business, Mr Brady returned to 
Merseyside as MTL 
Commercial Director, but his 
services were not retained by 
Arriva when it bought the 
business in January 2000 for 
£34.7 million. 

Mr Brady’s opportunity to 
return to the fray came in 2001. 
The Office of Fair Trading 
(OFT) had ruled that one of 
MTL Liverpool depots had to 
be hived off and sold by Arriva 
if a full Competition Comm- 
ission Enquiry was to be 
avoided. The — substantial 
Gillmoss garage was chosen 
and Arriva was given six 
months to complete a sale. 
When likely purchaser Go- 
Ahead withdrew the day 
before a protracted deal was 
due to be completed, the OFT 
gave Arriva another six months. 
This time Mr Brady and former 
MTL London colleague lan 
Campbell, who had been 
short-listed the first time 
around, were successful. MTL 
(Gillmoss) Ltd, renamed 
Glenvale Transport after Mr 
Brady’s racehorse Glenvale 
Walk, took control of the |20- 
vehicle depot on |5 July 2001. 
No price has been disclosed, 
but Arriva’s accounts for that 
time show receipt of £1. 
million from disposals. 

Mr Brady, who owns 49% of 
the company, assumed day-to- 
day control with support from 
Mr Campbell, by now a full- 
time corporate financier, and 
part-time Chairman Richard 
Connell. Two thirds of the fleet 
were aging former London 
Titans with the balance made 
up of Metrobuses as well as 
some Dennis Darts, Volvo Bés, 
MetroRiders and a Leyland 
National. 

What has been striking over 
the subsequent four years has 
been the lack of investment. 
Glenvale has never bought a 
new bus, Mr Brady arguing last 
year that the capital cost was 
never rewarded by increased 
passengers. Towards the end of 
2003, GTL was called before 
North West Traffic Comm- 


issioner Beverley Bell who said: 


“Had it not been for your co- 
operation...1 would have cut 
this fleet in half.” During a first 
VOSA inspection of 48 vehicles, 
12 were served with 
immediate prohibitions, eight 
were delayed and six received 
inspection notices. At a second 
inspection, 35 buses were 
tested. Seventeen were given 
immediate prohibitions, three 
delayed and ||! received 
inspection notices. “All of these 
had been certified as fit for use 
by Glenvale Transport,” 
explained Vehicle Inspector 
Dave Hornby at the Public 
Inquiry. “Seventy-five per cent 
of the Glenvale fleet had an 
average age of 20 years, and 
the remaining 25% has an 
average age of nine years. | 
would recommend the 
company purchase new 
vehicles, which would bring 
down the average age of the 
fleet, and reduce the likelihood 
of these repeat defects.” 

In a statement issued after 
the hearing Mr Brady said: 
“Everyone at Glenvale is 
committed to making the 
necessary improvements and 
has given the Commissioner a 
public commitment that 
reliability levels will improve.” 
Action was swift, but perhaps 
not what many would have 
expected. Seventy double 
deckers were replaced on a 
one for one basis with former 
Stagecoach 10-year-old step 
entrance Darts and Volvo Bés 
bought through Ensignbus. 
One or two still retained 
Stagecoach livery at the time of 
the sale of the business. 

But one major investment 
that GTL did make which 
fundamentally changed its 
overall profile on Merseyside at 
a stroke was the purchase of 
CMT Buses, taking combined 
fleet strength to over 300. 
Named after daughters of 
founders Jim and Margaret 
Grant, CMT was run by their 
brothers, joint Managing 
Directors Jeff and Graham. 
Commercial operations had 
started in 1991 and, once they 
became available in the mid- 
1990s, the firm had consistently 
invested in new low floor 
buses, buying Volvo BIOLs, 


“Don’t worry, you can count on the drivers’ loyalty, Mr Souter” 


BIOBLEs and Super Pointer 
Darts. It also gave Glenvale a 
base in Aintree. 

Under the terms of the 
original sale of Gillmoss, Arriva 
was barred from competing on 
the divested routes for three 
years. This didn’t stop Glenvale 
from making registrations and, 
since July last year, Arriva 
started slowly racking up the 
pressure. But GTL always lived 
under the shadow of the 
proposed Merseytram which 
would have been direct 
competition. Last December 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Alistair Darling gave approval 
for Line | to go ahead. GTL had 
argued against the tram in its 
submissions during the Public 
Enquiry. It said that it provided 
50% of the services along the 
proposed tram route. “While 
the impact of competition for 
customers from the proposed 
tram on GTL cannot be 
precisely predicted, it’s likely to 
result in the loss of revenue of 
up to £10 million per year, of 
between 75 and 91 buses and 
of between | 40 and 305 jobs.” 


routeONE 
Comment 


EVEN taking into account the 
cost of purchasing CMT Buses, 


the level of debt associated 
with Glenvale seems high for 
what should have been a cash 
generating business. 
Stagecoach has already said 


Despite the fact that it might 
gain financially from the sale, 
the company continued that 
“compulsory purchase of part 
of GTL’s Gillmoss bus depot 
site for the purpose of Line | 
adds insult to injury, and would 
further impair GTL's ability to 
operate in competition with 
the tram. In the light of the 
failure of Merseytravel to make 
out a cogent case for the tram, 
there can be no compelling 
reason for compulsory 
acquisition of part of GTL's land 
such as to satisfy the criteria set 
out in statute. Moreover, if the 
tram is to be built at all, an 
alternative alignment could be 
found either using the A580 
central reservation or running 
along its southern side. This 
would avoid taking any GTL 
land.” Faced with spiralling 
costs, Mr Darling gave Line | 
the red light in June, but the 
Liverpool Echo had already 
reported three months earlier 
that a confidential prospectus 
for Glenvale had been 
prepared by corporate finance 
advisors Ballard, Campbell & 


that it plans to modernise the 
fleet which will result in some 
additional capital expenditure 
during the financial year ending 
30 April 2006. 

The purchase __ brings 
Stagecoach into direct 
competition with Arriva in a 
highly competitive, but 
potentially lucrative market. 


Partners in cooperation with 
the shareholders including lan 
Campbell (11%) and Barings 
merchant Bank (40%), and 
distributed to potential 
purchasers. 

Interested parties included 
separate consortiums bidding 
to run the tram, Transdev and 
the ultimately successful Keolis. 
They had reportedly been in 
discussions with Glenvale on a 
possible purchase as long ago as 
last summer. Go-Ahead, 
National Express and Stage- 
coach were also named as 
potential buyers in the 
speculative Press. 

The Liverpool Echo reported 
in early June that GTL drivers 
were threatening to strike 
“over claims that they had not 
been paid for | | days,” due, the 
company said, to a “bank 
error.” A month later Dominic 
Brady told route()NE that 
Glenvale was continuing to 
explore its future financing 
options and that no 
announcement was imminent. 
Then came news of the sale to 
Stagecoach. 


How the two groups adjust 
to the new reality will be 
followed with _ interest. 
Stagecoach has won one of the 
few medium-sized city bus 
prizes left. 

It’s core business for Brian 
Souter and his team, and an 
opportunity they 
undoubtedly be relishing. 


will 
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Transdev set to take over 
Yellow Buses 


Andy Izatt 


pm RENCH operator 
a Transdev is named as 
the preferred bidder 
to take over Yellow Buses, 
Bournemouth. 

Its offer to purchase the 
municipal bus operator from 
Bournemouth Borough 
Council was recommended by 
the council’s Cabinet and the 
Quality Services & Value for 
Money Scrutiny Panel last 
Friday (15 July). 

The deal is subject to 
agreement by Full Council on 
26 July and detailed 
negotiations are continuing, 
with final agreement subject 
to Government approval. 

Bournemouth Transport, 
trading as Yellow Buses, 
celebrated its centenary in 
2002. It employs 356 people 
and owns | |2 buses, including 


Dennis Darts, Lances, 
Dominators and Tridents, 
Leyland Fleetlines, Volvo 
Citybuses = and B7TLs. 


Fourteen coaches operating 
on National Express diagrams 
include Volvo BIOMs, BI2Bs 
and Scania L94s. 
Bournemouth Borough 
Council says that Transdev 
offered the highest bid to 


purchase 100% of 
Bournemouth _ Transport’s 
shares. It has agreed to retain 
and promote the Yellow Buses 
name and identity, provide the 
Council with a 10% 
shareholding in the company 
and accept the full pension 
deficit liabilities which, at the 
time of the bid, were 
estimated to be around £3.8 
million. The Potential Capital 
Gains Tax liability will also be 
taken over from 
Bournemouth Transport Ltd 
and a commitment has been 
given to use the bus depot 
with claw-back provisions to 
the Council in the event of a 
sale or re-financing within the 
first ten years. 

The sale of Yellow Buses 
follows a two-stage bidding 
process. Seven companies 
which made offers were 
reduced to five at the first 
stage (routeONE, News, 30 
June). The shortlist comprised 
First, Go-Ahead, Hong Kong 
Citybus, Stagecoach and 
Transdev. Councillor Adrian 
Fudge, Cabinet Member for 
Resources, said: “By selling the 
company, we can concentrate 
on our core services, including 
our responsibility as a 
transport authority, without 


Record year for 
Dodds of Troon 


SCOTTISH operator 
Dodds of Troon says that 
it’s bringing record 
numbers of Northern 
Ireland visitors to Scotland 
this year. 

Dodds, with offices in Ayr 
and Larne, expects to coach 
some 10,000 people across 
the Irish Sea this year, 5% up 
on last year. 

The company says this 
year’s favourite attractions are 
the Royal Highland Show, the 
Edinburgh Tattoo, Oban, Fort 
William, Mull and Dunoon. 

Dodds’ Northern Ireland 
Manager, Heather Knox, said: 
“Our 2005 tours started in 
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March and since then have 
been running at almost full 
capacity. Scotland is proving 
especially popular this year, 
despite people in Northern 
Ireland cutting back on 
expenditure. 

“| think it’s a combination of 
things - Scotland’s spectacular 
scenery, the inexpensive all-in 
tours, the excellent hotels and 
the traditional entertainment, 
especially on tours to Skye, 
Dunoon and Ullapool.” 

She said one tour in 
particular was a stand-out 
success for people from 
Northern Ireland: “The tour to 
Carrbridge takes visitors to 


the conflict of requiring a 
dividend. Part of the proceeds 
from selling Yellow Buses will 
bring with them the 
opportunity to reinvest in 
sustainable transport and 
social routes in the future.” 

Transdev’s UK _ division, 
Transdev plc, is a major 
provider of London bus 
services through its wholly- 
owned subsidiaries London 
United and London Sovereign 
and is also a shareholder with 
the council in Nottingham City 
Transport (NCT). 

In partnership with NCT, 
Transdev also operates the 
Nottingham Express Transit 
tram network and has more 
recently been chosen as the 
partner of Transport Initiatives 


Broomhill - Glenbogle in the 
BBC series Monarch of the 
Glen. That has generated huge 
interest - | think our customers 
expect to see Tom Baker, 
Susan Hampshire, Simone 
Lahbib and Anthony Head 
strolling along the main street 
as they drive through.” 

Dodds of Troon claims to be 
Scotland’s leading coach tour 
operator, with 150 tours and 
short breaks in 2005 


The Yellow Buses identity is 


m. Neetcaheil. 


expected 


to be retained 


Edinburgh (tie) to develop the 
new Edinburgh tram scheme. 

Internationally  Transdey, 
which is a subsidiary of the 
Caisse des Dépots et 
Consignations, runs buses, 
coaches, ferries, trams and 
trains through 80 subsidiaries 
in six countries. 

Cities where the company 
operates include Porto, 
Melbourne, Rome, and the 
east of the Paris region 
through French regional 
centres such as Grenoble, 
Montpellier, Orléans and 


Strasbourg to smaller towns 
including Briangon or Autun. 
Turnover is over euro 1.3 
billion (£0.9bn) and it has also 
just won a bid for operations 
in Genoa. 


throughout Scotland, England, 
Northern Ireland, the Republic 
of Ireland and Wales and, for 
the first time, offering a day 
trip to France. With bases in 
Ayr and Larne, it operates a 
modern fleet of 20 coaches 
ranging from 18 to 51 seats. 

The company currently 
employs 35 people and will 
carry in excess of 125,000 
passengers on tours and 
private hire in 2005. 


Bluebird stretches Its wings 


STAGECOACH Bluebird 
has secured a sizable 
chunk of work following 
Aberdeenshire County 
Council’s latest tender 
round - which _ itself 
follows a two-year ‘best 
value’ review by the 
authority. 

Reports vary as to the 
extent of the win. The 
operator says that it has 
secured around 1|80 local 
service and school contracts, 
around 25% of the work 
available, while a spokesman 
for Aberdeenshire put the 
number at 104, estimating it 
closer to a third of the work. 
Contracts are mostly for five 
years with an option for 
another two, and take affect 
from the start of the new 


some may have to close as a 
result. “Finances will dictate 
it,” he said, claiming that 
Stagecoach representatives 
had approached drivers as 
they fulfilled their school 
runs towards the end of the 
current school year with a 
view to recruiting them after 
the work _ transferred. 
Approaches by Stagecoach 
to local operators and 
haulage firms to park 
vehicles on their premises 
have also come in for 
criticism. 

Alexander (Northern) — 
predecessor to Bluebird — 
used to operate depots 
across the north east of 
Scotland. Following 
takeover by Stagecoach as 
part of the Scottish Bus 


consolidated, closing garages 
and selling sites. 

Lisa Henry, Stagecoach 
North East Marketing 
Manager, told route that 
Bluebird would need around 
62 additional vehicles for the 
new contracts. The firm 
currently has an O-Licence 
for 439 with garages at 
Aberdeen, Ballater, 
Stonehaven, Elgin, MacDuff, 
Peterhead, Inverness and 
Perth as well as outstations at 
around another 15 locations. 

“Our submission was 
commercial and to the same 
terms and conditions that 
were open to other 
operators,” explained Ms 
Henry. “Some bids were 
grouped together where we 
determined cost efficiencies 


ago Bluebird lost a substantial 
amount of contract work 
through the tender process. 
We have gained back the 
majority of the market share 
that we lost. We have been 
looking at numerous 
possibilities to either rent or 
buy space to park buses and 
operate them, including 
approaching operators that 
have lost work as a result of 
the tender process. 

“Our need for additional 
staff has increased,” she 
added. “There is a heavy 
recruitment campaign 
through newspapers, radio 
and TV as well as distributing 
leaflets and application forms 
in many areas. We would 
welcome any PCV drivers 
from any of our companies, 


school year on 15 August. 
The news has_ been 
greeted with consternation 
by some smaller operators 
in the area, generating press 


Group 


coverage in the local 
newspaper, The Press & 
Journal. Other than 


Stagecoach and the local 
authority, no ther operator 
that routeQNE contacted 
was prepared to talk on the 
record about what had 
happened. However, one 
operator who did not want 
to be named said: “Many 
people are putting a brave 
face on it.” "He added that 


privatisation, it 


Ge i, 


: SCHOOL a 


SCHOOL a 


news in brief 


£ll.6m programme for 


Bolton and Wigan 


QUALITY Bus Corridors form an 
integral part of Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport’s plans to 
spend £11.6 million on improving 
public transport in Bolton and 
Wigan over the next year. 

The Transport Infrastructure Fund 
investment will come from the 
Authority, Bolton Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Wigan Metropolitan Borough 
Council and the Government. 

The fund was set up in 2001 to 
improve public transport in areas of 
Greater Manchester that will not 
receive a direct benefit from an 
expansion of Metrolink. Bus stops will 
be upgraded and pedestrian signs to bus 
and train stations improved. 


Lothian Buses drivers 


strike over pay deal 


LOTHIAN BUSES drivers held a 
one-day strike on Monday after 
being offered a 5% pay increase by 
out for just over 6%. 

Two further one-day strikes are 
planned for later this month while an 
indefinite overtime ban by drivers has 
meant a limited Saturday bus timetable 
operates for the remainder of the week. 

Chief Executive Neil Renilson said the 
union's pay demands would force fare 
increases. He said: “It's very regrettable 
the union has refused the offer of arbitra- 
tion to settle this dispute.” 

The T&G says that the 5% offer was 
tied to roster and route changes, which 
would lead to more weekend work. 


could be gained. Three years 


or others to apply.” 


Stagecoach Bluebird secures major Aberdeenshire school bus wins 


Legoland Windsor 


theme park sold 


Legoland Windsor is among the 
theme parks sold as loss-making 
Lego concentrates on its core toy- 
making business. 

Private equity firm Blackstone has 
paid £258.3 million to merge its recently 
acquired Merlin Entertainments theme 
parks with Lego’s. Blackstone will hold 
70% of Merlin, which will in turn own 
Legoland theme parks, and Lego the 
remaining 30%. Merlin currently 
operates the Sea Life, Earth Explorer 
and Dungeons attractions and was 
acquired by Blackstone in May for 
£102.5m. Merlin’s attractions will have a 
combined 12 million visitors. Lego lost 
Dkr 1.2 billion (£114.2 million) before 
tax last year. 


If you thought the stars were 
beyond your limits, think again, 
the brightest star on the horizon 
is now within your reach. 


Reach for a star, choose Centro. 


mm PLAXTON 


setting new standards 


Plaxton Centro 
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Electronic driver licence 
check comes to the UK 


Mel Holley 


a PERATORS now 
Pi have help with the 

problem of banned 
drivers giving false 
information to gain 
employment. 

A new _licence-checking 
software has been launched by 
Intelligent Data Systems in a 
venture with Interactive 
Driving Systems. 

The Licence Check service 
combines the risk assessment 
and information management 
systems of the award-winning 
Virtual Fleet Risk Manager 


software with the unique 
electronic DVLA access offered 
by Intelligent Data Systems. A 
similar system has been 
successfully used in the USA. 
The service allows 
operators to check the licences 
of employees and others who 
drive on company business to 
confirm: (1) their licence is 
valid, (2) employee is licensed 
to drive the vehicle allocated to 
them and (3) details of any 
driving licence endorsements. 
Unique electronic data 
interfaces with the DVLA, 
enabling checking and 
verification of individual driving 


Excelsior goes high-spec 


WELL-KNOWN 
Coast operator, Excelsior 
Coaches, has used its just 
published Winter 2005/6 


South 


brochure’ to _ publicly 
launch a new livery on a 


fleet of leather-seated 
coaches. 

Designed around the 
marketing message 


‘excelsior... the exception,’ 
the new livery reflects the 
upgrading of the Excelsior 
‘coach travel experience’ for 
both holiday and corporate 
clientele. 

Improvements include 
new destinations and a more 
tailored courier and 
information-driven holiday 
experience for Excelsior 


clients. 
The new 24-page full 
colour brochure includes 


domestic Weekend Breaks, 
Turkey & Tinsel and 
Christmas Theme Breaks. 
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British and 
European 
Christmas 
Markets are 
given their 
oo "4 own section, as 
are European 
Breaks and 
one Easter Holidays. 
Prices start 

from £119, fora 
two-night 
Murder Mystery package in 
Torquay, and rise to £479 for 
a six-night full-board 
Christmas in the Highlands 
tour. 

The brochure’s front page 
shows the company’s 


recently delivered new 
Volvo/Caetano in the new 
livery. 


According to Managing 
Director, Ken Robbins: “A 
firm order has been placed 
for two new Esker Cimo 
coaches for delivery shortly, 
with discussions taking place 
with Caetano for delivery of a 
further four new coaches in 
August. 

“With the exception of 
one standard 53-seater from 
Caetano, the other coaches 
are finished to a_ high 
specification, which includes 
full-leather seating through- 
out and each coach, including 
the midi-coaches, has a rear 
toilet and servery.” 


licences and delivery of results 
in a secure web-based format. 

The data is fed directly into 
the Virtual Fleet Risk Manager’s 
information system, allowing 
drivers to be effectively 
indexed and relevant risk 
management countermeasures 
generated depending on their 
violation/ offence record. 

It is the only electronic 
solution available in the UK. 
Developed in conjunction with 
DVLA, it submits and receives 
licence information electronic- 
ally to highlight organisational 
exposure to ‘at risk’ drivers, 
who can be helped with 


tailored risk management 
programs, including more 
frequent Licence Checks than 
for low risk drivers. 

It is simple to implement — 


clients provide an Excel 
spreadsheet of participant 
driver names, employee 


numbers and addresses, after 
which the entire process is fully 


managed — providing an 
effective intervention with 
minimum operational 
disruption. 


For details of the Licence 
Check service contact Andy 
Cuerden on 01484 400399 or 


e-mail andycuerden@roadrisk.net 


NNew management 
standards introduced 


NEW standards to help 
develop world-class manage- 
ment and leadership skills in 
the UK coach and bus 
industry have been 
introduced by GoSkills, the 
Sector Skills Council for 
passenger transport, in 
partnership with key 
employers including Arriva, 
First, Go-Ahead, Stagecoach 
and Travel West Midlands. 


Amsterdam 


The standards - Managing in 
Road Passenger Transport - are 
based on those previously 
developed by the Management 
Standards Centre (MSC) and 
are the result of two years 
extensive research by GoSkills 
to establish best practice across 
the bus and coach industry. 

Details about Managing in 
Road Passenger Transport are 


m PLUS 


Eurolines PLUS competes with ultra low-cost fares 
EUROLINES has launched 


a premium service to 
Amsterdam under the 
Eurolines PLUS brand. It 
follows the successful 
introduction of a similar 
service to Paris last year. 
Enhanced standards include 
greater legroom than an airline 
economy seat, free personal 
headphones for onboard 
audio and video entertainment 


that can be taken away, 
complementary free drinks on 
P&O as well as Eurotunnel, 
and a passenger seat section at 
check-in. 

The service operates up to 
25 times a week from Victoria 
Coach Station, London and 
euro | million (£690,000) has 
been invested in new coaches. 
Fares have not been increased 
and cost as little as £16 single. 


Main Deal 
BUSES ‘aaa SALES 


COACHES BMG SERVICE 


TRUCKS peli PARTS 


ROAD SHOW FALKIRK WHEEL 9th AUG 05 

THERE WILL BE A VARIETY OF COACHES ON DISPLAY 
INCLUDING KINGLONG, PRO BUS 35 SEATER, SCHOOL BUS & 
FALCON SERVICE BUS 


REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVERED ALL DAY 


FINANCE ADVISERS WILL BE ON HAND TO DISCUSS 
FINANCE TO SUIT YOUR BUDGET 


—_ 
TO ENTER THE PRIZE DRAW FOR A GALLON OF SCOTCH 
WHISKY FILL IN THE COUPON BELOW AND HAND IT TO 
THE STAND ON THE DAY OR SEND IT TO THE ADDRESS 


BELOW BEFORE 7th AUG 05 


THERE IS ALSO A SHOW AT SCOTCH CORNER ON 4th 
AUG 05 


COMPANY NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE NUMBER: 

CONTACT: | 
POSITION HELD: ! 


BMC Commercial (Scotland) Ltd. 
Station Yard, Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire AB5! OEZ 
Tel: 01651 872864 www.bmcukitd.com Fax: 0165! 872843 


routeONE 2) july 2005 9 


routeONE 


Licensing question over 
converted fire engine 


Mike Jewell 


"™ © ALES Traffic 
Vj ae 
Sie elie Commissioner 


" David Dixon has 
adjourned consideration of 
regulatory action against 
the PSV O-licence held by 
Llanelli-based Douglas 
Simister, trading as S W 
Limos, for further 
argument over whether or 
not a fire engine converted 
to carry passengers ought 
to be on the O-licence. 

Mr  Simister, of 19 
Springfields, Morfa Park, 
Llanelli, who holds a national 
licence for three vehicles, had 
been called to a public inquiry 
following an ‘S’ marked 
prohibition to the fire engine. 

He said that, in addition to 
the fire engine, he had one 
double decker and two 
minibuses. He also ran a fleet 


of eight stretch limousines. He 
maintained that the fire engine 
did not need to be on the O- 
licence as it only carried eight 
people. 

Vehicle Examiner Alister 
Price carried out a 
maintenance _ investigation 
following the issue of the 
prohibition to the fire engine 
for a damaged body panel, a 
cut tyre and a trail of smoke. 

At the time the fire engine 
was displaying a PSV O-licence 
identity disc and was said to be 
carrying 16 passengers. No 
vehicles were examined at the 
depot and no maintenance 
records or drivers’ defect 
books could be produced. The 
O-licence identity disc was still 
on the fire engine but Mr 
Simister claimed it was a 
mistake. 

After the Commissioner 
had said that the issue was the 
number of seats, Mr Price said 


that, when seats were 
removed, there was a flat area 
over the bolt holes capable of 
securely holding the seats 
down. Pictures had been 
taken of the vehicle at the 
roadside with the seats in 
place. 

Referring to the prohibition, 
Mr Simister said that the cut in 
the tyre was not deep and the 
smoke problem was repaired 
but the fault reappeared again 
two days later. There were no 
maintenance records for the 
fire engine as it was not 
licensed as a PCV. He claimed 
that the Vehicle Examiner had 
not asked for the maintenance 
records for the other vehicles 
and said that, if Mr Price visited 
the site the following day, they 
would all be available for him. 

After the Commissioner had 
said that he was concerned 
about safety and compliance 
with the law, Mr Simister 


replied: “I know it’s legal, there 
is a loophole in the law.” He 
claimed he’d had advice from 
the Ammanford Test Station 
Manager on the conversion of 
the fire engine. 

Asked about a newspaper 
report about the double 
decker being fitted out as a 
night club, with a Karaoke and 
alcohol being sold on the bus, 
Mr Simister said that he had 
taken £2 off the tickets to use 
to purchase the alcohol to put 
on the bus. It was not used for 
sporting events where alcohol 
was banned. 

Adjourning the case for six 
to eight weeks, the 
Commissioner said he would 
ask for VOSA to be 
represented so that he could 
be addressed on the law. He 
also required Mr Simister to 
produce further financial 
information and suggested that 
he take legal advice. 


Now it’s Asia Bus Response: the sequel 


A SECOND shipment of 
buses donated by the UK 
coach and bus industry is 
on the cards as the 
organisers of Asia Bus 
Response (ABR) 
announced the arrival of 
their first cargo of 100 
vehicles to the tsunami- 
affected areas of Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia. 


Buzz 


KENT coach operator and 
travel company Buzzlines is 
raising brand awareness by 
signing up to sponsor 
Folkestone Invicta Football 
Club. 

As part of the deal, the 
Ryman Premier League side will 
rename its Cheriton Road 
ground the Buzzlines Stadium. 
The team’s strip will sport the 
Buzzlines logo and the 
hospitality suite will be branded. 

Buzzlines Managing 
Director, Nigel Busbridge, 
launched the company with 
his wife Kathryn in 1990. It 
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ABR coordinator, Mitch de 
Faria, told route : “Now 
that our first shipment has 
arrived safely, it’s no surprise 
that the Government of Sri 
Lanka has asked if further 
vehicles might be available.” 

A second shipment to Asia 
depends on the availability of 
suitable buses, continued 
waiving of import taxes by 


runs over 50 coaches and 
employs 70 staff drivers at its 
premises in Lympne Industrial 


the receiving governments, 
and the ability of partner 
charity, Islamic Relief, to 
facilitate shipping and 
distribution. The charity 
contributed around 
£500,000 to ship the first 
ABR cargo. 

Mitch de Faria asked ABR 
supporters if they’d be 
willing to donate further 


ines’ secures football c 


Park, near Hythe. Buzzlines 
Travel, which includes group 
travel specialist En Route 


Sponsorship raises brand awareness 


vehicles: “The generosity of 
the industry is amazing. I’ve 
already been contacted by 
many operators who want to 
donate further vehicles. So, if 
the other requirements can 
be met, it’s looking 
increasingly likely that Asia 
Bus Response 2 will take 
place toward the end of the 
year.” 


ub deal 


Travel, and Kent & Sussex, is 
based at Red Lion Square, 
Hythe. 


OPTARE 


The Alero - now automatically better for everyone 


The automatic choice for community, town and rural transport, 
the ultra-low-floor Optare Alero is now available with a fully 
automatic ZF four speed gearbox, anti-lock brakes and an 
improved turning circle providing even greater driveability. 
With air actuated doors, a fold-out entry ramp for no-step 
access, stand-up headroom, air suspension and climate 
control, all within a durable and stylish one piece composite 
shell for longer life, the Alero is designed to offer unbeatable 
travelling comfort for up to 16 passengers. With four standard 
variants, a whole host of specification options and 
comprehensive repair & maintenance packages the Alero is 
the safest choice you can make. The Alero, automatically 


better for you, your drivers and your passengers. 


Optare Alero Sales, Denby Way, Hellaby, Rotherham, S66 8HR Telephone 01709 535100 e-mail info@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
A division of Optare Group Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 85U 
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Gordon’s stretches 
accessible fleet 


Mike Morgan 


#M ORDON’S of Roth- 
¢ j erham has added a 
we second identical 
12.8m accessible Plaxton 
Paragon Plus, following 
delivery of the first for the 
15-vehicle fleet. 

The new coach is based on 
the same Volvo BI2M chassis 
and differs from the previous 
vehicle only in being fitted with 
Volvo's | Shift transmission, an 
increasingly popular option 
across all Volvo BI 2 models. 

The Paragon Plus body is 
fitted with a maximum of 55 
seats with washroom facilities 
mounted to the rear. A 
maximum of six wheelchairs 
can be accommodated by 
removing |0 double seats from 
the quick release tracking. 

Wheelchair access is 
through a side mounted PLS 
lift and, once on board, 
entertainment is provided by a 
CD music system and a DVD 
based video. The vehicle 
features climatic control 
maintaining a constant 
ambient temperature in the 
cabin regardless of the 
weather outside. 

David Gordon said: “With 


<a ae me, gE 
just a small increase in the 
length, we're still able to offer 
our clients 51 seats with a 
wheelchair. Though the lift 
takes up very little space, the 
additional locker capacity 
compensates for what’s lost. 
The other major benefit is in 
weight — the coach weighs in 
at little more than some 
standard |2-metre vehicles. 
Even allowing for a_ full 
complement of passengers 
and luggage, the coach is 
comfortably inside the 18- 


Dorset cuts reprieve 


FIRST has agreed to 
postpone the withdrawal of 
seven loss-making services, 
announced in April, in 
north and central Dorset 
to allow the County 
Council more time to 
organise alternatives. 

The services were due to 
cease at the end of the school 
term on 25 July (route 
News, 23 June). Dorset 
County Council Transporta- 
tion Manager Tim Westwood 
said: “It was our biggest fear 
that there would be a gap in 
service and that it would have 
a serious effect on people’s 
lives.” 


Officers at Dorset, 
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Somerset and Wiltshire 
county councils have been 
working to find replacement 


options. 

The delay will allow 
proposals from other 
operators to be more 


thoroughly considered and 
allow further discussions with 
local communities. 

However, Dorset County 
Council has already agreed 
with Somerset County 
Council that service 69 which 
operates into Sherborne and 
Yeovil will be operated by 
Nordcat as part of the 
Sherborne community 
Access Transport Scheme 
(Scatbus). 


tonne gross weight, so there’s 


no need for a cumbersome 
and expensive three-axle 
arrangement.” 

The new coach joins five 
other accessible vehicles in the 
Gordon's fleet, including the 
very first Plaxton Paragon. The 
stainless steel construction 
guarantees a durable structure 
with a lengthy lifespan, a major 
consideration when _ the 
additional cost of equipping 
with accessibility features are 
factored in to the whole life 


Scandus re 


cost. Gordon's was among the 
pioneers in this field, its first 
such coach was a Plaxton from 


a previous generation, a 
Supreme, and the sector now 
plays a major and increasingly 
important part in the business. 

Mr Gordon said: “We've a 
number of regular clients who 
we've catered for over many 
years and the number is 
growing steadily.” 

The latest Paragon was 
supplied by Plaxton Coach 
Sales Centre at Anston. 


ocates 


with sister company 


SEAT manufacturer Scandus 
UK has moved to a new 
location with its sister company 
Glintfact Engineering. 

The two companies are now 
under the same roof, making the 
manufacturing processes more 
streamlined, enabling them to 
manufacture more efficiently 
and reduce lead times. The new 
premises have new amenities 
such as a canteen, and an 
exhibition and meeting room 
where all ranges of the seats are 
on show. 

Managing Director, Paul 
Sproule remarked: “This year 


has been quite exciting for us as 
this move quickly follows after 
our revolutionary Glidemaster 
range won runner-up in the 
Product of the Year Award 
2004.” 

As a final accomplishment, 
Scandus UK Limited is 
sponsoring the ‘Medium Sized 
Operator Of The Year’ in the 
routeOQNE Excellence Awards. 

The new contact details are: 
Scandus UK, Unit 2I, 
Gainsborough Trading Estate, 
Rufford Road, Stourbridge DY9 
7ND. Tel: 01384 443409. 
www.scandusuk.co.uk. 


Great Bargains Available now : 
plans 


2003 NEOPLAN STARLINER 1998 MERCEDES V6 NEOPLAN —- 2001 MAN NEOPLAN TRANSLINER > 
JETLINER 6 speed gearbox,49/53 double 
glazing, A/C, webasto, 


8 speed ZF gearbox, 44 
seats, A/C, double glazed, 6 Speed ZF gearbox, 32 seats, | 
AC, continental door, auxiliary retarder,centre toilet, water boiler, | 
heater, power door, toilet, fridge, radio/pa/cassette, video | 
tv/dvd,drinks, fridge | 


centre continental door, 
telma, power coor, toilet, 
radio/pa/cassette, TV/video 


A ‘i 


2000 MERC Vé NEOPLAN 1999 DENNIS JAVELIN GX 1998 DENNIS JAVELIN GX 
CITYLINER NEOPLAN TRANSLINER NEOPLAN TRANSLINER 
6 Speed ZF gearbox, 48 seats, 49 Seats, ZF 6 Soeed gear 6 speed gearbox, 49 seats, AC, 
AC, centre continental door, box, AYC, double glazed, double glazing, rear continental | 
telma, auxilliary heater, Dower centre continental door, door, telma, auxiliary heater, power — 
door, toilet, radio/pa/cass, drivers bunk, toilet, TV./Video, door, toilet, radio/pa/cass,tv/video, — 
tv/video, drinks and fridge drinks machine, Fridge drinks, fridge 


1997 DENNIS JAVELIN GX 1996 NEOPLAN MAN TRI-AXLE 1994 MERC V8 TWIN TURBO 
NEOPLAN TRANSLINER CITYLINER NEOPLAN CITYLINER 

6 speed ZF gearbox, 49 seats, 8 speed ZF gearbox, MAN Engine, 8 speed ZF gearbox, 48 seats 

air conditioning, curtains, double 49 seats, A/C, Webasto, Retarder, A/C, double glazed, continental 
glazing, rear continental door, cruise control, drivers bunk, centre door, drivers bunk, telma, toilet, 

power door, toilet, toilet, continental door, servery rear radio/pa/cassette, TV/Video, 

radio/pa/cassette, tv/video, kitchen, water boiler, drinks, fridge, drinks, fridge 

TV/Video tables 


drinks, fridge 
Visit our website for more information 
www.mentorpic.com 
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ST Buses fleet cut over 


use of banned drivers 


Mike Jewell 


Mg! HE EMPLOYMENT of 
two disqualified drivers 
™ has led to the 

authorisation on the licence 

held by Sukwant Thandi 


being cut from six vehicles to 
four for August and 
September. 


In cutting the licence held by 
Mr Thandi, trading as S T Buses, 
of Unit I1, London Street 
Trading Estate, London Street, 
Smethwick, at a Birmingham 
Public Inquiry, West Midlands 
Deputy Traffic Commissioner 
Lester Maddrell expressed the 
hope that the procedure for 
checking driver information with 
the DVLA would become more 
widely known in the industry. 

The main issue revolved 
around the employment of 
Hardev Singh and a man known 
as Johnson, Miller or Dark, 


together with finance. 

Traffic Examiner Marianne 
Wilson said that she was asked 
to check on the associated | Line 
Ltd, of which Mr Thandi was the 
Transport Manager, after a 
complaint from the police that 
company had employed a 
disqualified driver for over three 
months. Her _ investigations 
revealed that S T Buses had in 
fact employed two disqualified 
drivers. Mr Thandi told her that 
a Tony Miller had been 
employed for just over a week 
and that he was waiting to see 
his driving licence. She received 
copies of seven driving licences 
and, when they were checked 
against the DVLA database, it 
was revealed that Hardev Singh 
had been disqualified from 
driving at Birmingham Crown 
Court on 22 September 2003 
until 21 September 2007. She 
contacted the police and Hardev 
Singh was arrested at the 


Driver’s drugs charge 


A COACH driver and a 
hostess appeared in court 
in Dover last Thursday (14 
July) charged with trying to 
smuggle 50kg of cannabis 
with a street value of 
£128,000 into the UK. 


eritage Corner & 


A pre-war 


Ribble Titan 


PRE-WAR vehicles in preservation 
are always noteworthy because of 
their age and consequent rarity. 
An impressive survivor is this fine 
1939 Ribble Leyland Titan TD5 
that originally had a Burlingham 
body, but was re-bodied by 


Alexander 10 years later. 


Ribble operated the bus from its 
Morecambe, Preston, Blackpool and 
Lancaster garages before selling it to 
the Benefit Shoe Company of Leeds 
for staff transport in 1960. It passed 
into preservation with Harold Peers of 
Otley in 1968, was maintained to a 
high standard and regularly rallied in 
the north for many years. It was also 
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The driver, Martin Seal, 46, 
from Calvert Close, 
Coventry and __ hostess 
Deborah Hamilton, 47, of 
The Glade, Coventry, were 
arrested last Friday at 
Cocquelles, France. Both 


exhibited at the Keighley Bus Museum. 
Earlier this year, the TD5 was 
bought as a privately-owned bus for 
the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust 
(RVPT). It has been subject to a com- 
plete repaint into 1940-50s livery 
complete with reproduction period 
advertisements at Preston Bus, an 


roadside. 

When _ interviewed, Mr 
Thandi had said that Mr Miller 
had been paid cash-in-hand as he 
had some tax problems. He had 
been employed for five or six 
weeks. He had said that he had 
seen Hardev Singh’s driving 
licence and had taken a 
photocopy of it. Hardev Singh 
had been employed for six or 
seven weeks. Mr Thandi was 
subsequently convicted of 
permitting Mr Miller to drive 
whilst disqualified and without 
insurance, being ordered to pay 
fines and costs of £2,484 and 
disqualified from driving for six 
months. Mrs Wilson said she 
advised operators that, when 
they took new drivers on, to 
contact the DVLA by telephone 
in the presence of the driver, 
who had to give his permission 
for the information to be 
disclosed. 

Hardev Singh had produced a 


photocard driving licence and he 
had seen him in the past driving 
for West Midlands Travel. Mr 
Miller had been recommended 
to him by another driver. When 
he asked to see his driving 
licence, he had said that he had 
moved from the north and he 
was Waiting for the paperwork. 
Mr Miller was given a road test 
and he seemed very capable of 
driving a bus. He employed Mr 
Miller for about 2/4 months. 

For Mr Thandi, Jim Marsh 
said the way Hardev Singh had 
been employed, and the way his 
licence was produced, would 
have been accepted by most 
operators in the country. 

Cutting the licence, the 
Deputy Commissioner said that 
Mr Thandi’s repute was stained. 
However, he felt what had 
happened, particularly in regard 
to Mr Miller, was so serious that 
he had to take some action 
beyond a formal warning. 


deny the charges and have 
been bailed to appear in 
court again on 8 September. 

The Harry Shaw City 
Cruiser 03-reg Volvo Berkhof 
was returning a group of 


14/|5-year-olds to the 
Raunds Manor School, 
Northampton-shire, from 


retrim. 


trip to Germany. 

The cannabis was found in 
three holdalls in the luggage 
compartment. 

The coach was impounded 
and after being held for five 
hours, the children were 


taken home on a substitute 
coach. 


Impressive survivor: the 1939 Ribble Alexander-rebodied Leyland Titan 


Undertaking that retains specialist 
craft skills that are much in demand 
with vehicle preservationists. The 
seats still have original mocquette, but 
the RVPT plans to completely refur- 
bish the interior over the coming win- 
ter and this will include a complete 


BUY FROM £80,950 


RENT FROM £315 


www.mistral-group.com 


Mistral is a leading supplier of Super Low Hoor 
vehicles to UK based operators. If you have won 
a contract and need a vehicle, our experienced 
team can help you make the right decision for 
your business. Ask about our competitive pricing 
on new vehicle sales and our short / long term 


rental packages. We're here to help put the BUS 


Buy from figure based on a new 7.8m Optare Solo. Rent from figure based on a 5 year rental on a 7.8m Optare Solo. 


Offer subject to financial acceptance by Mistral Group (UK) plc. 


Easily fitted. 

Secure and tamper resistant. 

Laser cut from rolled stainless steel tube for 
strength and durability. 

Prevents "tank dipping" the quickest and most 
common fuel theft method. 

Visual deterent, seen as soon as the cap is removed. 
Available for a wide range of vehicles but can easily 
be adapted for special applications. 

Helps prevent the entry of foreign objects. 


Sunnyside, Edgebolton, Shawbury, Shropshire SY4 4El 
el; O1939 251351 Fax: 01939 251051 
MODINE OJES1I5S35291's 


0870 241 8745 


S 
O 
a 
om 
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into your BUSINESS. 


KISMET MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 


22 Tonne capacity, 
self-lubricating, self-levelling 


plus VAT 
or £42.00 per week S.T.S. 


0151 609 1007 
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What’s Ken thinking? 


THE WHISPERER hasn‘t seen it, but apparently a film 
made in support of the successful London 2012 
Olympics bid swept the board at the International 
Visual Communication Awards, claiming nine awards, 
including the coveted Grand Prix Prize. 

The film featured various London landmarks and 
personalities, including Mayor Ken Livingstone. 

Here’s a still from the film, featuring good old Ken, 
which The Whisperer thinks is suitable for a caption 
competition. Send your suggestions to me c/o Mike 


Morgan at mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax on 0870 


2418891. We’re waiting to hear from you! 


«rel 


The balloon story 


A MAN in a hot-air balloon realised he was lost. He 
reduced altitude and spotted a man below. He 
descended a bit more and shouted, “Excuse me, can 
you help me? I promised a friend I would meet him an 
hour ago, but | don?t know where I am.” 

The man below replied, “You are in a hot air balloon 
hovering approximately 30 feet above the ground. You 
are between 37 and 38 degrees north latitude and 
between 114 and 115 degrees west longitude.” 

“You must be an engineer,” said the balloonist. “1 
am,” replied the man, “How did you know?” “Well,” 
answered the balloonist, “Everything you have told me 
is technically correct, but | have no idea what to make 
of your information, and in fact I am still lost. Frankly, 
you have not been much help so far.” 

The man below responded, “You must be in 
Management.” “I am,” replied the balloonist, “but how 
did you know?” 

“Well,” said the man, “you don’t know where you 
are or where you are going. You have risen to where 
you are due to a large quantity of hot air. You made a 
promise, which you have no idea how to keep and you 
expect people beneath you to solve your problems. You 
are in exactly the same position you were in before we 
met, but now, according to you, it’s my fault!” 


Have you got any industry whispers? 


The Whisperer has an ear for industry gossip. Funny, 
serious, or just tongue-in-cheek, please pass it on. 
Discretion is assured! If you’ve heard any rumours then 


let me know care of mike.morgan@route-one.net 
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Letters 


| Morgan, Editor, route 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
| mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 
, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 


|Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


French attitude 
leaves much to 


I CANNOT help but support Rob 
Andrew of Gulliver’s Travel Associates 
(routeON®, Letters, 7 July) regarding 
the French attitude towards the UK 
coaching industry. 

It is quite likely that through the 
arrogance of three French tour guides 
during the last month we have lost 
valuable business, not only for the 
operating company, in this instance PTS 
Travel of Pontyberem, Wales, but as one 
of the leading coach brokerages within 
the UK. 

There was unquestionably a pre- 
judgment made by these French couriers 
towards British coaches and their drivers 
and it is clear to me, and all those at the 
‘sharp end’, that they were out to 
discredit the vehicles and drivers as far 
as possible, one even commenting that 
she had no desire to work alongside the 
British! 

Demauris Associates made it clear to 
the operator engaged by ourselves of the 
importance of the work undertaken. 

| know that at least one driver knew 
Paris better than the guide, but she had 
her own agenda and the advised 
itinerary on which the hire price and 
drivers’ hours were agreed, may as well 
have been thrown out of the window, 
for she amended things in such a 
manner that pre-planning was useless. 

For example, on disembarkation at 
Caen, the passengers spent all day 
touring Normandy and Brittany before 
departing Mont St. Michel at 1830hrs to 
travel to Tours, four hours away. That 
meant the party sat down to their 
evening meal at 2330hrs — and who gets 
the blame? 

The following day, her route was so 
circuitous, but she ignored the driver's 
suggestion for a more suitable itinerary, 
resulting in back tracking on two 
occasions for two hours, when a correct 
itinerary would have resulted in a 15 
minute journey if the places were visited 
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in a logical order. Little wonder the 
passengers were exhausted. 

In another incident, a French courier 
ignored the advice of a very 
experienced driver in Paris, reversing the 
advised route making it time-consuming 
and costly in fuel, let alone the effect on 
drivers’ hours. 

On two occasions she directed the 
driver down ‘blind alleys’. On one 
occasion it involved reversing from a 
side street on to a main road. In the 
other, the driver and a passenger had to 
lift a car on to the pavement so the 
coach could get through! 

Again, the passengers were late at 
their destination — but who gets the 
blame? 

Finally, a French tour guide in London 
was continually giving me earache one 
morning because he could not find his 
driver. 

And where was he? Sat in the coach 
with his passengers outside the hotel, 
waiting for the guide! 

When the ‘Ground Handler’ agrees a 
combined request and itinerary it should 
be firmly adhered to, the guides given 
the same itinerary and told not to alter 
the content. 

Guides should also be fully conversant 
with EC Drivers’ Hours rules. 

Before the wisest among you start 
saying “Ah well, the driver is at fault, he 
should not do this etc”, think about 
customer care, lost business and 
revenue. Flexibility is one thing, 
stupidity is another. 

We did win the Olympic bid 
however! 


G Robin Littlewood, 
Managing Director, 
Demauris Associates, 
Doncaster 


The long and 
the short of 
stretch limos 


I’VE BEEN following with interest 
the question of the legality of 
stretch limos, and the issue was 
rather brought home to me by 
my son’s end-of-school prom. 

Though my son has not 
followed my interest in coaches 
and buses — and like a good 
teenager finds it all slightly 
embarrassing — he did decide he 
wanted something different from 
the inevitable stretch limo to go 
the prom, and was delighted 
when | managed to procure a 
Routemaster from Memory Lane 
Vintage Omnibus Services. 

So he and several of his mates 
had probably the most distinctive 
vehicle at the prom, and when 
we arrived at the venue (a golf 
club) we tagged on to the end of 
a veritable logjam of stretch limos 
which were quite incapable of 
manoeuvring. 

As we queued it became 
apparent that the Routemaster 
was considered the source of the 
problem, and the restaurant's 
management were becoming 
increasing apoplectic. We were 
told that we would have to 
reverse all the way out, and when 
| suggested a three-point turn, the 
response was, ‘Are you having a 
larf? We ain’t got all night!’ 

But Memory Lane’s Mike 
Clarke simply turned the bus into 
a car park entrance, backed out 
and it was away in 90 seconds. 
None of the limos were able to 
turn in anything like the space we 
had used and | left, with all the 
limos still jammed in the same 
positions and several baffled- 
looking drivers, without seeing the 
outcome. | assume they did 
untangle themselves eventually. 

It certainly brought home the 
unsuitability of these vehicles in 
construction and use terms, and 
of course we were in no doubt at 
all that we had a properly 
licensed operator, vehicle and 
driver. | suspect VOSA inspectors 
could have had a field day, 
especially as no-one was going 
anywhere in a hurry — the 
Routemaster excepted. 


Stephen Morris, 
Shepperton 


and finally... 


Dennis Falcon writes 


Ancient and modern 


THE KIDS had a day off school 
again, so Mrs F suggested that a 
daytrip to London would be in 
order. 

We drove to the station only to 
find the car park full, except for 
three vacant disabled spaces. 
Popped the car into the nearest 
multi storey and as a 
consequence, missed the train. 
Caught the next one; a shiny 
new Desiro, and everyone got a 
seat — but me. So | went 
walkabout. | was impressed by 
the fast acceleration, the clean 
modern décor, the smooth ride 
and the enormous disabled loo, 
even though it didn’t attract any 
wheelchair users on our ride. | 
started musing that the DDA 
potentially makes life harder for 
the able bodied, since | would 
have been able to park the car, 
catch my train - and sit on it, had 
it not been for the “space hungry, 
just-in-case” special provisions for 
those with disabilities. 

Arrived on time, and when we 
emerged from the Tube at 
Oxford Circus realised that 
something was missing. The 
penny finally dropped - | couldn't 
see a Routemaster anywhere. 
The rest of the family went 
shopping and | set off to 
investigate. 

It wasn’t long before | found an 
Inspector Blakey type. (At least 
some things don’t change, 
provided you overlook the 
mandatory hi-vis vest). It seems 
that there’s now only five 
Routemaster routes left. Two are 
scheduled to go tomorrow, and 
the rest will have disappeared 
before the year is out. 
Apparently, Routemasters just 
don't fit in with Ken Livingstone’s 
bendy bus plans and all their 
associated paraphernalia like 
Oyster cards, pavement ticket 
machines, and revenue control 
snatch squads. Blakey also 
muttered darkly something about 
open platforms, health and safety 
risk assessments and corporate 
liability, but wasn’t prepared to 
expand further on a subject | was 
obviously expected to 
understand. 

It's common knowledge that 
the Routemaster has become an 
international icon, so in order to 
head off the nostalgia warriors, 


TfL have invited tenders for two 
Routemaster Heritage Routes, 
which will link some of London's 
major tourist attractions — 
sightseeing tour operators 
beware! 

The AEC RM made its first 
appearance over 50 years ago, at 
the 1954 Commercial Motor 
Show. Endorsed by the then 
Minister of Transport, it was 
regarded to be revolutionary with 
its independent coil suspension, 
power steering, automatic 
transmission and a rigid 
aluminium alloy body providing a 
viable chassis between front and 
rear sub frames. 

The designers, who had learnt 
about aluminium airframe 
technology during the war years 
at the Routemaster’s Park Royal 
factory, were determined to 
create a bus with the ride 
characteristics of a 1950s private 
car. They even engaged a design 
consultant, the man who did the 
AGA stove, to help create its 
classic looks. The result, which it 
was planned would replace the 
trolley buses, was a handsome 
vehicle with a low weight, and 
low fuel consumption. Nothing 
has bettered the RMLs 
240lbs/passenger, either before 
or since. 

Unfortunately, procrastination 
within London Transport and 
Government delayed production. 
The prototype took two years to 
enter service and it wasn’t until 
autumn 1959 that the RM made 
it to the streets in numbers. In all 
some 2,876 RMs, RMLs, and 
their various derivatives were 
built. LT’s grand plans to sell 
Routemasters in the provinces 
were a flop, with only Northern 
General on Tyneside taking 
delivery of a batch of 50 of the 
forward entrance version. The 
hard truth was, that during the 
five year delay between 
prototype launch and series 
production, Leyland had 
produced the rear engine 
Atlantean. The rest, as they say, 
is history. 

And, despite the bold attempt 
to win passengers back from the 
private car, history also shows 
that the Routemaster was, at least 
in this respect, a failure. No 
surprise then when the 


Commission for Integrated 
Transport (CfIT), having 
commissioned an international 
study, announced a couple of 
months ago that improving public 
transport alone won't do much to 
alter modal split. Tram promoters 
please note. 

So what are we to make of this 
year’s spring launch of First 
Group’s streetcar, a joint initiative 
with Wrightbus? It too gained 
Ministerial acclaim - and it looks 
cool. But so it should do at 
£300,000 a throw. You can get 
three Darts (with change), or two 
Tridents (without), for that sort of 
money. Some cynics have already 
called the Barbie Sausage just 
another artic, but with knobs on. 
Take away all the hype — ‘ftr’ 
sounds ‘bllcks’ to me — and they 
have still produced a rather 
stylish people mover. Its high 
capacity means that they'll have 
to address the fares 
collection/boarding delay 
challenge without attracting the 
revenue protection problems that 
are now beginning to beset Ken’s 
‘free bendys’. But give First 
credit. They have learnt from the 
Routemaster experience, and 
made clear that streetcars are 
only going into service where 
Local Authorities commit to bus 
priority and modern kerbside 
infrastructure. Whether, that will 
be quite enough to fill the 
vehicles to their 120 capacities at 
an attractive headway on all but 
a few key provincial corridors, | 
somehow doubt. As CfIT’s study 
shows, some sticks to beat the 
motorist are going to be needed 
as well as the high profile 
streetcar carrot. Only time will 
tell. 

In the meantime, if you want 
to enjoy the pleasure of hopping 
on a daily scheduled 
Routemaster service next year, 
you'll have to go to Edinburgh 
and ride one of Lothian Buses’ 
Mac Tours city tour buses — that’s 
unless Ken really does deliver his 
proposed Routemaster Heritage 
Routes. 


@ Dennis Falcon is a non de 
plume for a top bus industry 
executive well-known for his 
forthright opinions. 
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driver shortages in summer 


Compass Travel penalised 


A Sussex operator has appeared at its 
second Public Inquiry in 12 months and 
reliability has got worse in that time 


AILURES to 

operate services in 

accordance’ with 
their registered time- 
tables have resulted in a 
financial penalty = of 
£20,700 for Compass 
Travel (Sussex) Ltd. The 
company, of Durrington, 
near Worthing, holds a 
licence for 46 vehicles and 
had been called before 


South Eastern & 
Metropolitan Traffic 
Commissioner Christ- 
opher Heaps at an 


Eastbourne Public Inquiry. 
Similar problems last year 
resulted in a penalty of 
£3,450 (route Court 
Report 24 June 2004). 
VOSA Bus Compliance 
Officer Donald Crowter said 
he had monitored services 
75 and 76, which combine to 


give an hourly — service 
between Horsham and 
Billingshurst, and the 101 


(Billingshurst-Pulborough) on 
three days last August. Of 88 
journeys observed, |8 ran 
more than a minute early and 
12 ran more than five 
minutes late, a 34% failure 
rate compared with 23% in 
2003. On the 75/76, 19% of 
observed services ran early 
and 21% ran late, a total of 
40%. That compared badly 
with the 19% failure rate in 
2003 when no journeys ran 
early. On the 101, 5% of 
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journeys ran late and as many 
as 22% more than a minute 
early. 

The company attributed 
failures mainly to drivers 
failing to synchronise their 
watches and to check ticket 
machines against a radio- 
controlled clock at the start 
of duties, although late 
running on two of the dates 
might have been caused by 
over-running gas works and a 
diversion. One driver has 
been disciplined and another 
dismissed as a result of the 
findings. 

Operations Director Mark 
Evans said he couldn't explain 
the worsening reliability on 
the 75/76 except to say that 
the company had become 
aware of capacity problems 
at bus stops at Billingshurst 
Station and the High Street 
bus lay-bys. 

Two supervisors that had 
been anticipated at the 
previous Public Inquiry have 
been employed and a third 
inspector is about to be 
appointed. The company 
normally monitored routes 
where problems had been 
identified by passenger 
complaints and only one 
complaint had been received 
about the 101. Of the 52 
complaints received in 12 
months about 75/76, only 
two had related to early 
running. There had been 


2004, when even the 
Managing Director and 
Finance Director had been 
called upon to drive, and 
agency drivers might not 
have been of the same 
standard as full-time 
employees. 

To improve efficiency, a 
new depot had opened at 
Worthing in August 2004, 
and the Hassocks operations 
were to move to Bolney. The 
company was liaising with 
West Sussex County Council 


about amendments to 
timetables and the blocking 
of bus stands. Managing 
Director Christopher 
Chatfield said he was 
discussing a potential 
Punctuality Improvement 


Partnership with the County 
Council. He accepted there 
was no excuse for early 
running. 

Ordering the company to 
pay a penalty of £450 per 
vehicle, the Commissioner 
said that the Bus Compliance 
Officer’s findings had not 
been disputed. The fact that 
40% of the journeys on 
services 75 and 76 ran 
outside the compliance 
window might explain the 
large number of complaints 
from passengers. 

Compass Travel had been 
called to a Public Inquiry less 
than 12 months earlier and 
the reliability of its services 
had worsened since then. 
The company had accepted 
that there was no excuse for 
early running and indeed no 


Compass made no excuses for early running 


excuses had been put 
forward. The consequence 
to a passenger missing an 
early-running hourly service 
was the equivalent to a bus 
running 60 minutes late. 
Apart from the roadworks 
on 17 August, which 
possibly overran, no 
‘reasonable excuse’ for late 
running had been put 
forward. 

Mr Heaps reminded 
himself that the penalty 
imposed on the last occasion 
had been £75 per vehicle. In 
the Andrews (Sheffield) Ltd, 
Yorkshire Traction Co Ltd 
and Barnsley & District 
Traction Co Ltd appeals the 
Transport Tribunal had 
registered surprise at 
penalties of less than £100 
per authorised vehicle _ if 
there were significant 
failures. He had taken into 
account the report of the 
DfT Bus Partnership Forum 
published in 2004 and which 


had been interpreted by 
some operators to suggest 
that the standards expected 
by Traffic Commissioners 
were impracticable. He 
noted that that report was 
based on evidence collected 
over a short period and 
during the rush hours when 
compliance with timetables 
would inevitably be more 
difficult. The evidence given 
by the Bus Compliance 
Officer in the present case 
was collected over a period 
from approximately 0800- 
1700hrs on the 75/76 and 
between approximately 
0700-1815hrs on the IOI, 
and demonstrated failings 
throughout the period of 
observation. 

Finally, the Commissioner 
warned that, if Compass 
Travel’s reliability continued 
to slip, leading to another 
Public Inquiry, it might be 
required to surrender some 
routes. 
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court report 


key cases brought before Public Inquiries, Tribunals, Magistrate and Crown Courts ga. 


Fined for tacho offences Operator promise 


Failures to use tachographs, to produce 
tachograph records and an infringement of 
rest requirements led to Clynnog & Trefor 
and one of its directors being fined 


RIVERS’ hours 

and tachograph 

offences have cost 
Caernarfon-based Clynnog 
& Trefor Motor Co and 
one of its directors £6,713 
in fines and costs. 

The company pleaded 
guilty to five offences of failing 
to use tachograph record 
sheets, one of permitting a 
driver to take insufficient daily 
rest, and nine of failing to 
produce tachograph records, 
when it appeared before 
Gwynedd Magistrates. 
Director David Christopher 
Jones pleaded guilty to one 
offence of failing to use a 
tachograph record sheet. 

The court heard that a 
Traffic Examiner visited the 
company’s premises on | 
November 2004 to examine 
its tachograph records. 

Mr Jones was unable to 
produce any recent record 
sheets and was asked to 
produce the tachograph 
records for August and 
September 2004 at the Traffic 
Examiner’s office as soon as 
possible. A subsequent 
examination revealed a 
number of discrepancies with 
odometer readings, distance 
traces and start locations, and 
a number of record sheets 
were missing. Mr Jones had 
not used a tachograph chart 
to record all of his National 


Express service from Trefor 
to London on 3 September 
2004. The declared 
odometer readings indicated 
a distance of 494km, but the 
distance trace recorded a 
distance of 383km. When 
interviewed, Mr Jones said it 
was not a true record of his 
work as the first three hours 
were missing because the 
tachograph had not 
registered a trace on the 
chart. Driver Emyr Wynn 
Griffiths had failed to use a 


tachograph chart on 2 
September to record a 
journey from Trefor to 


Bangor to take over a vehicle. 
When asked why, Mr Griffiths 
had said he didn’t know it was 
necessary. 

No written records were 
kept for the journeys made 
by Philip Warrington to Flint 
and Hilton Park on two days 
in September before taking 
over coaches. Mr Warrington 
had also failed to take a daily 
rest of nine consecutive hours 
on the latter occasion, and 
had had only 5hr 46min 
consecutive rest. 

Inspection of tachograph 
charts for David Cotton 
revealed he had failed to keep 
a record for part of his 
journey between Paris and 
Oxford on 30 September 
2004. Asked why he had 
driven for 39km without 
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using a record sheet, Mr 
Cotton had replied that, if it 
was where he was thinking 
of, he’d had to move the 
coach from the front of the 
hotel to the back and the 
one-way system made it a 
long way round. 

Mr Jones was asked why 
the drivers had failed to make 
entries or written records 
when travelling to take over 
coaches; he said he thought 
they were not sufficiently 
aware of the importance of 
doing that. Asked why 
tachographs had not been 
used in accordance with the 
regulations, Mr Jones said he 
believed they had been 
genuine errors on the part of 
the individuals. 

Mr Jones said they did not 
in principle permit drivers to 
exceed their duty hours and 
their scheduling was arranged 
not to allow that to happen. 
Asked why Mr Warrington 
had been scheduled to take 
the vehicle to Maidstone, 
instead of being relieved, Mr 
Jones said he did not know. 

More than 24,000km were 
unaccounted for in relation to 
the use of eight vehicles in 
August and September 2004. 
Asked how often tachograph 
records were checked by the 
company, Mr Jones had 
replied every week. Asked 
why, in that case, that so 
many tachograph records 
were missing, he replied that 
a lot of them were down to 
part-time drivers who were 
not there on a daily or weekly 
basis. 


Carmarthenshire operator PTS Travel can 


expand only when its 


proprietor gives up 


teaching, goes full time and gains his CPC 


A schoolteacher who ran a 
coach business as a hobby gave 
the Welsh Deputy Traffic 
Commissioner Alan Jenkins an 
assurance that he would resign 
his teaching post and 
concentrate on the coach 
business full time in the future. 

Robert Davies, trading as PTS 
Travel, of 24 Grugos Avenue, 
Pontyberem, Llanelli, appeared 
before the Deputy Commiss- 
ioner at a Swansea Public 
Inquiry. He holds a licence for 
three vehicles and was seeking 
to increase the authorisation to 
six. During a fleet check in 
November, vehicle examiner 
Keith John had examined two 
vehicles which were both in 
satisfactory condition, but 
inspection records were missing 
for two vehicles for the previous 
December. 

A total of six prohibitions had 
been issued to Mr Davies's 
vehicles, one marked ‘S’ and 
three relating to loose 
wheelnuts. The initial pass rate 
at annual test was 50%, Mr 
Davies was not a CPC holder 
and Mr John understood that 
the named Transport Manager, 
Gwynmor Jones, had not visited 
the premises this year. He had 
not met Mr Jones, he did not 
know him and his name did not 
ring a bell. 

Mr Davies said that his 
vehicles were 49 to 53-seaters, 
used mainly on school contracts 
and private hire. He hoped to 


be involved with a northern 
tour company in the future. He 
went to the depot before and 
after school. He agreed that he 
hadn't seen his Transport 
Manager for some time, but he 
had taken an intensive three- 
day CPC course and felt 
confident about it. He had 
changed his tyre company, 


purchased a torque wrench and 
changed his maintenance 
contractor. 


Mr Davies said that the 
vehicle examiner’s opinion was 
that he could run six vehicles full 
time. He was happy with that 
and quite excited. He would be 
prepared to leave education and 
put all his efforts into the bus 
industry; he no longer enjoyed 
teaching and was prepared to 
give it up. 

The Deputy Commissioner 
took no action, but refused the 
application for additional 
vehicles until Mr Davies had 
obtained his CPC and given up 
teaching. He said that the 
vehicle examiner had gone a 
long way to removing his 
anxieties. “I appreciate your 
own misfortune, you 
endeavoured to run a 
profession as a hobby with the 
secure employment as a 
teacher, but unfortunately you 
made a bit of a hash of it,” he 
told Mr Davies. He granted Mr 
Davies dispensation to operate 
without a CPC holder until the 
end of September. 
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Are bus companies like ‘boring’ utilities, or should they be treated like 


retailers? The answer depends on who you are, and the effects of your 
decisions. The trouble is, that when commercial realities bite, it’s politicians 


who suffer the flack, says our mole in Westminster 


“BUS service provision is a political 
issue. That is an inescapable fact.” 
Words from last week’s column, and 
which you may think 
uncontroversial. However, you 
might be surprised. 

One senior bus industry figure went 
on record recently expressing the view 
that bus companies should be treated as 
retailers (like supermarkets, perhaps) 
and not as utility providers (like water 
companies). 


Some people will 
lose their bus 
service, but you 
are not a charity 


The implication is that a bus company 
should simply be in the business of selling 
a service which the punter can choose 
to buy or not buy, in the same way that 
we can decide to buy either muesli or 
cornflakes, or not buy breakfast cereal 
at all. 

It’s easy to see why this scenario 
might appeal to operators. After all, the 
Government is not interested in our 
choice of breakfast cereal, our choice of 
supermarket, or even whether we use 
supermarkets at all. 

Whereas, by contrast, the 
Government has to be interested in the 
water supply since the country, indeed 
life itself, depends upon it. How it is 
provided and how much we pay for it 
is of national importance, and politicians 
are bound to want to have some 
control over it. 

At Westminster Watch, we like to try 
to bring you some insights into how 
politicians think, and what makes them 
act the way they do. Let’s suppose 


you’re a local bus company manager 
who takes the view that the service from 
Oldborough to Newtown has reached 
a critical point. It’s still just in profit; but 
patronage is falling, and there seems to 
be no way of configuring the route to 
attract more passengers. In addition, the 
buses used on the route are old and will 
soon need replacing. You take the 
commercial decision to withdraw it, in 
same way as a supermarket chain might 
decide to close an underused store. 
Commercially, this is no doubt a sensible, 
if hard, decision. Some people will lose 
their bus service, but you are not a 
charity. You cancel the service and 
move on. 

Over in the Westminster offices of 
the DfT, it looks a bit different. The 
Minister starts to get letters from the 
local Labour MP who's been written to 
by constituents who can't now get to the 
shops or the local hospital. 

The service has been withdrawn with 
minimum notice, and a lot of them are 
elderly, in the lower income groups, and 
non car owners. They’re effectively cut 
off. “What kind of transport policy is 
this?” wails the MP “We're supposed to 
be helping people to move around, to 
be socially including them, and 
persuading them to use public transport 
more. What a good idea to take their 
bus service away! What is the 
Government going to do?” 


We don’t really 
mind if people 
have to have toast 
for breakfast. We 
do mind if they 
can’t get to work 


A senior industry figure says bus companies are like supermarkets 


If this scenario were only an 
occasional one, no doubt the Minister 
could live with it. Even if a bit on the 
naive side, he or she will have some 
understanding of the real world, and will 
realise that no bus route can remain 
unchanged forever. The trouble is, 
they’re not occasional. They’re rather 
frequent. In fact, the Minister’s desk is 
rarely free of such letters. 

It doesn’t take too long before he or 
she forms an impression that, in some 
places, perhaps in quite a lot of places, 
buses are not working anything like as 
well as the Government would like. One 
of his or her main responsibilities is to 
make sure that the country has a decent 
bus network. 

If the operators don’t seem to be able 
to provide it by themselves, the Minister 
falls to considering how the 
Government can intervene to improve 
things. The R-word (regulation) starts to 
be heard in the land. 

At the first whiff of this, the operators 


get jumpy. They try to explain to the 
Minister that buses are, after all, just a 
product which they are selling. And like 
a supermarket, they are in a business 
environment, and have to be free to 
introduce and discontinue _ lines 
according to commercial viability. If 
cornflakes become unprofitable, the 
supermarkets have to be free to stop 
selling them. 

“Mmm, replies the Minister, “except 
that breakfast cereals are not implicated 
in Government policy. We don’t really 
mind if people have to have toast for 
breakfast. We do mind if they can’t get 
to work. We will always need to have 
some control over your activity. How 
much depends very directly on the 
number of letters on my desk 
complaining about bus services. If there 
were no complaints, | wouldn't even be 
thinking about it. 

“But if this climate doesn’t suit you, | 
understand Sainsbury’s are looking for 
managers.” 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 


A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


Media planners and advertisers can be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 
they need before committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 


ADDING VALUE TO YOUR BUSINESS 
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Taylor Coach Sales 


Taylored for you 


A familiar face to many operators, Steve Taylor has been running his 
dealership for 12 years — and for the last 10 has been based at the Neal’s 
Travel premises at Isleham near Ely in Cambridgeshire 
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Smartly presented Mercedes-Benz and LDV minibuses are part of Steve Taylor’s current stock 


TEVE Taylor draws on many 

years’ experience of vehicle 

sales and is well known to 
operators, particularly in East 
Anglia, the Home Counties and 
London -— not surprising for a 
man who spent |8 years with 
Arlington’s and then another 
four at Kirkby’s. 

Taylor Coach Sales has been in 
business now for |2 years, and for 
the last 10 has been based at the 
neatly laid out premises of Neal’s 
Travel, Isleham near Ely. “When | 
decided to go on my own, | was 
initially selling coaches for 
operators,” he told route . “Lwas 
also acting as an agent. | built the 


Steve is always 
prepared 
to consider 
trade-ins 


business up from there.” 

A longstanding arrangement with 
Plaxton for selling the Beaver 
minibus, continues. Two DDA- 
compliant Beaver 2 Plus 29-seaters 
will be delivered to customers in 
August. But Steve was keen to offer 
a mini coach so in 1999 he became 
the UK agent for Joe Ferry’s Euro 
Coach Builders of County Donegal. 
Selling the Clady midi alongside the 
mini range took him as far afield as 
Scotland. These days he 
concentrates more on Mercedes- 
Benz 814 Vario-based V33 and LX 
sales in England and Wales although 
will also be offering the new-style 
Loxia on the Atego when it becomes 
available. 

The LX, officially launched in the 
UK as recently as last October at 
the Coach & Bus show, has been 
particularly popular, with sales now 
in double figures. Impact of London 
has been a good customer following 
the purchase of a pair of air- 
conditioned 33-seaters last year with 
another two in 2005. 

Taylor Coach Sales also became 


an Auto Holdings dealer in February 
2004. Steve has known Paul 
Nicholson, Auto Holdings Bus and 
Coach Sales Director, for many 
years. The BMC 850 Probus has 
proved popular, with recent sales to 
both Saffron Walden-based Viceroy 
of Essex and Perry’s Private Hire of 
Woolpit near Bury St Edmunds. A 
pair of 60-seat BMC FE! 100 school 
buses has also been delivered to 


Contact details: 


Steve Taylor 
Taylor Coach Sales 
102 Beck Road 
Isleham 

Ely 
Cambridgeshire 
CB7 5QP 


Tel: 01638 780010 
Mobile: 07850 241848 
E-mail: 


coach@taylors.freeserve.co.uk 
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Uxbridge-based MCH Coaches and 
Steve has been encouraged by the 
interest shown in the soon to be 
launched Hawk midibus. He is also 
offering the King Long 6127 and 
Autosan Eagle school coach. Talking 
about the recent Auto Holdings 
roadshow held in conjunction with 
PH International, he explained: 
“Despite it being a busy time for 
operators, we had good response. 
There were solid enquiries and a 
couple of deals came from it.” 
Another event in the Heathrow area 
is under consideration for August. 

Steve is always prepared to 
consider trade-ins. Current stock 
includes an N-registered Mercedes- 
Benz 814 Plaxton Beaver 33-seater, 
a 1996 Mercedes-Benz 711 24-seat 
conversion and four LDV Convoys 
from 1994. 

He also has a 1989 LAG 


j Panoramic, but confesses “I don’t 


have much stock at the moment.” 


Steve Taylor: experienced 


Directions: The village of 
Isleham is on the BII04 south of 
Prickwillow although it is 
possibly reached more easily via 
the BII02 which leaves the Al42 
at Fordham north of 
Newmarket and then north 
again on the BII04. Once in 
Isleham you are on Mill Street 
which connects to Beck Road 
via Malting Lane. Taylor Coach 
Sales is located at the premises 
of Neal’s Travel which is 
situated on the southern edge 
of the village. 


THE NUMBER ONE GUIDE TO PSV BUYING AND SELLING 


Don’t leave your Deliveries 
coach bus and Exchange 
minibus sales to : 
Classified 
New Products 
Market Place 
People 


To advertise in 
the next issue of 
call Martin, 
at Ricky or Dan on 
Rin 
passport to FREE classified advertising 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


i can be difficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 
committing their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 


routeONE Trader 


The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday 26 July — 2.00pm 
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ISLEWORTH COACHES 


ISLEWORTH Coaches of 
Heston in Middlesex has 
bought another Irisbus 
EuroRider from UK COACH 
AND BUS é 

The Beulas El Mundo coachwork 
seats 5| and has a comprehensive 
interior specification that includes a 
centre-sunken toilet, air 
conditioning, DVD player, GPS and 
three-point seatbelts. 

The new coach is being used on 
tours covering both the UK and 


ELLISONS COACHES 


—_— 


MOSELEY (PCV) 

has supplied St 
Helens, Merseyside-based 
Gavin Murray, trading as 
Ellison’s Coaches with two 
Bova Futuras. 

One is a |2-metre vehicle with 
49 reclining seats with leather 
headrests inlays and adjustable 
footrests while the other 


Europe as well as for local contract 
work undertaken on behalf of 
schools and the Metropolitan 
Police. 

Andy Blackford, Managing 
Director of Isleworth Coaches, 
said: “We have been very happy 
with our existing EuroRiders so it 
made sense to purchase another. 
Our customers have always been 
very pleased with the level of 
comfort experienced on board the 
EuroRiders.” 


(pictured) is a |3-metre 13.340XE 
featuring 53/57 seats. 

Both coaches have offside 
centre sunken demountable toilets 
and continental doors, air 
conditioning, Webasto pre-heaters, 
water boilers and fridges. 

There are also radio, PA, CD 
and DVD systems with pairs of 
monitors. 
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PATS COACHES 


: WREXHAM-BASED Pats 


Coaches has bought a 12.9 
metre Berkhof Axial-bodied 


Volvo B!2B from VOLVO BUS 


. It’s Pat’s third 


: Volvo based on the TX chassis 


range in the last two years. 
Having previously opted for the 
mid-engined B|2M, the company 


was keen to try the B!2B as 


drivers felt that the rear-engine 
configuration would allow easier 
luggage loading. 

The coach was purchased 
specifically for touring throughout 
Europe on behalf of Travelscope 
Promotions. Passenger comfort 
was a key requirement. The 
specification includes 43 seats and 
air conditioning as well as 


DVD/CD player, seatback tables, a 


_ SWEYNES 


: ESKER BUS & COACH 


has supplied Goole- 


i based Sweynes with a 

|: Mercedes-Benz 413Cdi KVC 
: minibus conversion with an 

: extended rear including a 
large boot. 


Other aspects are a modified 


two-stage entrance step, forced 

: air ventilation, bonded tinted 

: panoramic side windows, |6 high- 
: back reclining seats with three- 


double courier seat, toilet and hot 
and cold drinks facilities. With a 
power-operated centre door, it 
meets the latest European EC 
regulations and therefore does not 
require a rear emrgency door. 

“So far, reaction from drivers 
and passengers alike has been very 
positive and the fuel economy has 
been excellent, which has to be 
good news,” explained Mark 
Davies, a partner in the family firm. 

“We have always enjoyed 
excellent back-up from Volvo — 
essential where European travel is 
concerned. The service we get 
from our local dealer, Thomas 
Hardie Commercials, is first class 
and Duncan Crosby from Volvo 
Bus has always really looked after 
us.” 


point seatbelts, full length racks 
with mahogany effect ledges and a 
San Remo radio/CD player. 

Sweynes was founded by Lee 
Woad nearly three years ago. 

The new Sprinter is proving 
popular with customers, who find 
it comfortable with plenty of leg 
room. It’s used on a range of 
work including private hire, 
airport transfers and school 
contracts. 
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S TRANSPORT for 

London (TfL) ann- 

ounced that nine out of 
10 buses in the capital are 
now accessible, with the full 
fleet being accessible by 
Christmas, London Under- 
ground (LU) also announced 
it is investing more than ever 
before to make the Tube as 
accessible as possible as 
quickly as possible for all 
customers. 

The coach and bus industry 
has long pointed a finger at other 
modes of transport, asking why 
they’ve not complied with 
the disability discrimination 
requirements. And this _ is 
particularly important where 
PSVs 


side 
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interchange with other forms of 
transport such as rail. 

However, the scale of the task 
on the Underground _ is 
enormous. Currently, 44 stations 
out of 275 are step-free. 
Transport for London’s £10 
billion five-year investment 
programme will make a further 
27 stations accessible with step- 
free access from street to 
platform. By 2010, it is planned 
to make 25% of Tube stations 
step-free, rising to 50% by 2015. 

Many of the stations do not 
currently meet the needs of 
customers with physical, hearing 
or visual impairments. LU faces 
challenges making the Tube 
accessible due to the age of the 

network, 


@ News, pages 3,5 & 7 © Pip 
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the costs of making 
improvements and a require- 
ment to keep _ stations 
operational during improvement 
works. 

As the PSV industry well- 
knows, accessibility is about 
more than simply step-free 
access. It includes more, and 
more visible, Help = and 
Information points all with 
induction loops, passenger 
announcements made more 
clearly audible, tactile paving at 
bus stations to indicate steps and 
kerbs, and improved handrail 
designs. 

Since 1995, the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) has 
required that the transport 
industry makes reasonable 
adjustments to any policies, 
procedures or practice that 


it unreasonably difficult for 
disabled customers to use its 
service. 

Improving the quality of 
service the PSV industry gives its 
customers is extremely 
important, while it must also aim 
to proactively meet the needs of 
disabled customers and to ensure 
they are treated with dignity and 
fairness. 

All front-line staff must now be 
given Disability Equality training. 
This raises awareness of 
disability, equality and access 
issues and provides a greater 
understanding of the barriers 
disabled people face and what 
front-line staff can do to help. 


Tom Black, 
Editor, accessPLUS 


We've come a long way. 


Faster, easier, safer. 


~ th } 4954 y of 
self over the last ZO years as tn 


Quality Wheelchair and Occupant Restraint Systems. 


Aw a 4 Add a nee — — 
me ee SS me en SES nL ie A i SPN EET AT 


news 


Pronto for improved 
Corlink s 


ANDY IZATT 


HE GROWING popularity 
T of the Corlink semi-flexible 

bus service in the Bodmin, 
Wadebridge and Camelford 
areas of Cornwall has seen 
Cornwall County Council secure 
funding for an improved service, 
which is being operated by a new 
Plaxton Pronto. 

The initial service, and its latest 
upgrade, have been funded through 
the government’s Rural Bus 
Challenge and the result is much 
improved public transport in an area 


which could not support a 
conventional bus operation. 
“We have extended and 


improved the service,” says Colin 
Jarvis, Assistant Director of 
Transportation and Waste 
Management at Cornwall County 
Council. “Since its inception three 
years ago we have monitored 
passenger flows, and it was clear that 
at certain peak times we needed 
greater capacity than the existing 
seven-seater bus could provide.” 


Keith Halstead is CTA Chief Exec 


THE COMMUNITY Transport 
Association (CTA) has 
appointed Keith Halstead as its 
Chief Executive. 

CTA Chair, Dai Powell, says: “I 
am delighted to welcome Keith to 
the CTA. He brings a wealth of 
strategic management and business 
experience from a major national 
charity and will lead the 
organisation at a time when 
community transport and its role in 
promoting social justice plays an 
even greater part in government 
policy.” 

Mr Halstead, 45, has worked for 


Partnership secures low-floor 


LOW-FLOOR buses have been 
launched on service 45A, which is 


Brothers 
Tot 01655 5244 


Extra capacity Pronto 


the new Plaxton Pronto, which is 
operated on behalf of the Council by 
the Camelford & District Omnibus 
Co. The Pronto is based on a 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis and 
can carry up to I6 passengers. 
Travellers in wheelchairs gain access 
through wide double-doors on the 
rear. 

The Corlink service operates for 
13 hours a day, six days a week, and 
a GPS link provides the driver with 


the National Trust for the last 18 
years in various senior management 
roles. He said: “| am pleased to be 
joining the CTA at an exciting and 
challenging time. The role of the 
CTA is hugely important to 
communities across the UK as 
transport affects all of our lives. | 
want to ensure that the CTA’s work 
is more widely recognised and that 
the organisation is seen as a major 
contributor to delivering an 
inclusive and sustainable society.” 

@ Based in Hyde, Cheshire, the 
CTA is a registered charity providing 
support to member organisations 


operated by First Hampshire & 
Dorset between Denmead and 
Portsmouth via Waterlooville and 


Queen Alexandra Hospital. 
The initiative is as a result of a 
partnership between First 


Hampshire & Dorset and Hampshire 
County Council, which — has 
contributed a grant of £40,000 
towards the cost of a brand new 


ervice 


That extra capacity is provided by 


up-to-date 


Colin Jarvis, | “and 


popularity.” 


across the UK which are 
tackling social exclusion 
in their area by providing 
affordable, accessible 
transport alternatives 
that meet both the 
needs of individuals and 
the collective needs of 
their local community. 

The CTA promotes 
excellence by 
providing training, 
advice and _ infor- 
mation on voluntary 
and community 
transport. 


Optare Solo. 

Service 45A carries 
many elderly passengers 
who often found it difficult 
to use the high step 
minibuses previously 


operating on the route. This 
particular service was chosen 
because it runs past the front 


entrance of the hospital. 
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information 
passenger bookings. Bookings can 
be made through the Corlink call 
centre up to one hour before 
travelling. An average of 500 
people a week use the service. 

“Corlink has made a big 
improvement to people’s lives in 
the rural areas it serves,” adds 
the 
introduction of a bigger vehicle 
is a measure of the service's 
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Significant 
milestones 


Elsewhere in this issue of 

accessPLUS Mike Morgan 

reports on the achievement 

of a 100% low-floor accessi- 

ble bus fleet at Travel 

Dundee — a first for the prin- 

cipal operator in a UK city — 

and _ congratulations are 

undoubtedly due to Jim Lee 

and his team. Later this year 

the entire network in the cap- 

ital will follow suit as the last of 

London’s elderly Routemasters 

are withdrawn from regular 

service. In many other places 

this significant milestone will 

soon be achieved, and in a much 

shorter timescale than I had ever 

imagined possible as we put 

together the first London Low-floor 
Bus Project in 1993. 

No-one in the industry would now 
deny that the low-floor bus has brought 
benefits to passengers (and to many previ- 

ous non-passengers) and to operators — 
and to the manufacturers as well. That is 
not to say that everything is perfect. The 
challenge, especially of getting a higher num- 
ber of seats on the lower deck of a bus with 
a wheelchair space, is now being addressed 
by Alexander Dennis, and hopefully by 
Optare too in the shape of its forthcoming 
side-engined design. The smallest of buses 
also remains a problem for some rural opera- 
tors, who may be understandably reluctant to 
buy lift-equipped high-floor vehicles to comply 
with the Public Service Vehicles Accessibility 
Regulations. The move by Optare to shorten 
the Solo and make it narrower, together with 
the various options for the low-floor 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter, really should help 
with the replacement of the last generation of 
step-entrance buses. 
In the 12 years since Britain's first low- 
floor buses took to the streets we have 
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FIREFLEX is a fully automatic self seeking fire extinguisher system, 
designed for specific designated applications rather than as a flood 
system, though it can be used for this purpose also, 


WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF FIREPEEXE 


It is a self-activating system that does not rely on electronics, moving 
parts or external monitors. It is versatile allowing for different areas to 
be covered by the same unit. 

FIRFLEX uses unique trace tubing that can both detect the fire and 
deliver the extinguishing media to the heart of the fire. The trace tube is 
directly pressurised from the cylinder and is traced around the area of 
risk to be protected. : ie 


FIREFLEX is available in sizes ranging from 0.75kg to 9.0kg giving total 


Reflex Safety Systems ; Pee 
: flood protecti lumes up to approximat ic metres. 
Ineptashinies ood protection for volu p to approximately |} cubic 
bovahiietieenl Different extinguishing media area available to suit erious applications 
where contamination or chemical reaction may be critical. 
Stanmore 


Middlesex HA7 | EP 
Telephone: 020 8204 0200 
Fax: 020 8204 1100 


Email: enq@reflexsafety.co.uk 


FIREFLEX is simple to fit 

Possible Insurance reduction 

Added peace of mind 

Could save you money in the long term 
Perfect for the Welfare Market 
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Safety by design means Cogent by choice 


Cogent Passenger Seating continues to pioneer 

original ideas combined with a customer led 

NN service to meet the challenging needs of the 
bus and coach industry. 


www.reflexsafety.co.uk 


everything we make adds safety by design 


cogent 


Cogent Passenger Seating Limited Prydwen Road, Swansea West Industrial Park, Swansea SAS. 4HN 
T 01792 585444 F 01792588191 E enquiries@cogentseating.co.uk www.cogentseating.co.uk 
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Those in most need 


denied the benefits 


TOM BLACK 
NDEPENDENT _ transport 
expert and routeONE 


accessPLUS contributor 
Andrew Braddock had some 
tough words to say about the 
impact —- or rather lack of it — of 
new-generation, low-floor 
vehicles on the community 
transport sector when he 
addressed over 40 leading 
operators at a seminar organised 
by bus-maker Optare in Cheshire. 
“Since 1994 virtually all new buses 
for regular service have been low- 
floor, yet most vehicles dedicated to 
the so-called ‘welfare’ market 
continue to be van conversion high- 
floor types. So the passengers 
arguably most in need of the hugely 
better accessibility of the low-floor 
design are denied its benefits,” said Mr 
Braddock. 


Optare Solo is Scottish success 


THREE new Optare Solos just 
entering service bring the total 
now run by the Hamilton-based 
Henderson Travel to 20, all new 
to the 33-vehicle fleet in the last 


two years. 


Aleros for BEST in Burnley 


A PAIR of Optare Aleros 
acquired by _ Lancashire 
County Council are being used 
on a new demand-responsive 
service in Burnley that 
connects housing estates with 
employment areas. 

The Burnley Employment 
Shuttle Transit (BEST), which is 
also supported by Burnley and 
Pendle Borough Councils, is being 
funded by a Department of 
Transport Challenge Fund grant 
covering up to three years of 
operation. 


Mr Braddock reviewed the key 
elements of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA), highlighting 
the fact that all new single-deck buses 
below 7.5 tonnes entering service 
from 31 December 2004 had to be 
wheelchair accessible and all buses 
below 7.5 tonnes in service from | 
January 2015 had to be wheelchair 
accessible. He said there were two 
ways of achieving the legislation. 

Option One involved high-floor 
vehicles equipped with wheelchair 
lifts. This was only a solution for 
wheelchair-users but the vehicles’ 
intrinsically lower purchase price 
made them attractive and van-derived 
units are cheap to maintain. Residual 
values were not a problem and such 
vehicles were commonly procured by 
‘conservative’ local authorities. 

Option Two involved low-floor 
vehicles with an access ramp. These 
provided better access for all 


The buses are being used on a 
range of demand-responsive 
services across a broad swathe of 
central and southern Scotland from 
East Ayrshire to almost as far east as 
Edinburgh. Bus services have not 
previously been viable in many parts 
of the area and those now provided 
by the Henderson Solos are proving 
very popular, especially with older 
people who account for more than 
half of the passengers carried. 

John Henderson, who runs the 
business with his brother David, says: 
“The Optare Solo is intrinsically an 
attractive vehicle, which adds to 


Nelson company Tyrer Bus won 
the contract to run the subsidised 
service and is providing drivers, 


come a long way towards achieving a 
public transport system that is accessi- 
ble to virtually everyone. That acces- 
sibility has also helped to arrest — in 
many cases reverse — the decline in 
passenger numbers. It can fairly be 
regarded as an enhancement of 
our quality of life, ranking along- 
side other twentieth century 
social advances. 
Perhaps, in another |2 years, 
we will look back at 2005 and 
2006 as the years from which a 
similar revolution in the delivery 
of coach services was begun. It 
is, of course, a much more con- 
tentious issue as the pages of 
routeONE have often revealed. 
But if it is right that we advance 
accessibility in the bus sector, 
what possible case is there for 
not doing so in coaching? This is 
particularly so with scheduled 
services, where the government 
has chosen to start the process, 
and — in time — tours, excursions 
and private hire are bound to fol- 


passengers (not just wheelchair 
users). There was a lower cost 
for the boarding aid (manual or 
powered) compared to a lift but 
higher vehicle maintenance costs. 
Lower residual values were due 
to what Mr Braddock described 
as ‘supplier instability’ (a 
reference to the collapse of 
certain suppliers). 

Mr Braddock said: “Low-floor 
vehicles substantially reduce the 
risk of boarding or alighting 
accidents — for wheelchair-users 
and all other passengers.” 

He said that Optare was a 
commercial business and, having 
been first in the field with a low- 
floor small vehicle, the Alero, now 
needed to recoup its investment. 


The alternative was that the low. 
Alero might no longer be A lot of work has already been 
available — “| am concerned that done by several manufacturers to 


come up with the best solution to 

the challenge of wheelchair access 

to high-floor coaches. Some of the 
concepts will soon be tested in serv- 
ice with National Express, whose 
need for a lift to be packaged in the 
front entrance of a coach has exercised 
the technical ingenuity of all concerned. 

There are bound to be teething prob- 

lems — perhaps also a few issues that 
require modification of the Regulations, 
which were written well before the prac- 
tical solutions had been designed — but | 
believe we are not far away from finding 
the generic answer for coaches that will be 
as influential in the market place as the low- 
floor bus. 

The PSVAR requirement that all coaches 

operated on scheduled services are accessible 
from | January 2020 does not seem to me to 
be unreasonable, and it will now be in the 
industry’s interests to accept that the 
Regulations will in due course be extended to 
non-scheduled services but with a very differ- 
ent end-date. Indeed, it would perhaps be 
better to have a series of significant mile- 
stones to achieve a percentage of accessi- 
ble vehicles in touring and private hire 
fleets rather than one single drop dead 
date. 

If the Confederation of Passenger 
Transport (CPT) does some talking along 
those lines, the Department for Transport 

would no doubt be ready to listen! 


you might miss the bus,” he said. 


Passenger appeal. | think the 
design is original, stylish and 
modern, and the interior is 
bright and airy as well as 
being very practical in terms 
of our ability to keep the 
buses clean and pleasant to 
travel in. The low entry 
height, enhanced by the 
buses kneeling capability, 
along with a flat floor, 
make it safe and easy for 
our older passengers as 
well as young mothers 
with children — and 
pushchairs.” 


Andrew Braddock 
ABOUT 

parking and full maintenance 
support for the Aleros, which 
are on its 30-vehicle licence. 
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EXCELLENCE IN VEHIGEER DESIGN 
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Frank Guy Limited is the proprietor of UK Patent No. 
2376001 entitled, “Method of modifying a vehicle”. 


The patent covers Frank Guy Limited’s “flat floor” 
method of modifying vehicles, and vehicles modified by 
that method 


Frank Guy Limited wishes it to be known that its 
Intellectual Property Rights are valued and reserved for 
use exclusively by itself or in special cases by approved 
licencees. 


Frank Guy Limited will not tolerate any unorthorised use 
of its patented method or dealing in vehicles modified 
according to the method without its authorisation. 


Enquiries to: Wilson Gunn Patent & Trade Mark Attorneys 
Tel: 0161 827 9400 (Ref: JER) 
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Sprinting into Teesside Wiseeshaes 


= HIS SUMMER bus users in ideal replacement for earlier 
Stockton benefit from generations of step-entrance 
improved services which Mercedes-Benz 709D minibuses. 
are being funded by the local One of the factors which 
authority and operated by prompted Compass Royston 
Compass Royston using two Managing Director Gary Walton to 
Sprinter 25 midibuses from specify the Sprinter 25 was fuel 
EvoBus UK. economy. “I had a vehicle on test 
The 2.46m-wide —low-floor and was more than impressed by its 
Sprinter 25 can carry up to 25 fuel consumption,” he says. The 
seated passengers, making it the bus, which had a manual gearbox, 


Me 


UNSEASONAL weather did 
nothing to deter the exhibitors 
and thousands of visitors at the 
CIWM Exhibition and Seminar 
at Paignton, Torbay. 

Mellor had its “bigger, better, 
smarter” low-floor Sprinter 
Accessible bus on display, which, 
Mellor says, created plenty of inter- 
est during the three days of the 
show. 

Features of Mellor’s current 
demonstrator (right) include 
improved interior lining panels, 
which allow for ease of cleaning, 
increased lower floor space to 
enable more manoeuvrability of 
wheelchairs and increased upper 
deck area for seated passengers. 


ALL ABOARD! 


IN ORDER To 
ACCESS ACCESS To 
THE AccESs CouRSE! 


ON ‘DISABILITY 
AWARENESS TRAINING | START WITH... 


lor Sprinter hits the beach 


Community 
Link launched 


PETERBOROUGH City Council is 
spending £250,000 a year on its 
offering passengers step-free upgraded Community Link bus 
access and accommodation for services, using new Optare 
wheelchairs. The other will Solos. 
introduce two new local services to 
Stockton. 
“It’s the first time | have offered 
the council the option of a low-floor 
minibus for contracted services,” 
Gary Walton adds, “and they could 
clearly see the benefits which a fully- 
accessible vehicle would bring.” 
The Sprinter 25 has a step height 
of 320mm, which can be reduced 
to 250mm using the lowering 
facility in the suspension. It is 
powered by the Mercedes OM612 
five-cylinder engine, and the buses 
for Compass Royston will have 
automatic gearboxes. 


returned | 7mpg. 

One of the Sprinter 25s will 
be used to upgrade an existing 
contract which Compass Royston 
has held for the last three years, 


Three services are operated — 
existing routes 6 and 33 from 
Bretton to Queensgate Bus Station 
and Dogsthorpe respectively, and 
new number 7 from Queensgate 
to the out-of-town development at 
Serpentine Green via Fletton and 
Stanground where part of the 
route operates as hail & ride. 

These services are designed to 
supplement the network of routes 
provided by Stagecoach under its 
Citi brand, supplying vital links, par- 
ticularly to the elderly, to shops and 
essential services. 

Councillor John Peach, Cabinet 
Member for the Environment, said: 
“We are striving to improve bus serv- 
ices to local people, particularly those 

who may be isolated for a variety of 
reasons. We believe that these new 
low-floor vehicles will make travelling 
by public transport much easier for a lot 
of people, bringing greater freedom and 
enhancing quality of life.” 


Help for special 
> needs students 


SOUTH Yorkshire Passenger 
Transport Executive’s TOPS team 
(Travel Options Planning Service) has 
designed innovative ways to help sup- 
port pupils with special educational 
needs in travelling independently on 
public transport. 

Working with Bents Green School, in 
Sheffield, TOPS has produced a range of 
specially designed resources, tailored to the 
particular needs of the students at the 
school. These include colourful and easy-to- 
read bus guides and pocket-sized ‘prompts’. 

The guides help to prepare students, 
some of whom have not previously travelled 
by bus, by visually breaking the journey 
down into small stages and giving clear 

information about the route. The ‘prompt 
packs’ are small and discreet and offer 

step-by-step support for pupils during a 

journey. 


/ 
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* Maximum loading height 1.83 metres 
* Maximum platform length 1.5 metres 
° Fits unobtrusively into luggage area. 


A range of executive and touring coach lifts with ground to coach deck heighis of 
up to 1830mm. 


Coach Lift provides access for the mobility impaired to long distance touring coaches 
opening the possibility of more extensive travel than was previously available. 


Mounted within the upper area of the luggage compartment an installation which 
enables retrospective fitting ensuring protection from the corrosive effects of road dirt, 
salt and spray. 


The latest option produced in liaison with the DETR for UK trials is 
the multi-access mega. With a massive platform size of 1500 long 
x 1000 wide. This gives superb ease of accessibility for the largest 
of wheelchairs. 


Passenger Lift Services Limited, Unit 10, Crystal Drive, 
Smethwick, West Midlands B66 1QG 
Tel: 0121 552 0660 Fax: 0121 552 0200 


Note: Special lifts can be builf to suit most purposes — ae Jirles@pls-access.co.uk 
PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS Web =: hie /www.pls-access.co,UK 


supplier 


Ratcliff sells to Palfinger 


UBJECT TO the regulatory approval by 

the Austrian antitrust authority, Palfinger 

AG, listed on the Vienna stock exchange, 
is to acquire UK-based Ratcliff Tail Lifts Ltd, a 
subsidiary of the Ratcliff Group Ltd. The 
company, which has a third of the UK market, 
has 40 years of experience in the design and 
production of lifts for the commercial and 
passenger markets. It will be known as Ratcliff 
Palfinger. 

Ratcliff Tail Lifts employs over 200 staff and 
generates annual sales of £20 million (euro 30 
million), comparing with Palfinger’s euro 400m. Its 
customer base is predominantly made up of major 
fleets such as retailers, logistics, distribution and 
service operations, rental companies and community 
transport operators. 

Palfinger CMO Herbert Ortner told route 
accessPLUS: “We are now the number one in 
Europe’s biggest market for tail lifts.” In addition, the 
move will strengthen and support the pace of entry of 
Palfinger’s tail lift range in the UK. Palfinger and 
Ratcliff have been co-operating in this area already for 
some time. 

Palfinger was founded 60 years ago and the major 
shareholder is Hubert Palfinger, 63, son of the 
founder. 

Mr Ortner is keen to stress that it is business as 
normal. Ratcliff Tail Lifts Ltd becomes a 100% 
subsidiary of Palfinger AG and the two companies will 
be integrated as soon as possible, whilst existing 


Although commercial 
vehicle applications 
were the main 
attraction, Palfinger’s 
acquisition of Ratcliff 
Tail Lifts gives it 
access to a range 
suitable for the 
growing European 
passenger lift 
market. Mike 
Morgan reports 


production, sales and service arrangements will 
remain unchanged. 

Mr Ortner said: “The existing management team 
of Ratcliff Tail Lifts Ltd will continue to run the 
business under the new ownership. The business 
will retain a level of autonomy and independence, 
enabling the local management to take all necessary 
steps to further increase profitability. We expect 
additional synergies especially in the purchasing area, 
which will gradually have a positive effect on 
operational and financial results.” 

Synergies expected include common purchasing 
arrangements, though research and development 
stays with Ratcliff Palfinger, which continues to be led 
by John Lane, Managing Director, together with the 
existing directors and management team. Sales, 
production and the 24-365 service network, will 
remain unchanged. 

John Ratcliff, CBE, Chairman of the Ratcliff Group, 
said: “This is a milestone for Jean and myself, as we 
both know that it will give the business to which we 
have committed so much of our lives, a secure, 
exciting and positive future in the global 
environment.” 

The Ratcliff Group remains a strong trading entity. 
Stone Hardy, its national service company, Wessex 
Medical, manufacturer of specialist lifts for disabled 
people in the built environment, and Planet 
Flowline are not affected by the sale and remain 
part of The Ratcliff Group based in Welwyn 
Garden City. 


Ratcliff’s customer base 
includes rental companies 
and community transport 

operators 


Accessible coaching 
for all generations. 


Style, comfort, practicality — 
an unbeatable package 


16 seats or up to 6 wheelchairs 
A range of seat and lift options 
Comprehensive 3 year warranty 


Backed by the pedigree of PLAXTON, commanding almost 
100 years of building coaches for discerning clients. 


All this at a price which could be more affordable than 
you might think. 


Limited number of standard specification coaches 
available for imminent delivery 


Call NOW for details. 


>faxton | ted Coach Sales Centre, Crossroads, Anston, Sheffield, S2S 4€S 
Tel: 01909 SSII66 Fax: OIS09 567994 wuiw.plaxtonlimited.co.uk 
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A call to disabled 
Londoners to get 
on buses and ‘use 
their travel rights’ 
was the main 
message emerging 
from Transport for 
London’s 
Accessibility 
Summit held last 
month. Mike 
Morgan reports 
from the Canary 
Wharf event 


aa 


RANSPORT for London’s 
Accessibility Summit was 
geared to the launch of TfL’s 
‘accessible buses’ advertising 
campaign, which aims to allow disabled 
people to be treated as part of the 
general public, not someone who has to 
be given special treatment. 
Nevertheless, there was no getting away 
from the need to recognise that disabled 
people need special consideration. 
A video diary projected at the event 
highlighted everyday 
difficulties facing those in 
wheelchairs who want to use 
local bus services. It 
demonstrated that low-floor 
access and raised kerbs are not 
the complete answer. Problems 
encountered included: 


How travel 

in London is 
becoming more 
accessible 


@ ALL buses will be wheelchair 
accessible by the end of the 


London 


Accessibility is about 
‘ordinaryness’ 


whenever they can and make use of their right to 
travel around London like anyone else. 

Mr Heiser said: “Public transport in London is so 
much more accessible than it used to be, and 
measures are in place to make the service even better. 
But the next step is for as many disabled Londoners as 
possible to use these new measures and help us make 
sure they work. 

“If | have one message to people who have felt that 
public transport hasn’t been an option for them 
before, it would be simply ‘have a go’, and show 
everyone that we have a right to travel too. 

“We need disabled Londoners to use the services 
so TfL, bus operators and the general public know 
how to make things better.” 

TfL’s new campaign highlights that nine out of 10 
buses in the capital are now wheelchair accessible, 
and it is running in targeted press and on bus shelters 
throughout London in July and August. 

Representatives from disability groups such as 
GLAD (Greater London Action on Disability), RADAR 
(Royal Association for Disability and Rehabilitation) and 
Transport for All attended the Accessibility Summit on 
27 June. They not only had the opportunity to try out 
existing and prototype accessible vehicles, but also to 
put their questions and concerns to representatives of 
London's bus operators and TfL bosses. 


year, forming the largest 
wheelchair accessible network 
in the world 

@ All 22,500 London bus 
drivers will have had BTEC 
level disability equality training 
by the end of the year 

@ Investment in Dial-a-Ride, 
Taxi Card, and other door-to- 
door services has been made 
for those unable to use other 
forms of transport 

@ A Travel Assistance Scheme 
is being developed to give 
disabled passengers confidence 
to get back on to public 
transport with the help of a 
‘buddy’ on their first few trips 
@ Leaflets will be available to 
give passengers advice on what 
to expect, and drivers advice on 
meeting the needs of disabled 
customers 


%, 
reunite? 


The need to be at the front of 
the queue so that the right bus 
can be seen and the driver is 
aware that a wheelchair passenger 
is waiting 

The steepness of the wheelchair 
ramp when deployed in the middle 
of the road 

Buses with wheelchair ramps at 
the centre door haven't ‘a cat in 
hell’s chance’ of getting close 
enough to the kerb — especially 
when vans and cars are parked at, 
or close to, the stop 

Different layouts in different 
types of bus 

Difficulty manoeuvring a 
wheelchair when the bus is full 
» Getting the wheelchair space 

vacated when occupied by 
buggies 

The nightmare of having to 
reverse off a crowded bus 

Meanwhile, Bryan Heiser, 

TfL Board’s adviser on 

disability, called for fellow 
disabled Londoners to get on 
to public transport 
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Yay 


We are a central UK based company which offers a fast, friendly and efficient 
service to provide dealerships/local authorities and nursing homes as well as 
individuals with a bespoke vehicle built to their own requirements. 


Accessible Bus & 

Minibus Options Available 

¢ Tested floor systems 

- Climate control or Air conditioning 

« Electric door options 

+ Diesel & Water saloon heaters 

+ Choice of upholstery/carpet & 
seat trims 

+ Full vehicle refurbishments 

+ Electric & Manual underfloor steps 

+ Satellite Navigation & DVD Players 

¢ Vehicle internet access 

« Please phone for a quotation 


Contact Sales on: 01782 790333 Fax : 01782 790343 
Email: vcl@postmaster.co.uk 

Vehicle Conversions Limited, Unit 2 Furlong Lane, Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST6 3LE. 


RICGN 


INNOVATION IN MOBILITY 


UP..DOWN...UP...DOWN...SIMPLE! 


We are raising our standards to offer you peace of mind 


For more information about Ricon wheelchair lifts FREEPHONE 0800 435677 
Ricon UK Limited, Littlemoss Road Droylsden, Manchester M43 7 EF 
email: info@riconuk.com 


Our reputation for engineering excellence has been 
developed over thirty years of manufacturing mobility 
products. 


Ricon’s comprehensive quality control systems ensure 
that the same exacting standards of manufacture are 
repeated time after time. 


You can count on Ricon to deliver the safety, reliability 
and quality required for today’s operating infrastructure. 


We understand the unique challenges of our customers, 
our continuous programme of development enables us 
to be the innovators in the mobility market, our growth 
world wide is impressive, and our future plans for you 
are challenging. 


Ji MIG? A x _ 
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The new name 
for 


Established in North London over 41 
years ago, Ratcliff Tail Lifts rapidly 
became UK market leader, an 
enviable position it still holds today. ay Fa r x >. 4 
The Ratcliff Group Limited is Ca ©G t= 

delighted to announce that Ratcliff 
Tail Lifts Ltd will become a 100% Th * 

subsidiary of PALFINGER AG, the eS Sq ety 
Austrian based leading manufacturer 
of hydraulic lifting, loading and y ae 
handling systems. The company will 2 

be known as “RATCLIFF PALFINGER” 
and will continue to be led by the § + 

existing management team. Ha te | re ct | ex ¢ as re fs 
John Ratcliff, CBE, Chairman of 
the Ratcliff Group, states “This is a 
milestone for me and my sister 
Jean, as we both know that it will 
give the business to which we have 
committed so much of our lives, a 


secure, exciting and positive future 
in the global environment.” 


www. ratcliffpalfinger.co.uk Need a eng POF New School 
Minibus for | ojo, Contracts 


HIRE 


Nationwide Vehicle Rentals 
ae 


-.. RATCLIFF Ly \ta 
RR Pe Sy 


9 SEATER 


"16 SEATER coach built 


Short and Long Term Contract Hire 
Spot Hire 


Minibus and Accessible 


Many vehicles for sale. New & Used Purchase Plan. 


For details ring David Broad 


01474 813939 or 07967 326116 
www.londonhireltd.com 


Tel: 020 7231 3252 
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Dundee 


Making bus 
access easier 


mh \ 7 fia 


It wasn’t the full 
story when Travel 
Dundee 
announced that 
its fleet was 
100% low-floor. 
As Mike Morgan 
reports, a visit 
to the Scottish 
city reveals a 
comprehensive 
approach geared 
to making buses 
easier to use for 
a wider range of 
passengers 


i © 


i SP54 CHO 


A fleet of 18 Wrightbus Gemini-bodied Volvo B7TLs completed a 100% easy access fleet 


HE ARRIVAL of a fleet of 18 Wrightbus 

Gemini-bodied Volvo B7TLs was sufficient 

to enable Travel Dundee to proudly boast 
that, as from November 2004, it was the first 
major bus company in the country to operate a 
complete 100% easy access fleet. 

This claim covers the main operational fleet that 
provides the local bus services within the city of 
Dundee — a city of some 145,000 people within a 
regional catchment population of 325,000. However, 
wheelchair users and mothers with buggies are not 
the only ones with disability problems. There’s much 
more to providing accessible services than lowering 
the floor of the buses — and the situation in Dundee 


SmartBus 
— 


eel ae 


= 


Real-time passenger information (RTPI) will be displayed at 
250 locations throughout Dundee by the end of summer 2005 


serves to demonstrate that bus operators are 
unable to deliver a comprehensive package of 
measures by themselves. 
Ninewells Hospital is on the western edge 
of Dundee where it acts as a hub for four 
existing Travel Dundee routes. The 
interchange at Ninewells has been 
remodelled, forming an integral part of the 
main hospital entrance, allowing the public 
to walk to gain access while staying under- 
cover. 
A herringbone layout for the buses is 
separated from the taxi stands, while 
passengers remain behind sliding doors. 
However, before leaving the 
hospital’s reception area 
they can either check bus 
timetable information at the 
Journey Planner terminal or 
glance up at the large 

| overhead screen, which will 
soon switch from timetable 
information to real-time 
information as part of the 
Dundee SmartBus initiative. 
Further help is available for 
the visually impaired when 
they reach the bus departure 
points, which have special 


nl 


Further help is available at the bus 
departure points, which have special 
audio information terminals 


audio information terminals. 

t ¢ The City Journey Planner is 

aN provided by Dundee City ssib/ 
Council to allow visitors and Sa S 


residents a quick and simple 4 
method of planning their journey >> r NE, 
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reunite? 


The interchange at 
Ninewells has been 
remodelled, forming an 
integral part of the 
main hospital entrance 


cessible 


> by public transport within the city. It’s an 


Internet-based service that is simply 
accessed by keying in the required 
destination. Within seconds the details of 
the journey are displayed. 

Alternatively passengers can obtain a 
dedicated SMS code for each bus stop and 
phone for stop-specific information. 

These are the features that single out 
Dundee, but they are funded by public 
money — i.e. the Scottish Executive — and 
arise out of a close working relationship with 
the City Council. 
Accessibility is more than just the buses. Of 
course it requires the right type of vehicle with 
wheelchair provision and properly trained 
drivers. However, it is a complete package that 
makes life easier for all passengers wishing to 
travel by bus. 
Real-time passenger information (RTPI) will be 
displayed at 250 locations throughout Dundee by 
the end of summer 2005 by using the ACIS satellite 
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Dundee 


navigation system. The system aims to overcome the 
complete lack of bus priority measures in Dundee. It 
will also allow priority for buses at over 80 traffic 
signal locations in the city. 

The Scottish Executive is committed to 
introducing a smartcard-based system for the 


The City Journey Planner is 
provided by Dundee City Council 


National Concession Fares Scheme for the elderly 
and disabled effective from April next year. This will 
involve fitting new ticket issuing and other ancillary 
equipment to vehicles as well as setting up new back 
office systems to allow this to happen. 


rentals 
bus and coach limited 


sible Vehicles 


Dawsonrentals benefits: 


- Over 70 years experience 

- Network of over 30 UK branches 
- Operating in 5 countries 

- Large portfolio of products 

- Proven customer service record 


Our popular models include: 


Both come with 

All seats fitted with ‘all age’ lap and diagonal belts 
M2 tested floor, seats and wheelchair fixtures 

Fully tracked flat floor 


Freephone: 0800 0859 065 


rentals bus and coach limited =. 
Delaware Drive, Tongwell, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK15 8JH 


Tel: 01908 218 111 Fax: 01908 610 156 
www.dawsongroup.co.uk email: contactus@dawsongroup.co.uk group 


A Fantastic 


or + 


to our Minious range 


The Irisous Start Daily Minibus has been designed to provide both the driver and the operator with a world-beating 
passenger-carrying vehicle. Built to drive like a car, out with the strength of a truck, the Irisus Start heralds a new 
benchmark in passenger vehicle design and ouild, which others will find hard to follow. With the driver's and the 
passengers’ comfort paramount in our design brief, it is no surprise then that using our wealth of knowledge we 
have designed a fantastic low price vehicle. 


Special attention has been devoted to reducing the noise within the saloon. With independent front suspension, 
improved engine and new body aerodynamics we have been able to reduce the noise level down to 68-cB(a) at 
50 mph, similar to that of a modern passenger car. 


Why not call us and find out more. 


Phone: 01993 959 660 Fax: 01923 259 623 Web: wwwiirisbus.co.uk oe 


FIRST IN ABERDEEN 
Optare Nouvelle SR2 


First ¢ 


GRAMPIAN Coaches, part of 
First in Aberdeen, has bought a 
Nouvelle SR2 28-seat executive 
midi coach from OPTARE 
COACH SALES (01709 535100). 

It joins a 33-vehicle fleet and is 
being used on a variety of private 
hire work from distillery tours and 
golf trips throughout Scotland to 
carrying rugby teams and doing 
corporate work. 

“We are finding that inbound tour 
groups are often too small in 
number to put a full-size coach on 
to the job,” explained Coach 
Manager Tom Gordon. “Tour 
operators tell us that their clients 


don't like rattling around in a large 
coach yet still expect the level of 
comfort, the good view and the 
smoother ride of a larger vehicle. 
The Optare Nouvelle satisfies their 
needs on all counts. 

“The Nouvelle is also particularly 
good for golfing parties because of 
its considerable luggage capacity. 
We've been surprised how much 


you can get into its big boot and our : 


drivers find it easy to load with its 
low platform height, large door and 
good lighting. 

“It’s also an attractive looking 
coach that presents a good image 
for our business.” 


BENNETT’S COACHES 


Mercedes-Benz Touro 


FOLLOWING its experience of 
operating three Mercedes-Benz 
Citaros, Gloucester-based 
Bennett’s Coaches has bought a 
Touro coach from EVOBUS 
(UK) (02476 626000). 

It has 49 reclining seats, centre 
sunken toilet as well as CD, tape 
and DVD player and twin monitors. 

“It’s important to look at the 
total picture when investing in new 
vehicles,” says John Doherty of 
Bennett’s. “In choosing first of all 


the Citaros, and now the Touro, we : 
are investing in quality and reliability : 


for our customers. 
“People who charter coaches are 


much more aware of vehicle quality : 


than they used to be,” he 
continued, “and we are relatively 
unusual in that we aim to provide 
the same standard of coach to all 
our customers. 

“So the Touro could be doing a 


local hire today and a European trip : 


tomorrow.” 
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routeONE Trader Exchange 


1988 Scania Jonckheere 
P99 Double Decker 
19 seats + 2 tables on lower deck, 55 
seats on upper deck, toilet, fridge on 
both decks, drinks machine, retarder, 
reversing camera, cruise control, sat nav, 
comfort shift gearbox, new MOT 


1990 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 
49 seats + courier, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, aircraft lockers, 
carpets, lap belts, new MOT 


1989 Volvo Jonckheere 
55 seats + courier, radio, tape, PA, 


lap belts, automatic 


Further information 
and photos available 
on request 


www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
or speak to Isabel on 


020 8339 4826 


Vehicles for Sale 


1998 Volvo BIOM MK4 Van Hool T9 

Ex Shearings, 48 seats, rear servery and floor mount- 

ed toilet, air con, MoT November 05, painted silver 
85,800 £81,000 ono 


1990 Dennis Javelin Duple 320 
57 seats, new clutch, bearings and flywheel, very eco- 
nomical, in white/blue, MoT Feb 06 £11,000 ono 


1993 K Reg mercedes 609 
24 seater just retrimmed and painted white, | years 
MoT, new tacho head £5,000 ono 


1996 LDV Convoy 
Low roof, 16 seats in white, ideal contract vehicle, 
MoT Nov 05 £45,000 £12,000 ono 


Alll prices plus VAT 


Call David 07050 199374 
01707 660230 (Hertfordshire) 


RA Matthews Commercials 


1990 Mercedes Setra 
49 seats with centre sunken W/C, double 
glazed, air con, TV + Video, excellent all 
round condition, respray in white 


£21,950 ono + VAT 
01531 640374 (Anytime) 


Herefordshire 


SECURE YARD 
POULT 


@ 2700 Sq? 
Office & Storage space 
@ Oldsbury, West Midlands 
@ Close to M5/M6 


Phone Mat: 


07989 948 810 
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1991 (P) Jonckheere Deauville 
Volvo BIOM, manual, 49 seats, belts, 
radio, PA etc, MOT 03/06, Tax 12/05, 
white, £19,950 + VAT 


1989 (G) Duple 320 Leyland Tiger, 
manual, 53 re-trimmed seats, belts, 
nice condition, £4,495 + VAT 


PRICES INCLUDE ALL TYRES 


07854 807362 


1990 Plaxton Paramount 3500 Volvo BI0M, 53 
seats, complete set of recently replaced double glazed 
windows, MOT to June 2006 £18,900 + VAT 

1990 Plaxton Paramount 3500 DAF B3000, 5! 
seats, centre sunken toilet, air-con, reconditioned 
engine fitted April 05, MOT November 2005 
£22,500 + VAT 


1992 Plaxton Paramount 3200 DAF SB2305, 55 
seats, air-con, MOT March 2006 £20,500 + VAT 


1993 Leyland DAF 400, |7 seats factory conversion, 
MOT December 2005 £950 + VAT 


1995 Leyland DAF 400, |6 seats, high roof, front 
entry, Halloway conversion, MOT August 2006 
£2,100 + VAT 


1992 Plaxton Premier 3500 Volvo BI0M, 48 seats. 
toilet, air-con, MOT November 2005 £31,500 + VAT 


Telephone: 0208 808 2000/6446 


1979 LEYLAND 
ATLANTEAN 


Two Available 


86 seats, 680 engines, semi auto, 
MOT October 05 + February 06 


£3,000 + vat each or 
£5,500 + vat for the pair 


01294 605454 
(Scotland) 


WATERMILL 
COACHES 


FRASERBURGH ® SCOTLAND 


1998 Merc 711 Mellor Coach 29 seats 


1998 Ford Transit 14 seats 


1996 Merc 709 Leic Carr 29 seats 


1994 Ford Transit 14 seats 
Merc 811 Auto Bus Coach 25 seats 


Mereg@¥Nrice Bus 


Merc 811 Service Bus 


1993 
1993 29 seats 
1992 31 seats 


1992 Merc 709 Service Bus 27 seats 


79 seats 


1990 Neoplan Skyliner Auto 


Volvo B10M Van Hool 49 seats 


Mereg@PMrice Bus 


Volvo B10M Van Hool 


1990 
1987 24 seats 
1986 53 seats 


All above vehicles are taxed & tested 
Also various double deck buses available 
For further info and details please call: 


01346 513050 


BLYTHSWOODMOTORS LIMITED 
TEL : O141 221 3165 / 0141 639 6107 EVENINGS 


VITO NEW AND USED 
2002 Vito 7 Seat + Driver Full Service History............. £7500 
1999 Vito 6 Seat + Driver 110 Auto, White 
New But Registered | 11 Extra Long 9 Seats, White, Up to 3 Wheelchairs, Ramp 
SAVE £1,500 
2004 Vito | 11 Extra Long 9 Seat + Driver, Air Con, Metallic Paint £14500 SAVE 
£5,000 
2004 Vito 109 Extra Long 9 Seat + Driver, White, Guaranteed 8500 miles Only SAVE 
£1,600 
New Vito models now in stock, colours available 


CHEAP COACHES AND SPARES 


1987 MAN Algarve 53 Seat Good Runnef........0+ £3; ‘000 
DAF 10.61 Engine £ 1500.00 also MAN 1141 3cc..... 


Merc V8 rie 14600cc.... 


2002 Javelin 47 Coach . 


2002 Javelin 8.5m 36 Coach Spec or WIC 


MERCEDES SERVICE SALE SALE SALE 
From £10,000 814D Vario ZF Air Suspension, Telma From £10,000 
Retarder, 1997 to 1999 Bodies, 
Alexander, Plaxton, Marshall etc Very Low Mileages for year, some with 
upgraded semi coach Seats 
From £10,000 First Come First Served From £10,000 


1994 BOVA FUTURA FHD, 49 reclining 
seats plus crew, centre sunken toilet, cof- 
fee, PA, curtains, video, recent retrim and 
engine rebuild, MoT April 2006 £46,500 


1989 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON 3500, 
53 retrimmed rec seats plus crew, rear 
sunken toilet, MoT Feb 2006, tidy for 
year, good contract vehicle £15,000 


ALL COACHES ARE IN WHITE WITH 
PRIVATE No. PLATES 


HEMMINGS COACHES (DEVON) 
01237 451282 or 07881802750 


DENNIS JAVELIN 


70 seater Duple 320 body 
New conversion 
3 point belts — Cogent seats 
Private plate 
MOT February 2006 
Re-pannelled & new re-spray — all white 
Very clean 
Ideal for private hire or school work 
Photos available on request 


Tel: 01466 792410 
Mob: 07813 502794 


4 Leyland National 
Mark 1980 
Ex Trent. Volvo engines. 
All in daily use. MoT 2006. 
52 + 22 Pacs with tax & tyres 
£1,950 + VAT each 
2 Mercedes 814 Vario 1997 
Alexanders Manual 
Destination gear. In daily use, 
MoT 2006. 
27 + 8 Pacs with tax and tyres 
£9,700 + VAT each 


01298 812204 


1989 SCANIA 
N1I13DR/ALEXANDER 
CHOICE OF TWO 


80 seats (recent retrim), | tested to May 
2006, other early August, only £17,000 
each, no lets say £16,000 each (they need 
painting), or twist my arm if you can’t 
resist the two. 


Paul Brown 01529 49725 (south Lincs) 
or 


Andrew 01406 330232 cer 


further South Lines) 


EXPRESS OF BATLEY 


1999 T REG HIGH ROOF CONVOY 
CONCEPT CONVERSION, FULLY 
REFURBISHED, FRONT ENTRY COACH 
WITH MOT & TAX, IMMACULATE 
CONDITION. 
£6,999 + VAT 


MERCEDES 614 VARIO 

24 HIGH BACK SEATS, EXCEL CON- 
VERSION, POWER DOOR, IMMACU- 
LATE CONDITION, 12 MONTHS MOT, 
AVAILABLE FROM 4th AUGUST. 
£40,000 + VAT 


01924 476615 .. 07970 287106 


BEDFORD DUPLE 320, | 986, 57 seats, 
MOT 02.07.06 £4,000 + VAT 


DAF DUPLE 320, 1989, 57 seats, MOT 
06.04.06 £6,000 + VAT 


DENNIS DUPLE 320, 1988, 53 seats, 
MOT 24.10.05 £6,000 + VAT 


FORD PARAMOUNT, 1983, 53 seats, 
no MOT £500 FOR SPARES OR REPAIR 


A SET OF 53 SEATS TO FIT A DUPLE LAZER, 
VERY GOOD CONDITION £250 + VAT 


07889 515773 


EAST ANGLIA 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


Mercedes 29-seat coach 


2001 Mellor with coach back end, very 
nice condition, finance available 


£49,500 ono 


01259 212802 M-Line Scotland 


DENNIS JAVELIN 


47 SEATER CAN BE UP-SEATED TO 
60, 1995 PRIVATE PLATE, EX MOD, 
WADHAM STRINGER MARK 3, 
MOT MARCH2006, ALL WHITE, 
LOW MILEAGE, VGC CONDITION 


£25,000 + VAT 


Tel: 01466 792410 
Mob: 07813 502794 


TMS End of Season Sale 


Volvo BIOM Plaxton Paramount 3200, 
1988, full respray in white, 57 new belted 
seats in blue graffitti, MOT Jul 06 £17,500 


Volvo BIOM Caetano Algarve, 1986 on 
private plate, 53 belted recliners, MOT July 
06 £5,500 


Leyland Tiger Berkhof Everest, |986, 
semi automatic, 49 belted recliners, centre 
demountable toilet, wired for TV/video, 
MOT recently expired OFFERS 


DAF MB200 Plaxton Paramount 3200, 
1983, 53 belted seats, MOT Dec 05 
£3,500 


DAF Long Panoramic, |987 on private 
plate, 49 belted recliners, centre sunken 
toilet, TV/video, MOT Apr 06 £12,500 


Toyota Optimo MK2, 1990, 21 belted 
seats plus table & courier seat, MOT Apr 
06, choice of 2 at £7,500 each 


01795 660088 


07850 848008/07961 192927 
(Kent) 


!'!GREAT OFFERS!! 


VAN HOOL 1983 - 50 seater, MOT 3 
March 06, excellent condition, first to 
see will buy £7,500 + VAT 


!PLUS MORE GREAT OFFERS! 
BOVA 2000, MOT 2006 
BOVA 1998, MOT 2006 
DUPLE 1984, MOT 2006 


SELLING DUE TO LACK OF DRIVERS 


01228 576804 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


'!! AUTOMATICS !!! 
1982 MCW Double ) GM Spec, 
Gardner engin ‘Ov graffiti, very clean 
and tidy, MoT 5, £2,500 ono 

1983 Leyland Olympia puble Decj Bus 
GM Spec, Gardn ~): box, no graffiti, 
very clean an O june 2006, New rear 
under frame ‘S' le last year, £2,995 ono 


1990 Leyland Tiger, Cummins engine, ZF auto, 
) last year, very 


Ex Shearings spec, regri 
good stretch ‘Ov Pan interior, MOT 
Dec 2005, S 

£8,995 ono 


1993 Dennis Javelin, Cummins engine, ZF auto, 
Plaxton Premier 3200 Interurban body, 
retrimmed last year, good condition throughout, 
MOT Sept 2005, 

£26,995 ono 

1993 Dennis Javelin, Cummins engine, ZF auto, 
Plaxton Premier 3200 Interurban body, 
retrimmed last year, good condition throughout, 
MOT Aug 2005, 

£26,995 ono 


All above prices are plus VAT 


All above are still in daily service and have beem 
maintained to a high standard using OE parts 
where possible. 
Photo's available by email 
vehicles@mrtravel.co.uk 
or phone 01706 759976 


COAKLEY BUS & COACH LTD 


1998 (S) Mercedes Vario, 28 seat service 
bus supplied with new MOT £8,500 


3 x 1990 (H) Volvo BIOM service buses, 
43 seats £7,000 each 


2 x 04 reg Peugeot European cabs, 8 seats 
inc driver £16,000 each 


Assortment of Mercedes service buses 
L+M regs from £2,000 various MOT’s 


01698 260001 


1996 Iveco 


Beulas 
49 seats 


full spec 
MoT June 05 


www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
or speak to Isabel on 


020 8339 4826 


Hunters of Loanhead 
Offers for sale 


1999 Volvo B10M 
Mk4 Van Hool T9 
49 seater, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, hot water boiler, 
video, monitor, seat belts, owned 
and maintained by us from new 


£100,000 + VAT 
Choice of 2 
0131 440 0704 


DREW WILSON 


BUS AND COACH SALES 
Tel/Fax: 01412 485524 - Mobile: 07764 200444 
2000 (W) Mercedes 814D Plaxton Beaver 2, 31 dual purpose h/b seats, 
long MoT, dual purpose spec, manual, VGC, £24,000 
2000 (W) Plaxton Cheetah Mercedes Vario 814D, 33 seats, MoT May 06 
dark grey moquette, white exterior, wheel trims, Vboot, forced air + reading 
lights, £47,500 also 25 seater high spec, MoT March 06 £47,500 
1995 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 53 seats, Mot expiry: 03/06, 
£45,000 
1996 (N) B10M Van Hool Alizee, 51 rec seats, centre WIC, A/C, 
DVD, 55,3107km, new MoT, £66,500 
1998 () Volvo B1OM Premier 350, 51 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new 
MoT, repainted white, £72,500 
3x Leyland Atlantions, \V, 78/79 seats, MoT, £2,000 each 
1990 P/P Neoplan Skyliner, 79 seats, auto, full coach spec, MoT 
20/10/05, Merc V8 engine, ZF auto, £28,000 
1999 (T) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 48 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new 
MoT repainted white, £79,000 
1996 Volvo B10M Premiere 350, 53 seats, crew seat, rear continental door, 
double glazing £54,000 
1992 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 51 rec seats + crew seat, 
TVivideo, retarder £22,000 
1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 49 retrimmed seats plus WIC, 
new MoT, cont door, alloys, MoT Nov 05, AVC, ex fraser eagle, 
£41,500 
1997 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 49/53 seats, MoT expiry: 03/06 
£62,000 
1990 Volvo B10 Van Hool Alizee, 51 seats, W/C, DVD, new retrim, MoT July 
05, brown interior, white exterior, 400,000km, £23,000 
1999 T B10M Prem 350, 49 seats, centre WIC, drinks, white, A/C, 
new MoT, £85,000 
2004 Mercedes 814D KVC Conversion, 29 coach seats, 3 point belts, 
40,000km, deep boot, power door, panoramic windows, DVD monitor, 
£46,000 
1997 (P) Dennis Javelin, u.v,g.Body, 57 new Cogent seats, 3 point 
belts, white exterior, wheeltrims, stereo, manual, new MoT, £36,500 
1996 Volvo B10M Jonckheere, 49/53 seats, new MoT £55,000 
1994 Volvo B10M Van Hool, 49/53 seats, MoT £45,000 
1998 (R) Mercedes 614D, 24 coach seats, TV/Video, boot, luggage rack, 
rfights, manual g/box, 180,000km, £19,000 
1988 Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, MoT, ZF, 6SP.57 recliners, white, good 
condition for year, £15,000 


1993 (L) Dennis 
Javelin/Wadham Stringer, 70 
New cogent seats, 3 point belts, manual 
gearbox, repanneled + painted in 
white, new MoT, £34,000 each 


1994/96 Dennis 
Javelin/UVG Bodies, 
choice of 3, 60 new cogent 
seats, 3 point belts, manual, 
rear boot + under floor lug- 
gage, new MoT's, 

1994 - £30,000 

1996 - £38,000 each 


1982/85 Leyland 
Olympian, 

74 seats, long 

MoTs, choice of 4 
£3,250 each 


1998 R Mercedes Sprinter 412D, White, 
acres front entry, |4 seats, 3 point belts, large 
luggage area, parcel shelves, twin side loading 
doors, air con, Euroliners, COIF PSV test till 
Feb 06, Dec R/Tax. £10,995 + VAT 


1995 N LDV 400 Turbo Diesel, front 
entery Accessible/Welfare minibus, |2 seats, 3 
point belts, Ricon foldaway lift will carry 3 
w/chairs, ex metro in red, very clean, COIF 
PSV test July 06 Tax May 06. £2,995 + VAT 


1994 M Ford Transit Diesel, Accessible 14 
seat minibus, 3 point belts, LWB hi roof, SLD 
PLS underfloor lift will carry 2 w/chairs, COIF 
PSV test till April 06, Tax May 06. £2,195 + 
VAT 


01274 575733 / 07968 738082 


LEWIS COACHES WHITLAND 


“Ein Nod Yw Plesio” “We Aim To Please” 


1998 @ Dennis Javelin - GX Berkhof 
Radial 
53 str + courier seat with arm 
rest, curtains, carpet, reversing 
camera, telephone point, radio/PA, 
MOT March 2006 exc. condition 


1981 @ Leyland Leopard Plaxton 
Supreme V 
53 str + courier seat, MOT Sept 
2005 


Genuine reason for the sale of 
vehicles - 


Restructuring of business due to 
loss of contracts. 


For more info ring: 


01994 240274 


When 
responding 
to adverts, 

please 

mention 
that you 
saw it in 


rOUTE 


- 
ye i n 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 
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routeONE | PYA@@F vehicle Sales 


Selling a Bedford for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


BEDFORD YRT 500 TURBO, 1975, Duple Dominant 
MkII, 11 metre, 53 seatbelted seats, engine in good cond - 
new clutch fitted £2,500 +VAT 07970 824871 
(Birmingham) 


BEDFORD YMPS 500 TURBO, 1986, 35 seater, run- 
ner but needs attention, taxed, MoT to Nov 05, many new 
parts £900 ono +VAT 01473 833483 (Suffolk) 


BEDFORD YNT 500 TURBO, 1982 Plaxton Supreme, 
53 seats - belted, good cond for age, MoT Sept 05. Will deliv. 
er £2,250 +VAT 01466 792410 


BEDFORD YNT PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 1984, 8 
reg - 53 seater, belted, head rests, P/D, PAS, curtains, VGC 
inside & out or £3,750 with new Mol £2,750 +VAT 01702 
347 742 or 07718 933 086 


aes eee 


DAF MB230 1982 Ploxton Paramount, Bodies, 50 str, 
Good runner, Test expired price from £2,500 +VAT 01790 
591503 


DAF VANHOOL ZF, 1984, splitter box, 11.6 engine, 53 
+ courier - belted, radio/ PA, unlettered in white £5,995 
+VAT 01934 618292 


DAF ALGARVE ZF, 1984, splitter box, 11.6 engine, 52 + 
courier - belted, radio/ PA, toilet, unlettered in white, T&T 
£2,995 +VAT 01934 618292 


DAF DUPLE 340, 1988, 53 seats, centre toilet, good run- 
ner, short MoT £2,500 ono +VAT 0121 789 7878 


SX DAF MB200 VIEWMASTER, 1962 beled, ole, cof: 
fee machine, owned by us for 10 years, garage maintained, 
tested to Aug £4,250 ono +VAT 01702 540456 


Dennis Dart Plaxton Front, 1990 
New test for purchaser, 30 seats, 11 standees, This vehicle was 
refurbished by ourselves in 2002, new floor covering, side facings, 
roof interior, Diptac fittings, cappings, retrimmed, repanelled etc etc. 
this vehicle will not need interior, or framing attention for 
3/4 years. No rot due to chromweld construction. 
£67800 £5,250 ono + VAT. P/ex suffered, more pics by email 


Large selection of new/used Tiger/Merc chassis 
& body spares, all must be cleared cheap!! 


Boomerang Bus 01684 292 108 
or 07778 66 44 34 


DENNIS JAVELIN DUPLE 320, 1988 (PP) 53 seats 
with belts, power door, ZF manual, new MoT, ready for work 
£5,250 ono +VAT 07843 094850 (Jenni) 


DENNIS PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 1989, 57 seater, 


0a COIF March 06, all white - unmarked £10,950 +VAT 
< 01724 281177 or 07802 299 086 


Classified Ri 


~ 


Coach Finance 
Specialists 


One of the most experienced providers 


of finance to the PCV operator. 


Whatever your finance requirement - 


we talk your language. 


tact 


el: 


01827 


& Coach” — 


260 


Eves/wkends: 07850 500501 / 07831 555377 
Email: sales@ibfc-assetfinance.com 


DENNIS PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 1990, 53 seater, 
COIF April 06, all white - unmarked £ 10,950 +VAT 01724 
281177 or 07802 299 086 


1988 VOVLO CITYBUS: 85 seats + 14 standees very 
good tyres, seats & body work - value for money p/x & 
finance £17,000 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN open top: very very good condi- 
tion, ready to work, tested with a top cover, have been very 
very well maintained, 69 seat p.c. all extras great opportu- 
nity p/x- terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Double Decks From open tops - Volvo - Leyland Lions - 
Olympains - Scania - Alexander - Metro buses - 
Dominators - Routemasters to coachs - Neoplan & Volvo 
deckers - all under one roof. p/x - terms welcome 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Cp 


LAG PANORAMIC, 1988, 49-seater Exec, DAF power, 
good cond, short test but will retest at cost £6,000 ono 
+VAT 07910 591503 


Ca 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV 400 CONVOY, 1992, 2.5 Diesel, white, front entry, 
16 high-back seats with 3-point seatbelts, MoT June 2006, 
good reliable workhorse £800 ono +VAT 01752 369 
000(South West) 


LDV CONVOY 400, 9-seater minibus, 2.5 diesel, 
70,000 miles, 1997, R reg, s/w/b twin wheel, PAS, white, 
full belts, cloth trim, 12 months Mol, very clean £1,395 
+VAT Farm Cars 01892 540421 


NOVEMBER 2000 DENNIS DART PLAXTON, 10.7M, 36 SEATS, 25 STANDEES, 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE, STAINLESS STEEL CRT EXHAUST SYSTEM, FULL ELEC- 


TRONIC DESTINATION TO DDA SPEC, RADIO, 


IMMACULATE CONDITION, 


OFFERS AROUND £55,000, AVAILABLE END OF JULY. 
TELEPHONE JIM STONES ON 01925 766 465 


28 21 July 2005 routeONE 


30 x 53 plate LDV 
Convoy, 17 seats, factory 
minibuses LWB, 
high roof, 25,000-35,000 
miles, long MoTs, balance 
of manufacturers 4 year 
or 150,000 mile warranty 
Delivered throughout 
the UK (at cost) 


£8750 + VAT 


Tel: 01673 838691 or 
07860 939600 


LDV CONVOY, R reg, 17-seat factory minibus, low miles, 
full COIF £1,795 +VAT 0161 406 9904 or 0778 633561 


LDV 16 seater, M reg, high roof, factory bus, COIF and long 
test, low mileage £795 ono +VAT 0161 406 9904 or 0778 
633561 


LDV CONVOY 2.5D, 1999, high-roof, 17 seater, tax, test 
and COIF, Ford engine £3,000 +VAT 07775 623686 - East 
Yorks 


LDV CONVOY, 1999 V reg, 17 seater, hi-roof, 13 months 
MoT, tax, COIF, Transit engine and box, good condition 
£3,995 +VAT 01495 751777 


LDV CONVOY, W reg, 8/12 seater, factory minibus, 2.5D 
Transit engine/ box, 48,000 miles only, tested 05/06, 
taxed, vgc £4,500 ono +VAT 07767 645832 


LDV CONVOY CONVERSION, 1994, 16-seater, diag 
lap belts, tail lift, low mileage, first to see will buy, T&T 
£3,000 +VAT 07900 191488 


LDV TURBO DIESEL, 1995, COIF PSV March 06, 17 high- 
back seats, coach interior, front entry, lowered step 
£2,100 ono +VAT 01482 376127 


Selling a Leyland for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LEYLAND TIGER 1982, 53 str, Manual gearbox, Very 
nice drive, Can be supplied with new test if required at cost 
£2,250 +VAT 07910 591503 


LEYLAND TIGER 1985, Semi auto Plaxton Paramount, 
5] str, Tidy vehicle, Tested until Oct £3,500 +VAT 07910 
591503 


LEYLAND DOUBLE DECK 1977 Coach built Training 
Bus, Semi Auto Gearbox, Power Centre Door, TV & Video, 
Tested, 9 KW Generator serving 10 computer stations with 
swivel seats, forced air ventilation throughout, emergency 
exit from top deck, TV and video, heavy tinted glass through- 
out, equipped for wheelchair access ramp, Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


=CON 


Updated and produced twice-a-year 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON SUPREME, 1982, 57 
belted seats, 6 months T&T £1,800 +VAT 01353 860226 


CS 


MAN MINICOACH 1991 10-180 
JONCKHEERE ASCOT 34 SEATER 


MOT JUNE 2006 
FINE SMART MINICOACH 


£13,950 
01865 331249 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our offer and advertise it here for 
FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D, 199], white, 26 high-back 
seats with 3-pint seatbelts, PAS, M2M Conversion, side skirts, 
slam door, MoT Sept. 2005, ideal contract vehicle £3,000 
ono +VAT 01752 369 000(South West) 


MERCEDES - BENZ VITO TRAVELINER: 9 seater 
great finish and performance available now in choice of 
engine, long or extra long wheelbase, quick release seats, 
luggage space, factory built, 6 speed gearbox, 3 years war- 
ranty, 4 doors and tailgate or 6 with rear doors, cdi engine, 
giving up to 60 mpg can take up to 3 wheelchairs, immedi- 
ate delivery, metallic paint in stock p/x welcome from 
£17,250 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 
639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ SPRINTERS: 16 seaters with 
coach back end, boot, panoramic windows, forced air venti- 
lation, or air conditioned, available now, also extended boot, 
p/x welcomed - remember our 24 & 33 Mercedes coach 
spec. immediate delivery all with power doors plus immedi- 
ate delivery 413 Sprinter wheelchair - 2 weeks also vito with 
3 wheelchairs. Immediate Del. p/x welcome Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ SERVICE BUSES 1997 to 2000 
Low Mileages also Mercedes Dual Purpose 29 & 33 
Upgraded Seats plus Standees fitted exhaust brakes and 
Telma Some Kneeling up to 18 MPG in Service Air Suspension 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 303, 1981, 53 seater plus courier, 
MoT Sept 05, good cond, good seats, retirement sale 
£4,500 +VAT 01843 223680 or 07749 284412 (Kent) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609D, 24-eater, belted coach 
spec. Racks, boot, M2M conversion 19, T&T, unlettered in 
white, would exchange 33-seater - cash either way 
£3,995 +VAT 01934 618292 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D, 30 seats, 1989 in white, 
service seats, taxed RO! £3,000 sterling no VAT 00 353 87 
296 7725 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE 


Schools go back soon! 


That long summer break is 
never as long as you need... 


Will you be ready ? 


Why not rent a bus now to help 
cover for vehicles down over the holiday period 


Pre-book seat- belted minibus now for September 


Mercedes 709 — 814 bus/coach rentals 
16-33 seats / coach / bus / Diptac / seatbelt options 
Call now for a no obligation quotation 
Immediate availability, nationwide delivery, all major credit 


cards welcome. 


omz 


For Sale: Brand new 


Mercedes Sprinter 311 CDi 
luxury-spec mini coach - in build. 
16 pass or 4 + 4 wich. Delivery 
mileage, taxed, tested for 12 
months, certificate of initial fitness, 
panoramic windows with green 
privacy tint. Richard & Shaw Urban 
seats. Unwin inner-tracking floor 
system. Facilities for rear-loading 
rampl/lift, side-loading step, central 
locking system. Webasto internal 
heater, walnut dash, DVD/CD player, 
TV, facilities for PA system 
For further details, please ring: 


01484 460736 or 
07885 347015 


Mercedes 814 Nouvelle, 
1996, P reg, 29 reclining seats, 
courier, forced air, reading 
lights, power door, large boot, 


resprayed white, taxed 6 
months, tested Jan 06, car- 
pets, curtains. 


FIRST TO SEE WILL BUY 


£22,500 ono 


07711 554446 or 01642 475306 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609D, 24 hogh-back seats, 1992, 
power door, taxed to December, ROI £4,000 sterling no 
VAT 00 353 87 296 7725 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D 27 bus seats, Nov 1993, L 
reg, MOT Oct 05 (will supply with new MOT, painted in white 
with mauve skirts, manual Gearbox, retrimmed seats and 
new flooring, repanelled in Aluminium and Repainted 2004. 
Power door, Destination gearNov 1993, L reg, MOT Oct 05 
(will supply with new MOT, painted in white with mauve 
skirts, manual Gearbox, retrimmed seats and new flooring, 
repanelled in Aluminium and Repainted 2004. Power door, 
Destination gear. Ref L233 £5,950 +VAT next-BUS 01249 
462 462 - 24hr www.next-bus.co.uk 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D 33 bus seats1993, K reg, 
MOT Feb 2006, Wright Aluminium body, manual gearbox, 
power door, clean and tidy, ready to work £5,250 +VAT 
next-BUS 01249 462 462 - 24hr www.next-bus.co.uk 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709, 1988, Rev Burgess Beaver, 
25 high-back seats, choice of two £2,000 each +VAT 
01527 542590 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D, 1993, 29 seat service bus, 
belted, 14 standing, Vario front fitted, brand new test 
£4,500 ono +VAT 07980 565524 or 01963 32512 lan - 
North Dorset) 


Selling a Minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


1996 ‘N’ FIAT DUCATO 2.5TD disabled minibus, 
200,000 miles, rear ramp, SLD, 3-seater cab, 3-point belts, 
non runner - requires engine, very clean - must be viewed 
£895 +VAT 0208 759 3969 or 077666 70411 


1997 P Reg IVECO 35-10 LWB hi-roof, disabled bus, 17- 
seater, 3-point belts, high back coach seats, Unwin tracking, 
front lower entry, rear under-slung tail lift, diamond white, 
117,000 miles, T&T, very good cond for year £4,995 - 
offers +VAT 0208 759 3969 or 077666 70411 


LDV 400, M reg in white, high roof COIF £795 +VAT 
0161 406 9904 or 07778 633 561 


1999, CONVOY LUXURY MINICOACH, Ford turbo 
engine and box, diagonal lap belts, low mileage, T&T 
£5,995 +VAT 07900 191488 


1992, TOYOTA OPTIMO, 18 seater, turbo, drinks 
machine, centre carpet, good cond, T&T £4,500 +VAT 
07900 191488 


RENAULT MASTER T35D, 1992, 13 seater with belts, 
under-floor luggage, private plate, new clutch - tidy for year, 
available after 4th August with new test £ 1,800 ono +VAT 
07980 565524 or 01963 32512 lan - North Dorset) 


Trader vehicte Sales 


Unit 5, Century Close, Kirk Sandall Ind Est, Doncaster DN3 1TR. 
Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 


POWER PLUG DOOR, 16 LUXURY M2 HIGH BACK SEATS, HUGE DROP WELL BOOT, FORCED 
AIR AND READING LIGHTS, 2.8 TURBO 6 SPEED GEARBOX, SKIRTS, SHOW CURTAINS, 
PANORAMIC WINDOWS, WALNUT DASH, COIF, READY NOW 


FRONT ENTRANCE, 16 LUXURY M2 HIGHBACK SEATS, LUGGAGE SPACE, PANORAMIC 
WINDOWS, LUGGAGE RACKS, MOQUETTE CENTRAL PANEL, 4 YEARS MANUFACTURERS 
WARRANTY, COIF, READY NOW 
ee KO OO OF OF KO EO EK KK OOO 
QUALITY 1 OWNER VEHICLES 
FORD TRANSIT — 15 SEATS, LOW MILEAGE, F.S.H. 

RENAULT MASTER — INBOARD TAIL LIFT, LOW MILAGE, F.S.H. 


* ee KKK OO OO OO OO 


FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTATION ON ANY MAKE OF 
VEHICLE PLEASE CONTACT SALES ON: 


TEL: 01302 888811 FAX: 01302 888900 
OR 
SHELLEY: 0776 9705350 PETER: 0776 9705352 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (WEEKENDS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY) 


www.excelconversions.co.uk 
Email: sales@excelconversions.co.uk 


AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


Family Established Business 1921 rac Tg 


i_.py 
MINIBUS SALES 


LDV Convoy 90 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS School Spe.........cccseeseneee 
PRE REGISTERED LDV STOCK AVAILABLE DEL! 
PRE REG, FORD TRANSIT 17SEAT 115PS WHITE AC TACHO. 
PRE REG, FORD TRANSIT 17SEAT 137 PS WHITE AC TACHO. 
USED 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 125PS 18250mls COIF/PSV.... 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 15000mlIs COIF/PSV. 
03 (53) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 18000mls COIF/PSV. 
03 (03) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 23000mls COIF/PSV. 
02 (52) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 30000mIs COIF/PSV. 
02 (02) Ford Transit 16 seat M/H/R LWB Twins s/l doors. COIF. 
04 (54) LDV Convoy 8 seat Executive Minibus Air Con, Leather seats 
Delivery miles.... 5 
04 (04) LDV Convoy ps 6410m| F/PSV... 
04 (04) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 13000mls COIF/PSV... 
03 (53) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 17771mls COIF/PSV.........ccesesseseeees £11,495.00 
03 (33) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 24000mlIs Tow Bar, 
Tachograph, easiclean vinyl floor. In Red 
96 (P) Iveco 25 seat coach COIF/PSV. 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof wheelchair accessible minibus 2.4 Dura., 8 seats or 6 passen- 


£13,750.00 
f 17 seat Wheelchair Accessible Minibus 75PS, 13 seats + 1 
large wheelchair or 13 seats + 2 small wheelchairs, Ratcliff Underfloor chair lift. 440000 

MOG a sisstsuain sts ncienitasenincnisveiiits cunusuadvbes3ebinnse ee ER eR READE NG teretrapieaessTeasacvst ORC OUEE £11,995.00 
W (00) Ford Transit Hi Roof 15 seat Welfare Bus. In White. With P.L.S. Underfloor wheel- 
Cra it,. 42000 Wall skeen ceics cosine eI ic ad ataonendignsatnensscayeisicadianaensee £10,995.00 
03 (52) Citroen Berlingo Multispace Disabled vehicle. 4 Passengers + 1 wheelchair. 1.4 
POCO seis essvsicesenssscrorsecesapensansdadv esau me aml mare Means ies seas canabevaavedndvntosesnySsaaisnssaynonsansh teen £8500.00 


The above vehicles are subject to VAT. Finance and extended warranties are available. 
All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV. Visit our website to view above stock. 
ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES, NP4 8AN 
10 minutes Junction 25A of M4 Motorway 


Ring Haydn Skinner on 
Tel: 01495 757111 mobile: 07850 739446 
or visit our website: www.minibus-sales.co.uk 
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Oh) WESTERN 
~~ COMMERCIAL 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 


814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 29/33 seats, L+D belts, Bus Chassis bus 
body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage racks, 

stock 

814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 
spec. 2 weeks delivery 

614 MERCEDES, 24 seats, power door, deep boot 

4 weeks delivery 

311 MERCEDES, 1/ seats, factory built coach spec, Stock 


USED USED USED USED USED USED 
4999 (T) FORD TRANSIT, 17 seats 


1999 (T) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seat, deep boot. Choice 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 


99S Iveco 59-12 Turbo Diesel Wheelchair Accessible 
Minibus 16 6 3 
Ricon intern 
PSV test, | vner 
ge. Ver good condition 
(54,000 miles only) 
£7,950 + VAT 


2003 “53” Plate Fiat Ducanto 11 MWB 2.3 JTD 8 passen- 
gers or 3+3 wheelchairs, luxury mo s, 3 
Ricon internal wheelchair lift, low 
loading doors, fully soft trimmed cen 
& mirrors, roof hatch, rear speak 
RANTED 27,000 MILES. Excellent throughout 
£10,950 + VAT 


1998 R LDV Convoy 2.5TD Welfare Bus Fully 


2002 “02" LDV Convoy 16 passenger hi-top Factory 
Minibus Ford 2.4 duratorque diesel, all-age 3 point seatbelts, head 
estraints, rear speakers, roof ventilator, towbar. COIF_12 months 
PSV,_1 owner, Warranted 29,000 miles. Excellent condition, superb 
value at 


£7,950 + VAT 


W and X Reg Mercedes 814 
Vario 24 Seater 


These vehicles feature front entry with power door, 24 high 
back coach seats, 3 point belts, luggage racks with forced air & 
reading lights, coach rear with dropwell boot, Euroliners, walnut 

dash, body skirts finished in white 
£27,995 reduced £26,995 + vat Finance from £89 p/w 


wwe ve. Adie ac! PUMMENGIALO SU OR 
WSUZb shou; 
OPTARE 
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GONTAC 


Up-to-the-minute industry information 


53 Plate Convoy Max, front entry, door step, high spec including 
TV, video, luggage area etc LPOA 

02 Plate Convoy, ford Turbo, Dura-torqu engine, front entry, luxury 
spec, heater, drop step etc. Full test. Low miles £11,995 or £49 per week 
§1 Plate Convoy Turbo, front entry, low miles, COIF, long test 
£10,995 


1995 Neoplan Cityliner 
Mercedes V8 Twin Turbo 


SETRA S210 REG 1989 


White (blue upholstery) ideal touring coach, 
air conditioned, MOT till December, V6 Merc 
engine, ZF 6 speed reconditioned gearbox, 28 
recliner seats, seat back flight trays, gallery 
area with mains battery charge, fridge, 
microwave, sink, hot water boiler, toilet, 2 
tv's, video, PA system, front fridge, 2 extra 
seats, 4 tables, private no. plate. 


£17,500 ono 
01227 742909 


Tri-axle, 48 seats, double courier, 
walk-in kitchen, drivers bunk, 
double glazed, red & grey interior 


Tel: 01455 200156 
Mobile: 07818 091517 


1996 SCANIA K113 ZF AUTOMATIC VAN HOOL, 
Sutrack air-con, 49 seater, toilet, servery, hot drinks, 
fridge, all white, MoT Feb 06 £44,950 


- WANTED - 


SCANIA IRIZAR, 2 axle Iveco Bealus 
or EOS 90, 95 onwards 


Tel:01257 473333 
or Mobile: 07740 417969 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


Selling a Setra for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


SETRA S415HD 2003 


49 ambient seats, twin courier, centre sunken toi- 
let, power operated continental door, 2 x drop 


down monitors, water boiler, fridge, air con, sat 
nay, manual gearbox, exterior metallic dark red, 
unlettered, 140,000km. 


£185,000 +vaT 


Break Away Coach Holidays 
tel: 07785 563385 


VOLVO B10M DUPLE CARIBBEAN, 1984, 49 belt- 
ed seats, plain white exterior, MoT Nov 05 £2,250 +VAT 
01962 773236 


routeONE 


3500 


1990 

53 seats w/belts 
Manual G/Box 
Telma 

Webasto 

PA & Radio 
Recent retrim 

New stretch panels 
Bare metal respray 
White 

Mot to 06/12/05 
Private No Plate 
£23000 +vat 
TAPPINS, Oxford 
01235 819393 


1998 Volvo B10M - Van Hool T9 


£92,500 + VAT 


SUPER LOW FLOOR BARGAINS: from Mini Darts - 
29 seats to 10.1 35 seats to 10.7 metre 44 seats all tested 
and with roll on ramps - what a selection & low low prices. 
1997 to 2001 up to 37 seats & all + wheelchair in stock now 
lowest floor lowest price 97 Plaxton 35 seats only £35,000 
also new Mini Darts @ £80,000 & 10.1 @ £86,000 immedi- 
ate delivery + 11.5 metre Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


12-METRE SERVICE BUSES NEOPLAN super low 
floor with racking for luggage (huge area) airport and serv- 
ice Cummins ZF auto/Telma/ wheelchair accessible 1999 
£39,000 only low miles 1990 Scania Alexander 51 Seats + 
22 Standees, Auto Drivers Training Vehicle, Extra Hand Brake 
for Instructor, £8,000 plus VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 
221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Look out for more 
vehicles in our Exchange 
section on pages 26 & 27 


Vehicle Sales 


2001 BOVA FUTURA auto with retarder. 49 r/s with flip-down tables, toilet , 2x TV's, DVD/video, 
hot water machine, fridge, air conditioning, 240v. Excellent condition! MOT Jan/Feb 2006. 
‘£120,000 + vat 


2001 AYATS ATLAS auto with retarder. 53 r/s with flip-down tables, bunk, toilet, 2 x TV, DVD/video, 
hot water machine, fridge, air Conditioning, Low Mileage. 240v Excellent condition!, just painted! MOT 
March 2006. £95,000 + vat. 


2000 AYATS BRAVO | [6 seats / 16 bunks, TV video system, 240v, hot water machine, fridges, 
| kitchen area, toilet, Air-conditioning, Landline A/C, excellent condition, MOT January 2006. 
£200,000 + vat 


| 1998 NOGE CATALAN TRI-AXLE MAN chassis, 16 seats / 10 bunks, 42" TV video system, 240v, 
hot water machine, fridges, kitchen area, toilet, Air-conditioning, Landline A/C, alloy wheels. MOT June 
2006. £110,000 + vat. 
1998 DAF IKARUS SB3000 chassis, |4 seats / 10 bunks with TV/DVD player in each, 37" TV & video 


system, 240v, hot water machine, fridges, toilet, Air-conditioning, Landline A/C, MOT February 2006. 
£100,000 + vat. 


Finance can be arranged, subject to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 
HEEL LL |_| 


MOSELE 


PEPE TEEPE ETT? 


MOSELEY (PCV) LTD, ELMSALL WAY, DALE LANE 
SOUTH ELMSALL,PONTEFRACT WF9 2XS 


Tel: 01977 609000 
Fax: 01977 609900 


www.moseleycoachsales.co.uk i’) 
2002 SETRA S315 GTHD 12M 
48 recliners, grey/red moquette with leather 
inlays to headrests, centre sunken toilet, 
power operated cont. door, double glazed 
tinted side windows, curtains, courier seat, 
AIR CON, Frenzel servery unit, twin colour 
monitors and wired video, satellite navigation 
system, electric driver’s window, Webasto 
and provision for driver's berth. Exterior 
white with green vinyls. Choice of 2. 


New Toyota’s available from stock 


1995 Volvo B10M Premiere 

1995-98 Volvo B10M Van Hools - Ring for details 
1994 Toyota Optimo - 21 seat 
1992 B10M Premiere - auto 

1992 Mercedes 709 - 28 seater, 3 point belts, 
new high back seats 
2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice 
2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma - Choice of 49/51 
seats, auto 
2001 Scania L94 Irizar Century - 53 seats, air con, auto 
Small selection of contract vehicles available 


SPUDWWIISIZABAPL ANOA adeI/d 0} F728 IPT OZL8O SUIY PIIJZISSEID 


Many more vehicles arriving - if you 
don’t see it - give us a call! 
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Most directories are LITTLE READ BOOKS... 


ton 1998 Only... : £37500} i SALE SALE SALE | \"., 
Marshall 43+ 814D Vario ZF Air Suspension, Telma 
Retarder, 1997 to 1999 Bodies, 
Alexander, Plaxton, Marshall etc Very 
| E Low Mileages for year, some with 
baad cme upgraded semi coach Seats 


2002 Javelin " e s o aad —_ 
ii Javelin 8.5m 3 v C DORKING <a s Aly K €10000.00, £10000,00 


1987 Setra 
| 1987 Setra 35 
} | 1985 Setra 49 Seat 
|1985 DAF Jonkheere 11 


Driver Full |1987 MAN Al Ss 
2 - M igarve 53 Sea 
|History. |DAF 10.61 


999 Vito 6 Seat + ? Merc V8 E: 


|New but Registered 111 Extra Long 9 Seats 
|White, Up to 3 Wheelchairs, Ramp SAVE £ 1500 
2004 Vito 111 Extra Long 9 Seat + Driver, Air 


Clearance Vehicles 


Metallic Paint SAVE £ 5000.........0......£ 14500.00 | = - a - 11990 Mercedes 709D Coach 25 Seals, Power Door 
2004 Vito 1 xtra Long 9 Seat + D Nhite New 14D Dual Purp “eter pe agp }}Boot. Only £ 2500.00} w 
|Guarante: 00 miles Only SAVE £ 1600 4 1993/4/5 Mercedes 709D Alexander Service Buses 


New Vito models now in stock, colours available |} Air § J] From £ 3000.00 with Test one 611 Auto Service pelibaieition 
Manual / Aut 1991 Mercedes 811D 31+6 Semi Coach Seats, Belts otal 
|1994 Transit 16 Seat = : Boot, Auto, 33 bac © ‘ on Mercedes 609D New Power Door, and 24 Git st 


l = ; a ‘ . ‘Service Seats, Low 

Coachbuilt, Power Door, allt | , — , STP "1200 Marshal 1200c 25 Seat Service Bus, Low 

¥ us Fen UU ‘Mileage, Ai Telma, 5 Speed.........£ 4000.00 © 
Metroriders 1995 27+7 Service Seats, Ar Suapereion, 


Huge Choice of Used 609D / 709D / 814D 
from 1999 Onwards Please call for a full Stock List 
excellent prices 


|1997 Transit 14 Hiback 
|Seats + Driver, Belted, 


|Windows 
New Trans 
: e Plaxton Premier B10 49 5 
New Trar 1 E 6 : . t 1 £770 
Con, E c T 1 0.0 —s A avelin 36 


LEYLAND DAF NEW AND USED | |2095 cheetah 


Ms have good running PSV Spec with 16 Seats | |2004 Cheetah & Mello 
From £ 1000.00 }2000 Cheeta t 
/1999 Cheetat 


Special Conversion 1977, Top & . Bottom 
k Dark Tints, Wheelchair Access, Semi 


| o, Power Centre Door, TV & Video, - 
| w Generator se 10 computer | IRSE.DAF 61 Seats, Bets.....£ 
1998 Convoy 16 Se ions with swivel seats, Forced Air Coach Specification 


1998 Convoy 16 Seat ay Uses 


16 Seats, Fi 
Back End, Large 
oot, Electric Win 
4 (DEC) Plaxton Pre 
Power Door, Sprint shi 
2004 413D 16 Seat, Wh 
L Force: 


Co 
Also 1992 wa 


Seals, etc 


'Silver, Front Entry 
New Extra Long 16 Seat / 5 Wheeich 


ts, 


2000 614D 1 
1999 412D Lu» 


Extra Long 16 Seat, Powe: 
Dual Purp 


LEINSTER VEHICLE 
DISTRIBUTORS LTD 


KILKENNY, IRELAND 


NEW MERCEDES EURO LX 
Full Spec Luxury Touring Coach 29/33 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Sales in England 
Stephen Taylor - Taylor PCV Sales - 01638 780 010 


Sales in Scotland & Ireland 
Donal - 00353 568 831 899 


NO VAT APPLIES ON EXPORT 


Tel: 00353 - 56 8831899 


Check our website for updated stocklist 
www.livd.ie sales@lvd.ie 
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BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 
Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 H/B soft trim seats with 3 point inertia belts, 


roof vent, rear heater, large tinted windoows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights 
with dim facility, full speaker sound system, walnut trim dash 


— Fe 


BRAND NEW SPEC ABS AS STANDARD, MASSIVE CHOICE OF INTERIORS 
2002 (02) Plate, LDV Turbo diesel, luxury minicoach, with , front entry, 
lowered step, 17 H/B luxury soft trim seats with 3 point inertia belts, quad vent, large tinted windows, 

, Parcel shelves, interior lighting with dim facility, full sound system with 8 speaker Hifi stereo 
sound, front and rear heaters, full COIF + PSV 


till April 2006... 


2005 (05) 


XLWB with off side emergency exit, front entry, lowered step, 17 luxury high back seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, large panoramic tinted windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights with dim facility, 
large quad vent, rear heater, full 8 speaker sound system, latest spec, 

large boot, new COIF, 4 years warrranty 


0% DEPOSIT AVAILABLE 


BRAND NEW 


Standard sec includes PAS, 16 highback M2 seats on tracking, 3 point inertia 
belts with certificate, tinted windows, parcel racks, quad vent, rear heater, front entrance with lowered 
Step, 8 speaker hi-fi, interior lights with dim facility, side impact bars fitted, COIF 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH VALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


TEL: 01282 615138/867772 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 
YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 


FINANCE ARRANGED 


O02 MINICOACH WITH BRAND NEW INTERIOR 


CHOICE OF 3 FROM 


high-back s 


PAS, full sou 


LWB, PAS, High roof, SLD, 17 H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, 
latest 2-4 T/D Dura Torque Ford engine + gear box, interior lighting, 


Underbody cassette lift, 16 passenger seats plus driver, 3 point Inertia 
seat belts, latest Ford Turbo Dura Torque engine and gearbox, LWB, 
High Roof, Wheelchair tracking, PAS, COIF & PSY, interior lighting, 


ots of extras, parcel shelves, 
2.5 Ford turbo engine + gearbox, 
elts, COIF + PSV euroliners, 
system, interior lighting 


A SELECTION OF OUR QUALITY PRE OWNED VEHICLE 


1994 Iveco Turbo Diesel 


Front entry power door, lowered 
step, PAS, tracking for wheelchairs, 
forward facing seats with belts, 
expensive onboard fully automatic 
tail-lift, part exchange, bargain 


Pre reg LDV Pilot, 8 seat, luxury taxi with luggage 


full sound system, PA, Ready to go 


17 seat factory 

minibus, 
_ LWB, low roof with 
SLD, interior lighting, full sound 
system, PAS, excellent value @... 


52 PLATE FORD TRANSIT 
MINIBUS LWB, SLD, 15 seat, 2.4 
Turbo Diesel Dura torque engine, PAS, 
full sound system, tinted windows lat- 
est spec, interior lighting, 
FANTASTIC VALUE 


03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, 
Minibus, |! 


Die: x, H/B seats, 3 point inert 


or t em 


SLD, latest spec Ford Duratorque, Turbo 


, LWB, high roof, Side loading 
door, 17 forward facing high back seats with 
3 point Intertia belts, 2.5 Ford diesel engine 
& gearbox. Full sound system, interior light- 
ing, genuine miles from new power steer- 
ing 


rae: . 


2001 RENAULT MASTER 35 TURBO 
DIESEL 
15 H/B seats with 3 point belts, rear 


heater, full sound system, quad vent, inte- 
rior lighting, PAS, COIF & PSV .. 


space. This vehicle is zero miles on the clock and has — 
just been converted. With all the usual extras & refine 


2001 LDV LUXURY CONVOY MINICOACH, 
Front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B luxury seats with 
3 point belts, quad vent, rear heater, large tinted 
windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights 
with dim facility, stereo system with 8 speakers, 
full COIF + PSV test 


1 a i 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS, 

LWB Hi roof. SLD, 17 forward facing high 
back seats with 3 point Inertia belts. 2.5 
Ford engine + gearbox. Full sound sys- 
tem, interior lighting. Low miles. Power 
steering 


17 Seat Factory || 2004 (04 PLATE) 


belts, interi- 


sound system 


17 Seat Factory 


Minibus, LW8, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford Tura Torque engine and 
gearbox, 3 point inertia belts, latest spec interior, interior lighting and full 


szudwasizA0Ape AnoX adeid 03 $728 IPT OL80 Sully PoijzisselD 


routeONE 


USEDCOACHSALES AND PSV PRODUCTS 
ACCESSIBLE MERCEDES VARIO MINIBUSES 


CHOICE OF 5 AVAILABLE, 14, 16, 20, 24 AND 28 SEATERS, MODEL 0614 
AND 0814, MANUAL AND AUTOMATIC, ALL HAVE POWER DOOR, 3 POINT 
BELTS, PLS UNDERFLOOR WHEELCHAIR LIFTS, PRICES FROM £7,000 - 
£14,000, 1 HAS RETRIMMED INTERIOR AND RADIO PA SYSTEM, MELLOR 
COACH BUILT BODY, 24 HIGH BACK SEATS, £12,500 PLUS VAT, ALL PSV CER- 
TIFIED. 


OPEN 7 DAYS BY APPOINTMENT.ALL VEHICLES NOW LOCATED AT WINSFORD (POST- 
CODE CW7 3PZ) WE HAVE IN STOCK A CHOICE OF 14 ACCESSIBLE PSV VEHICLES 
FROM £4750 TO £12750 WELL WORTH A VISIT. 


01925 210202 


Visit our website for more detailed photographs at: 
www.usedcoachsales.co.uk 


New King Long 6127 


1996 Mercedes 814D 
Plaxton Beaver 33 seat 
coach 


1996 (P) Mercedes 
711D 
24 seat 
P/Door 


1993/94 LDV 16 seat 
coach - choice 


1989 LAG Panoramic, 
49 seats 


1998 Scania L94 
Irrizar, 53 seats 


1989 Dennis Javelin 
Duple 320, 1 x 12m 57 
seat, 1 x 11m 55 seat 
New BMC New BMC 


Probus Falcon Bus 


1988 Dennis Javelin 
Plaxton 3200, 57 seats, 
choice of 2 


Distributors 


BMC 


01638 780010 07850 241848 
102 Beck Road, Isleham, 
Ely, Cambs. CB7 5QP 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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The most comprehensive A5 industry directory 


Mercedes y coach seats. stainless sat oe Ts standard on all 

MWM models. Both ie 33 and the 29 are available for immediate delivery and have an 

Eberspacher hot air saloon heating system fitted. The 29 version has the benefit of an 
extra-extra large boot and a roof mounted Eberspacher air-conditioning system. 


TAYLOR COACH SALES 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame Immediate 
Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift Immediate 
Mercedes 814 Plaxton Beaver DP, 29 seats w/chair lift August 


2004 Mercedes 814 Auto/Manual, Beaver DDA, 33 coach seats 
2004 Mercedes 413 Cdi, Extended Crest 16 seats, Huge Boot 
2004 Mercedes 413 Cdi, Crest 16 seats coach & Large Boot 

2001 Optare Solo 8,5mtr stainless steel frame, 30 seats 
1997 Iveco 59/12 Leicester carriage 29 seats with 3 point belts 
1997 LDV Convoy (Transit Turbo), Factory 16 seats 
1996 Dennis Berkhof Excellence, 53 reclining seats 


Contact Malcolm J Watkins 


The Coach See SPP) Golden foe ok ode dag Cheltenham GL51 0TE 
Junction 1 
@® Fax: ass este Mobile: 0780 3133061 Ox 
Tel: 01452 859111 
info@busbiz.co.uk (Co aa 


~ BUSBIZ.CO. ri 


first stop for bus & coach 


busbiz.co.uk * POB 717® Mi K 


@ Lower Fuel Cost @ Lower Emissions 


This coach is fuelled by LIQUEFIED 
NATURAL GAS. Typical fuel savings is 
£1.00 per gallon! 


Filling stations located at Lesmahagow, 
Carlisle, Northallerton, Penrith, Castleford, 
Lymm, Shareshill, Ilkeston, Shepshed, 
Flamstead, Bristol. 


1995 Scania K113CRB Irizar Century 
Converted to run on Liquefied Natural Gas 


Would consider renting vehicle for a trial 


'M' Registered. 49 recli , ai itioning, - 
egistere: recliners, air conditioning peiod 


lap retractable belts, rear offside sunken toilet 
and continental door, video / monitor, Stereo/ 


Radio/pa. £49,995 


# 2000 ‘W’ 9.2m Optare Solo Low Floor City Bus 


Mercedes OM904A / Allison, 29 seats, 23 
standees, manual fold out ramp, wheelchair 
position, luggage pen. 12 months MOT. 


£42,995 
1994 - 1996 Iveco 59.12 Marshall & Mellor 


25 - 29 seats, a number have lap retractable 
belts, all in daily use on service / private hire. 


From £4,750 


For further information 01908 521816 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES 


Bor further details on any of the advertised vehicles, please contact our sales team 


X< 


Direct 


2002 Dennis R Series Caetano Enigma 53st 


420 bhp Engine, AS Tronic 12 Speed G/Box, 
Retarder, 3 Point Seat Belts, Courier Seat, 
Interior Wood Trim, Centre Cont. Door, 
Provision for Centre Sunken Toilet, 

Climate Control 

£99,950 

Low Milage & As New Condition 


1999 Man 18.350 Marco Polo 55st. 


Recliners, Courier Seat, Belts, 
Plug Power Door, D/Glazing, 
Curtains, Radio PA Cassette 


£67,500 
Choice of 2 


1997 Volvo BIOM Van Hool 
Alizee 49/53st Exec. 


Air Con., Centre Sunken D/M Toilet, 
Cont Door, Boiler, 

Video & Monitor, Recent Re-trim 
£79,950 

Painting single colour Included 


1993 Volvo BIOM Van Hool Alizee 49st. 


Air Con., Webasto, Toilet, Fridge, 
TV& Video,Power Door, 
D/Glazing, Courier Seat, 
Recent Engine Overhaul, 


£36,950 
Well above average & everything works 


Some of these vehicles are still in service, please telephone for appointment to view 


Check out our website: www.thecoachshop.co.uk 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Coach Sales 
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Photographs can be e-mailed on request 


001 Man 18.350 Neoplan Transliner 49/53st. 


Air Con., 
Centre D/Mount Toilet, Retader, 
Boiler, Fridge, TV & Video 


£119,500 
Top of the range spec. 


1995 Dennis Javelin GX Neoplan Transliner 48st. Exec. 


Air Con., Rear Sunken Toilet, Boiler, Fridge, Rear Cont. Door, 
Panelled in Rear Window, TV Monitor, D/Glazing, 
Central Locking, Curtains, Carpet, Double Courier Seat, 
Retractable Belts,Recent Engine 


£0ffers 
Must be sold - no reasonable offer refused 


1988 Setra 215 HR 53st 


Power Door, Recliners, Belts, 
Rear Cont. Door, 

Retarder, Webasto, Courier Seat, 
Retarder, 


£11,950 
Recent Retrim New MOT 


Specialists in used passenger vehicle sales 
Tel: 01509-852883 or Mobile 07721-091829 


*2 available* 


X< 


2001 Iveco Maxim 27st. Disabled Access Coach 


Wheelchair Lift , Power Door, Air Con., 
Courier Seat, 3 Point Belts, 
Curtains, Radio PA Cassette 


£46,950 
Disabled Access Coach 


1999 Scania Van Hool T9 53st. 


Easy Shift, Telma, Power Door, 
Courier Seat, Aircraft Style Lockers, 
Latest Mirrors 


£85,000 


1995 EOS90 49st Exec, 


Air Con., Rear Saloon Toilet, 
Boiler, Fridge, Video & Monitor, 
Retarder, Rear Cont. Door, 
Courier Seat. 
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£49,950 


1985 Setra S215 53st 


Retarder, Power Door, Recliners, 
Belts, Reverse Camera, 


£8,950 
Recent New Engine, 
Recent Retrim New MOT 
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BLUELINE 
FLEET DISPOSAL 


PSV ACCESSIBLE/NON ACCESSIBLE 


YRO2 YTB OPTARE ALERO 16 ST W/C 
ACCESS A/C, The shape of things to come! 
Excellent bus with two electric sunroof’s, 
Privacy glass all round, reversing camera and 
air-con and low floor wheelchair accessible, 
recent factory overhaul May 05, £34,950 


WIW 3346 TRANSIT 16 ST FACTORY 
BUS 1998 (S), £5,995 


WIW 3348 TRANSIT 16 ST FACTORY 
BUS 1998 (S), Both transits owned by us 
from new, good solid workhorses fit neatly 
into any minibus fleet, £5,995 


1407 OWA IRIZAR CENTURY 1999 49 
ST EXEC, The ever popular Scania with toi- 
let, air-con, recliners, plain white, very good 
order, one previous owner, wired or 
TV/video/DVD, £78,950 


7233 MBA SPRINTER 410D 16 ST, 
Our's from new, plain white. belts, racks, 
£12,995 


$291 RDG VARIO 612D 24 ST, Our's 
from new, plain white, belts, racks, coach 
rear end, £14,995 


R475 YTD IRIZAR CENTURY 1998 49 
ST EXEC, The ever popular Scania with toi- 
let, air-con, recliners, plain white, very good 
order, fitted TV/video, one previous owner, 
£68,995 


P384 CRG TRANSIT 8/12 ST NON PSV 
DIESEL, What can we say, its stops and 
Starts, goes out, comes back and looks good 
for the money, £1,995 


YJ 5584 MERCEDES 609D 24 SEAT 
1994, Solid workhorse in plain white with 
coach rear end, belts and racks, £9,995 


N235 DHE MERCEDES 609D 16 ST 
W/C AMBULANCE, Plain white 1996 
10+4 w/c or 16 st, solid as a rock, £5,995 


N718 FLB TRANSIT 12 ST PSV SPEC 
FACTORY BUS, Had this one longer than 
me kids ans its been a lot less trouble, forty 
shades of blue, £1,995 


M953 OBU IVECO BEDWAS BODIED 
AMBULANCE, 16 st PSV or 10+4 wic, 
Ricon lift inside, auto, diesel, Recon box, 
£2,995 


H272 AAL TRANSIT DORMOBILE 
AMBULANCE, Done us proud as a spare 
for years, always ready to bail you out, £995 


F285 LCN MERCEDES 709D 24 ST PSV 
AMBULANCE, Cunliffe bodied super huge 
wheel chair accessible minibus, plods on for 
england, converts in a flash to take 6 pax/7 
wheelchairs, £2,995 


EVERYTHING IS PLUS VAT, DEALS 
ARE HERE TO BE HAD, IF WE'VE 
OVER PRICED ANYTHING TELL US 
WHAT YOU THINK, IF YOU'RE AT 
THE MADAM WE'LL TELL YOU 
WHAT WE THINK! 


calO0151 526 8888 


for viewing 


or 07880 98 5050 


for dealing 
(Liverpool) 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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£4,500 
Plaxton Body 


90, Merc 811, 31 seater 
£4,000 
Wright Body 


90, Merc 709, 23 seater 


£3,250 
Alexandra Body 


Call Glenn for details 


01639 852710 


Sprinter Coach. 


e of 2 integral Mercedes-Benz 
le ex stock, 416 CDi in 
| CDi in white. Both 


MERCEDES-BENZ 410D, 1994 (L reg) luxu- 
ry 16 seats, o/s emergency door, 10 


months PSV test, taxed, will ex e for 
Peugeot/Citroen/S' £2, VAT 
60 770 


Mr Toomey from LP 
Toomey & Sons sold 
his vehicle through 

route 
completly free of 
charge. Ring 0870 
241 8745 for details 


Vehicle Sales 


2005 Mercedes Sorocco 
16 seat coach 


BE 


Paramount Sales & Financial 
Are pleased to offer the following vehicles 


orameount 


1996 Volvo B10M Premier 


49 seat auto 


a] 


il 


1993 Volvo B10M Berkhoff Excellence 
50 seat 


SCANIA 


2 x 1998 Scania K113 Van Hool Alizee 49 seat Exec 


VOLVO 


1998 Volvo B7R Prima 55 seat Exec 

1996 Volvo B10M Premier 49 seat Exec, Manual, Air-con 
1994 Volvo B10M Jonckheere Deauville 51 seat Exec 
1990 Volvo B10M Jonckheere Deauville 51 seat Exec 
1990 Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500 53 seat coach 

1990 Volvo B10M Plaxton 3200 53 seat coach 


1988 Volvo Ikarus 
Blue Danube - 49 seats 


1999 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premier 
49 seat executive coach 


BOVA 


1994 Bova Futura 49 seat Exec with A/C 
1993 Bova Futura 49 seat Exec 
1992 Bova Futura 49 seat Exec 


IVECO 


1997 Iveco Beulaus stergo, 49 seat Exec 


MIDI'S & MINI'S 


1996 Mercedes 814D Nouvelle 28 seat coach 
1994 Mercedes 709D 26 seat service bus 
1991 Mercedes 609D 2 coach - fully refurbished 


Finance Packages Available 
Contact, Oliver Dicks / Chris Dicks Tel: 01162 871010 
Mobiles: 07739772711 / 07831268896 Fax: 01162 870245 
Website: www.paramountsalesandfinance.co.uk 


G REG MERCEDES 814 PHOENIX BODY 


28 full size belted coach seats, will up to 30 seats, extra legroom, this vehicle 
was fully refurbished two years ago. Mot April 06 


Contact Darren Ridgway 
01639 883 374 or 07770 481077 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 24! 8745 for details 


routeONE Vehicle Sales 


You need to know what you are buying into. 


The ABC logo tells you that the product has passed the rigorous, 
industry agreed, standard of an ABC audit. 


The ABC certificate provides you with, not only, confidence in what 
you are buying, but also detailed, transparent and invaluable 
information. This allows advertisers, media buyers and exhibitors 
to place a value on the different types of circulation and visitor 
information that exist. 


Use them to add value to your buying decisions. 
You'd be mad not to... 


For information on all ABC products, services and much more, 
contact david. marcus@abc.org.uk or call +44 (0)1442 870800 


ABC 


www.abc.org.uk 


People's Express Garage Sale 
Absolutely Everything Must Go!! 


QUALITY VEHICLES FROM THE KINGS 
FERRY FLEET PART EXCHANGE POSSIBLE 


| as 
AUTOMATICS 


1998(R) SCANIA L94 IRIZAR CENTURY, 53 seats, air conditioning, fridge, 
drinks, TV/Video, choice of 2, £79,500 each + vat 


1998(S) DAF SB3000 PLAXTON PREMIERE 320, 53 seats, air conditioning, 
choice of 2., £72,000 each + vat 


Vehicles: For repair or parts 


1985 Volvo Plaxton Paramount (auto) 
1984 Leyland Tiger TL11 

1985 Leyland Royal Tiger 

1981 Volvo B10M Viewmaster 

1985 DAF Plaxton Paramount SB230DHTD 
1987 DAF Jonckheere MB230DKFL 

1987 DAF Plaxton Paramount MB230 


1997(P) DAF SB3000 PLAXTON PREMIERE 350, 53 seats, air conditioning, 


£65,000 + vat 
MANUALS 


2001(X) AYATS BRAVO DOUBLE DECKER, MAN engine, AVS gearbox, 73 seats, 
air conditioning, twin staircases, toilet, fridge, drinks, TV/Video, 
£152,000 + vat 
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1999(T) SCANIA L94 VAN HOOL, 53 seats, air conditioning, fridge, drinks, 
TV/Video, £95,000 + vat 


1997(P) VOLVO BIOM PLAXTON PREMIERE 350, 49/53 seats, choice of 2, 
£62,500 each + vat 


PLEASE CALL DAVID WATERMAN ON 
01725 514409 or 07960 873537 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
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Somers given a lift | 


HAVING been the country’s leading manufacturer of mobiles for 
the past 30 years Somers have been through some changes in the 
more recent past, and the company now believes it is in the best 
shape it has been in for years. 

The company, previously known as Somers Vehicle Lifts, was purchased 
in 1999 by the Triapt Group which specialised in manufacturing mobile 
vehicle lifts in France and supplying them to its sales outlets in France, 
Spain, America and the UK. 

On the 17 November 2004 the companies were purchased by Tim 
Jackson, Mick Gilliam and James Radford and Somers Totalkare Ltd was 
formed. 

The new management has invested heavily in the business. Three more 
engineers have been employed as well as an additional service scheduler. An: 
updated service scheduling computer system handles service and i 
breakdown visits in a more logical way. 

The Company stopped buying its product from France and turned to an 

1 Italian company which had experience 
in manufacturing mobiles and the 
relationship is now blossoming. 

Tim Jackson says: “Our new ; 
partners really are a breath of fresh air : 
compared to when we were with 
Triapt. The lifts arrive on time in good : 
condition and out perform the i 
previous model that we were selling 
by amile. Due to this we are still able : 
to offer our ground breaking 10-year : 
warranty on the S6 range, which 
keeps the confidence in the product 
from the customers point of view. 


product and we own the CE to it.” 


@ For further information contact 
SOMERS TOTALKARE on 


Dieseltune’s brake tester 


“The product is a Somers Totalkare 


State of the art diagnostics 


: A DIESEL diagnostic centre, which is to be fitted out with state of 
? the art equipment, is now under construction at Merthyr College 
: following a successful bid for £380,000 from the Knowledge 

: Exploitation Fund (KEF). 


Majorlift’s website update 


: MAJORLIFT has updated its website www.maiorlift.com to assist its 
E customers in the UK and overseas. The key features are:- 

: @ The home page immediately directs users to individual product 

: groupings. 

? @ Product pages include all key dimensions, technical specifications and 

: accessories and options. Where there are customer queries the Majorlift 

: engineering team directs a customer to the appropriate web page and a 

: detailed and informed discussion can take place. 

: @ The new Majorlift four tonne beam, filling an important market gap is 

i featured. 

@ Majorlift’s well respected pit survey for downloading or completing and 
? e-mailing direct to Majorlift’s sales department. 


@ There is a direct link to the Compac jacking equipment which is 


; complimentary to the Majorlift range and which Majorlift distributes in the 


_ UK. 


* @ For those 

* who do not 
know the 
Majorlift Team 
there are 
photographs, 
direct line 
numbers and 
e-mail addresses. 
@ For further 
information 
contact 
MAJORLIFT on 


HYDRAULIC 
EQUIPMENT 


ek On Loge Fer Company tnfermation 


Se6@ ov ® 


Low Height Bus Jack 


Somee sacting Boome Commarcua backs Spares & After Service 


The new Diagnostics Centre will provide the technology and training to 


: up-skill engineers specialising in the repair and maintenance of diesel 


Dieseltune, the commercial 
vehicle arm of Crypton 
Technology Group, has 
announced the launch of the 
new CVBT7600 Brake Tester. 
The CVBT7600 is aimed at pre- 
test in PSV and CV vehicle work 
shops that want to prevent 
costly MoT failures by checking 
brakes beforehand. 

This product would be particularly 
useful for garages that run a fleet of 
vehicles whether they are cars, 
LCYs, coaches, buses, or HGYs. 

The brake tester is designed for 
use on a variety of vehicles up to |5 
tonnes axle weight. The CVBT7600 
covers the full range of tests to MoT 
specification including the applied handbrake test. Bi-directional operation 
is standard and allows 4WD vehicles (those suitable for roller brake testing) 
to be tested. An infra-red remote handset is provided as standard to allow 
one-man operation and a wired handset is included as a back-up. 

The large co-axial analogue display may be pedestal or wall mounted and 
includes a digital display of bind, ovality and imbalance. Vehicle or axle 


SY 
= 


= 


weight may be entered manually. All results may be printed on the optional : 


printer. 
@ For further information contact DIESELTUNE on 


: vehicles. 


It is estimated that the centre will be fully operational by August this year 


but some equipment will be purchased before then, enabling employers to 
: have a taste of what the college has to offer. 


The successful bid for KEF funding was made by Christine Bissex, Head 


of Business and Enterprise with the aid of Motor Vehicle lecturers Owen 
: Hart and Neil Clancy and Head of Technology Paul Shankland. 
? @ For more information contact: SHAN EKIN-WOOD on 
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routeONE Market Place 


acic everyone’s 


talking 
about ‘The 
= Whisperer’ 


BATTERSBYDYILVER GREY 


SPE ChALLSINC O ACH. T RAVE 


HAVE YOUR COACHES FULLY PREPARED 
FOR A HOT AND BUSY SUMMER 
Service Agents for all 
Sutrak UK Air Conditioning Units 
Service, repairs and parts stockists. 
Also approved service agents for 
Full Plaxton Coach Range. 

We are able to offer a mobile service 
NW England, N Wales and S Scotland 
24 hour service available 


Battersby Silver Grey Coaches 
Morcambe - 01524 380000 


Coach & Bus Air Conditioning 


14” ‘Flip Down’ LCD Monitor & DVD 
Playback system. 


VIEld JINACW 


_e 


SMARTSOUND 
AUTOELECTRONICS 


Also: 


faults/repairs. 
Specialist in all after-market electrical accessories and 
installations: TV, VCR/DVD, CD/TAPE PLAYERS 
AMPLIFIRES, PA SYSTEMS 
DIGITAL CCTV/REVERSING CAMERAS DRINKS 
MACHINE, HOT COLD HAND WASH UNITS 
Servicing / Repairs / Parts AND MUCH MORE!!! 
All work carried out on your premises 


CALL NOW ON 07946 093949 OR 01858 433768 
(Midlands Based) 


TRANSICOLD 
7 cama 


We will come out to your premises 


HISPAGLD . bias . 
Install the equipment & connect to your existing public 


address and speakers fully suppressed and guaranteed. 


Systems 


Tel: 01706 361966 www.airconco.itd.uk 


We also install drinks machines and radio PA systems 


news 


previews 


» 


Are you lookin 


features 


0870 241 8745 


Based Staffordshire 
Based North East Strong client base 
Contracted bus service routes Public/private clients 
» 30 vehicle fleet Net Profit in excess of £100,000 
Circa 8,000 sq ft premesis T/O £650,000 


L/H £1.25m L/H £499,950 


REF A7290 REF A7251X 


Se Advertise hete 
Contact Francesca Stringer on 
0870 241 8745 


emails francesca.stringer@route-one.net 


Based Kent Est concern 
Est over 40 years Excellent public & private clients 
® High Volume of school work Two commercial yards on low rent 
® Modern fleet inc in sale Superb bolt-on opportunity 
) Workshop & offices Vehicle fleet & equip in 
F/H £1.2m L/H £375,000 
REF A8276X REF A3609 


RTA Tel: 0161 975 1512 www.rtaonline.co.uk 
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Specification, Low Temperature Operation CRAIG TILSLEY 


~— { - = Suppliers of reconditioned: 


| = 


i 
CA BILES 
/b ‘ a >} 
A in| Lad 1 - 
Rossfield Road, ’ > Gear shifter control cables 
\ WORKS: 
Rossmore ‘ > Accelerator control cables TEL: MOORFIELDS 
. 01782 791524 IND. EST. 
industrial Estate. > Modulator control cables 01782 791527 COATES HEATH, 
. FAX: STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Elie Port 
smere > Foot pedals and connection kits 01782 791316 $121 6QY 
Cheshire L65 3AS > Ball joints, rose joints and clevises 


Tel: 0151 355 0004 Fax: 0151 356 8408 The Diesel Engine 


Remanufacturer 
DAF - VOLVO - CUMMINS - SCANIA 
- LEYLAND - GARDNER - MAN 
For remanufactured and dyno test 
diesel engines with a full warranty call 


Driveline 
Engineering Ltd 


everyone’s 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose talking 


wheelnut indicators or to locate your 
about ‘The 


COMMERCIAL GARAGE EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE 


nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 
www.checkpoint-safety.com, 
E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 


Brake testers, Lifts, Pit Jack, 
Compressors & much more. 


BWS (0117) 9530381 


Used diesel engines & spare parts. 

We also offer a full reconditioning service 
for: Volvo, Cummins, Gardner, DAF, Scania 
Tel: 01204 468213 

Myco Engineering Services Ltd Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 

brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01384 410008 or 07932 069627 


www.bwsequip.co.uk 
email: bwsequip@aol.com 


JUNCTION 1 TRUCK & COACH WASH LTD 
THE NORTH'S PREMIER COACH WASH FACILI 


@ The most competative prices in the country 

@ State of the art mirror avoidance programming 
@ Wax finish included as standard 

@ Opposite Menor Coaches 


MAN ENGINE SPECIALISTS 


AA 


That’s different... 


Engine rebuilds carried out to the highest FO ute 
standard on all types of MAN diesel engines, 
coach & truck, We are also able to carry out 
liner seat cutting whilst engines remain 
in the vehecle. 


QE Quality engine parts also available at 


competative prices for all your MAN needs 


Sandbeck Way, Hellaby Industrial Estate, Hellaby, Rotherham, South 
Yorkshire S66 8QL 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Tel: 01709 702822 Mobile: 07720 950501 


Fax: 01709 702844 Contact John or Alison 


Tel: 01530 231235 ..that’s routeONE 


Fax: 01530 231236 
Mobiles 24Hr: 07850779565 / 07718738785 


(Leicestershire) 


OUR CLIENTS INCLUDE 
HEATHROW EXPRESS 
SOUTHEAST TRAINS 
IPSWICH BUSES 
EUROSTAR 


NGE A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR UNIQUE CLEANING MAINTENANCE SYSTEMS 
CALL: 00 44 (0) 1473 604024 FAX : 00-44 (0) 1473 604 493 


VISIT US AT: www.solutionse2.com 


Market Place 
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People’s Express Garage Sale 
Absolutely Everything Must Go!! 
Garage Equipment 


22,000 Itr fuel tank Oxy set 

and Triscan unit 5, 2 & 1 ton jacks 
10 x large lift stands 2 x engine cranes 
10 x small lift stands 2 x Volvo engines 
Jet wash 50 x cash vaults 


Give us a call on 0121 505 3245 


All prices given on enquiry 


UK Manufacturers {fj A 
Quick Deliveries 
To suit all types of STRUT 
vehicle 

2 Lyon Close 


Competitive Prices Woburn Road Ind Estate 


Kempston 
Beds MK42 7SB 


For Further Information & Tel: 01234 843979 
Technical Assistance Contact Fax: 01234 843916 


POWER 
STE ER SING 


We offer to BEST PRICES on 
Remanufactured exchange 


Updated and produced twice-a-year 


Steering Boxes, Pumps & Rams 
12 months guarantee 


For all your Coach & Bus 
Heating Equipment and General 
Hose Products Inc: Motors, 
Radiators, Fans, Elbows, 
Ducting and Complete Heaters 
Coach Body Parts, Budget and gravelly locks, 
T-keys, emergency hammers, fire 
extinguishers, first aid kits and many more 


(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


Call: 


www. steering 


fe 


Ring for Details ro ute Controlled 


. * 
Circulation 
View our catalogue on our website 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


what risk? 


with Gauntlet you're in safe hands # 


lm Commercial Insurance ® Risk Assessments 

Broking @ Disaster Recovery 

' Health & Safety Training Planning & Claims 
and Consultancy Management 


& Gauntlet Group | Tel: 0113 244 8686 
Crown House Armley Road Leeds LS12 2EJ 
RF Fax: 0113 243 8668 Web: gauntletgroup.com 


y ie , y, (AVA ron ed 
&@ coachworks ltd [ba 
PCV and HGV Paint Specialists Ly 


®@ Car-quality finish 
® Meticulous attention to 
detail 


® Metallics, pearls & 
fades a speciality 


@ 15m x 5m spray booth 
“= 4 ,ee"% 
“Fe 01246 450700 — ; 
for a free quotation ——— 
te -— 
Unit 58, Station Lane Industrial Estate, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, $41 90X 


Personal Service - Professional Pride 
a 
buzzines) ‘% 
* 
coach operators : , 


5 ASA 
LEADING 
ESTABLISHED 
m COACH OPERATOR 
WE CAN PROVIDE 
THE HELP YOU NEED 
~ WHEN YOU 


Folkestone 01303 261870 
Mobile 07767 475625 


° 24hr roadside assistance with engineers “on call” 
® Priority access to Channel Tunnel & Dover Docks 
© U.K. continental breakdown assistance & recovery 


© Replacement vehicles & drivers for onward 
| transportation of passengers 


® Modern fully equipped workshops and stores 
° Vehicle inspections, servicing & repairs undertaken 


| © Fleet of over 50 new air conditioned vehicles 
including double deck coaches 


Unit G1, 
Nr. Hythe, 
www. buzzlin 
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Market Place 
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routeONE 


M&H COACHWORKS Ltd 


tk Since 1979 Yevkve 
The North's Premier 
COACH & BUS ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE 


Quality accident 
repairs & resprays 


Fast turnround guaranteed 
“by professional craftsmen” 
APPROVED BY ALL LEADING 
INSURANCE COMPANIES. LOCATED 
ONE MINUTE JUNCTION 3 M621 
For professional help and 
assistance, estimates & 
quotations etc 
CALL NOW ON LEEDS 


0113 2441671 


Quality instalations 
Toilet systems, drinks machines, fridges 
etc Webasto heater & Thetford toilet - 
sales & service 


Large stocks of coach parts & accessories 
Please visit: www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 


Market Place 


That’s different... 
route 


that’s routeONE 


TRAILWAYS LIMITED 
COACH & AIR CONDITIONING 
REFURBISHMENTS 

Specialists in:- 


¥ *s, y STRETCH PANELS 
a> Sg, BODY PANELS 
Y S/d 
CHASSIS REPAIRS 


RE-SPRAYS 
INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRERS 
Telephone: 01922 495522 
Unit 2, Fryers Road, Bloxwich, 
West Midlands, WS2 7LZ 


South East Coachworks 


The Old Coach Station Kent ME | 3 8PE 


Tel: 01795 534888 


enquiry@southeastcoachworks.com 


Collection and delivery- we are offering FREE collection and delivery service during 2005 
on every accepted estimate in excess of £7,500.00 plus VAT, this includes vehicle recovery 
tow in with On Time Recovery Services. Standard collection and delivery will also be free. 
* terms apply- with SEC purchase order only (60 mile radius of The Old Coach Station) 


www.southeastcoachworks.com 


Call us 
0870 241 8745 


We are specialists in PSV & 
commercials, no vehecles too 


large or too small, we offer: 


@ Resprays/coach painting 

@ Large commercial low bake oven 
@ Full bodyshop facilities 

® Restoration 


@ Conversions 


@ Refurbishing 


@ Crash repairs 
@ Welding 


@ Free estimates 
@ Testemonials available 
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REPAIRS & RESPRAYS 


LOW COST RESPRAYS 
IN NEW 2 PACK PAINT 
SOLID COLOURS 


Mini Bus from £350 
Coaches from £600 
Metallic from £895 
BUS CARE WARKS. 


Day: 07774 485310 
Night: 01789 296884 


M.L. BODY REPAIRS LTD 
COACH REPAIRS & 
RESPRAYS 
IN THE WEST COUNTRY 


QUALITY FINISH 
C1 COMPETITIVE PRICES 
1 FLEET DISCOUNTS 
RECOVERY SERVICE 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Ring Maurice for a quote on 
Plymouth 
01752 721444 


about ‘The 
_|Whisperer’ 


How much 
can you gain 
from an 
enquiry? 


Ct pe i — or” ; 
: 
sralans 


<< 
x 
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: 
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Have you got a 
PRODUCT or 
SERVICE that you 
would like to 
promote 
to the coach and 
bus industry? 


If so - 
route 
can help! 


yi) 


From as little as 
£20 + VAT, you can 
have your product 
or service seen by 
over 5,500 coach 
and bus operators 
in the UK and 
Southern Ireland. 
To take advantage 
of this service or to 
request a quote, 
call us on 
0870 241 8745 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


sear eeirs 
BARRY HALL 


INSTALLATIONS 
Ai securon 47 


SERVICE © Seat Belt 
Supplies 
© Hand Rail 
Padding 
© Next Day 
Delivery 


. © Seat Belt 
Installations 


SERVICE 
- 


@ Double Deckers 
Seat Belted 


nad UK’s no1 Seatbelt Installers 
Call the Experts: 
Tel: 01522 689911 
Fax: 01522 689922 
Email: info@bhiuk.com 
www.bhiuk.com 


Jennings CVS 


A New Outlook in 
Commercial 
and Passenger Seating 
Phoenix Seating Limited 
manufactures the highest quality 
seating for the commercial and 
passenger markets. The whole 
manufacturing process from 
concept through design to 
engineering is carried out 
in - house. All seats are tested to 


SEATS 


www.jennings-seats.co.uk 


01270 257417 


761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


FOR SALE 
For more information call us on 
01384 296622 or contact 


|x 48 seats from Neoplan including Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 


seatbelts, tables and nets, seats never 


M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 


used, in storage. 


ro ute Controlled 
fe) Pe = Circulation 


Direct to the near of the coach and bus industry 


| x set of 30 Fainsa America seats 


OPEN TO ALL REASONABLE OFFERS 


Please call Matt on 


eve Thursda 
01275 839839 ry Y 


FREE to operators - 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


TACHO ANALYSIS 


Are you paying too much? Are you | 
Scie the service - deserve? | 


Newtab Ltd 


Specialist Coach & Bus 
Centre 19 Charles St, 
Wrexham LL13 8BT 
Email: tacbureau@aol. com 


9 


CALL NOW 
0870 241 
8745 


== 


DO 4 
www. wtachographanalysisbureau co. uk | 


=e 


Almex A90 Ticket Systems 


With A90 you can get started with just 
the ticket machine and baseplate. 
Alternatively, A90 can operate as a stored 
fares PC based system with extensive 
reporting and a forward-progress path 
onto the new Optima machine. Fully 
reconditioned A90 machines give you a 
cost effective ticket system upgrade. 
Ticket system support, ticket machine 
repairs and consumables 


Contactus John Groves 
now for TICKET SYSTEMS 
further Tel 0208 908 9088 
details Fax 0208 908 9099 

sales@jgts.com 


PENDAMATIC www.cambist.se 


QUICK CHANGE 
COIN DISPENSERS 


everyone’s 
talking 

about ‘The 
Whisperer’ 


Low cost sales, spare parts and service. 
Full details: 
Transport Ticket Services Ltd, 
Newcastle, 
Monmouth, Gwent NP25 4NT 
Tel/Fax: 01600 750650 


OnLine Help/Assistance 24/7 


DVD. Audio CD. Intensive 
oe Accom. ieee 


Tel: 01254 248177 
Fax: 01254 240858 


Email: info@whalleytransportstudies.co.uk 


CONTACTS 


The most comprehensive Ab industry directory 


CPC Courses National & International, 
quality training, small groups with high success rates. 
For a more personal and professional service look no 
further. Ridgeway Training, Tel: 01342 

712175 
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Market Place 
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CPC Passenger Courses 


OCR approved exam centre 


iX www.ktraining.com 


On offer: -/ Passenger National & International 
_’ Intensive course 
LY Option of home study 
UL’ Revision courses 
LY Excellent pass rate 
Call Richard now on 020 89009038 
or Email info@ktraining.com 


| WRIGHT TRAINING 
|  SERVICESLTD | 
1 CPC COURSES | 


| NATIONAL and INTERNATIONALE 
a Att veld at Thurrc E 


endance courses h k, Essex & 


| 


Homestudy Courses also svallable 
Tel: 01708 867564 
Fax: 01708 867864 


www.wright-training.com 
info@wright-training.com 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Call us 
0870 241 8745 


@ 
B 
6 
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Market Place 


Contact Adrian Gettings 
T: 01633 441491 

F: 01633 440591 

M: 07885 874860 

E: agettings@btinternet.com | 


NVQ TRAINING 

DRIVER TRAINING 

CPT STUDIES 

IN-HOUSE OR EXTERNAL 


& 


205/75R 17.5 Uniroyal £71.00 
15/75R 17.5 Uniroyal F73.00 
R Premium New E108.00 

5 New From £116.00 

F Regal -159.00 
295/80R 22.5 Continental £173.00 
295/80R 22.5 Michelin F199.00 
305/75R 24.5 Goodyear -275.00 
315/80R 22.5 Goodyear E189.00 
80R 22.5 Regal F169.00 

R 22 Michelin F259.00 

New From £135.00 


More Stock Available 
All prices are subject to VAT and availability 


Now OFFERING 
Good quality trimming, common sense 
prices. Some sets same day. Sales of 

moquette, lino, soft trim and floor carpet 


14 and 15 THURNSCOE 
BUSINESS CENTRE, 
PRINCESS DRIVE, 

THURNSCOE, NR prin 

ROTHERHAM, S.YORKS e 


563 OBL phone or fax 


(01709) 894804 
P.L. TRIM LTD 


Coach and vehicle trimmers 
Quality retrims or repairs at 
affordable prices 
Also available side wall carpet 
PCV gear lever gaiters 
Trim Fabrics and foam 


Tel/Fax: 01253 696033 


E-mail: enquires@pltrim.co.uk 
Web site: www.pitrim.co.uk 


Leisurewear 
Direct Ltd 


Showerproof jacket or fleece, 
now fully reversable so the 
choice is yours. 
salesQ@lelsureweardirect.com 
Tel: 01298 74737 
Fax: 0870 755 9842 


www.lelsureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 


5S ute Controlled 


TYME circulation 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


everyone’s 
talking 


about ‘The 


COST OR REPAIR SERVICE ha 
OLD UNITS PURCHASED 
NATIONWIDE 
COLLECTION & DELIVERY QUOTES 


QUALITY ASSURED 
¢ 01425 638426 


ENGINEERING 


www.crturbos.co.uk 


MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 


Brand new 
mobile lifts for sale, 
8 tonne per column 

BEST PRICE IN UK 
07947 837 358 


12 month old Somers vehicle lifts available. 
Limited stock available 

Please call: 07970 579 258 

Somers TotalKare 


VEHICLE SPARES 


DENNIS PARTS 


Get your Dennis parts from the 
company who really know 
Dennis buses 


BUS & COACH PARTS 
Nationwide Delivery 
Call us on 0141 339 0555 
fax 0141 339 9568 
or go on-line 
www.busandcoachparts.co.uk 
friendly service with great prices 


THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 


Dennis Dart Brake Shoes 
New from £15 


Market Place 


MERCEDES 


SPARES 
609/709/811D 


Next day delivery nationwide | 
Tel nextBus Ltd | 


01249 462 462 


(24 hours) 


@ FACTORY DIRECT 


SERVICES 
TRUCKFIX UK 


www.mercedesmagic.co.uk 


rOuTE Fill in & Fax Back 
| E Fax: 0870 241 8745 


Experience the difference - From Trader 
Vehicle Sales / Trader Market Place 


Telephone/Fax............ssssssssssssessssseesesereees [REBAR a inahacisstatanventee 
SEGTAUN Cs sesaercasteventescsosecteshorsureetanaears etaetes adaathsoadenisstodsastacabeortsesietee 


I enclose a cheque/PO for £........ made payable to routeONE or ‘please 
deduct the amount from my Mastercard/Visa/Switch number’: 


5 sgn qd needa este rt leche Issue Number .... 


Choose the heading under which you 
would like your advert to appear: 


senda separate sheet to include more information 


How many weeks would you like |your advert to appear for? Oo 


25 words (minimum) = £20.00 p/w 80pence 


per word thereafter. Vehicles £6,000 + under 
(free of charge) (25 words max) 


4x1 mono = £38.00 per week 
5x 1 mono = £47.50 per week 
5x I colour = £59.50 per week 
(late section) 

5x 1 mono = £45.50 per week 
All prices PLUS VAT 

ALL ADVERTS RECEIVE INSTANT 10% DISCOUNT FOR PRE-PAYMENT 
Email:sales@route-one.net Website: www.route-one.net 
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recruitment 


Engineering Manager - Derby 


trent barton is a market-leading, award winning, medium sized 
independent bus operator based in the East Midlands. 
We operate some 350 buses and have a team of around 1000. 
We currently have a vacancy for an experienced Engineering Manager 
at one of our key locations. 


This is an exciting opportunity for the right person to join the team of a 
progressive company with one of the most modern fleets in the industry. 
The duties associated with this responsible position reflect our 
commitment and focus on satisfying customer needs first time, every time. 


The successful person must be able to: 
* Deliver Maintenance to the highest of standards of roadworthiness and reliability 
« Ensure vehicles are available to meet the daily service requirements. 
Effectively plan & manage a modern workshop 
Effectively lead and manage a dedicated maintenance team 
Maintain related documentation & records 
Maintain a clean and safe working environment 
Uphold compliance with VOSA requirements. 
Manage to an agreed budget. 


Communicate clearly at all levels and work as an effective member of the 
Service Delivery Team. 


This is not a run of the mill position. tremt barton is setting the pace in public transport 
by exceeding customer expectations. If you want to be a part of the team and believe you 
have what it takes to make a difference, we'd like to hear from you 


We can offer a Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications, circa £25,000, 
together with a Stakeholder pension and other benefits including 25 days holiday per year. 


Please apply in writing, enclosing your CV to: 
Jeff Counsell, Director of Service Delivery, trent barton, Mansfield Road, Heanor, 
Derbyshire, DE75 7BG 


Or telephone 01773 536336 if you'd like to discuss 
the position in more detail. 


trent barton 


Closing date for applications: Friday 3rd August 2005 


Commercial Manager 
Hampshire and Dorset 


First in Hampshire & Dorset operates some 438 
vehicles, from operating depots throughout the two 
counties. Based in Southampton, the successful ~ 
applicant will be responsible for ensuring that the 
commercial objectives, policies and requirements of 
First Hampshire & Dorset are met fully and on time © 
whilst taking into account the needs of both the internal 
and external customer. 


Reporting to the Deputy Managing Director, you will 
liaise with major stakeholders including traffic 
commissioners, local government officers and local 
employers, and also be responsible for a small 
commercial team delivering best practice and maximum 
efficiency. 


The main responsibilities include: 


e Managing the development, planning and monitoring 
of the Company's commercial network, including routes, 
times, frequencies and fares policies. 

e Developing the business in terms of revenue growth 
and competitive tendering opportunities. 

e Having a thorough knowledge of the market place. 
e Representing the Company at stakeholder meetings. 
e Ensuring that efficient, cost effective duty schedules 


are drawn up and maintained for each of the Company's Bee Director 
five depots. 226 Portswood Road 
e Assisting in the delivery of the Company's price Southampton 

and product strategy. ree 

For the right candidate, we offer an attractive salary oremai: 

and benefits package. marc.reddy@firstgroup. 


First operates an Equal Opportunities Policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community. 
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London winners 
ready for Blackpool 


London General and London Central winners (left to right) Mick 
Greatley (Ist), David Jackman (2nd) and Ferdi Yalezan (3rd) 


PREPARATIONS for this year’s 
Bus Driver of the Year (BDoY) 
moved into top gear when 
several London companies held 
local competitions to find their 
best drivers for the national 
final in Blackpool on 10-11 
September. 

At North Weald airfield, First 
London drivers encountered a 
driving course designed to test 
close-quarter manoeuvrability and 
accurate bus stop procedure, but 
also had to find faults on a 
defective bus. 

Along with previously held in- 
service observations and a theory 
test, the competition brought 
forward a worthy winner, Rachel 
Janes from Bracknell 
depot. Together with runners-up 
Bob Hughes (Bracknell), 
Abdulkadir Indhayare (Willesden 
Junction) and Khuram Zar 
(Rainham) they will represent the 
company. 

Croydon was the venue for 
drivers from Arriva London where 
an intricate driving course in the 
depot, combined with a short road 
run and written theory test probed 
their abilities. From the 37 drivers 
who reached the local final out of 


118 entrants, Martin Rickwood 
(South Croydon) was the overall 
winner. The Arriva team will 
comprise its North London winner 
Marios Louka (Wood Green), plus 
runners-up Sean Dean, Brian Attrill 
(both South Croydon), Andreas 
Antonakis (Enfield) and Malcolm 
Langran. 

Finally 120 drivers from London 
Central and London General were 
whittled down to 32 who met at 
Walworth depot. 

A theory test preceded the 
driving course to negotiate seven 
manoeuvring tests designed by 
Mark Cambridge and his colleagues 
to replicate the difficulty 
encountered navigating a bus 
through London traffic. 

A two-mile road run in heavy 
Saturday morning traffic to stop 
accurately at several stops, with 
the added complication of a bowl 
of water on the bus ready to be 
spilled, further tested their 
abilities. 

Mick Greatly (Merton) emerged 
as winner, with David Jackman 
(Sutton) runner-up and Ferdi 
Yalezan (Sutton) in third place. 

They will compete with I 15 
other drivers in the national final. 


nextweek 
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Money, money, money 


Bus manager in Oxford 


SIMON MATHIESON, a former 
graduate trainee, is the new 
Manager of Stagecoach Oxford 
Local Bus. 

He joined Stagecoach as a 
graduate trainee in 2002 on 
completing a degree in transport 
Management at Aston University. 

He learned the bus business in 
Hampshire and Sussex for 12 
months before taking up his first 
managerial post as Assistant 
Operations Manager Stagecoach 
Inverness and Elgin. 

After 10 months Simon, 25, was 


appointed Operations Manager Mathieson: Ex Nuneaton 
Stagecoach Nuneaton last August. 


Joe Davies heads north 


EX-GRADUATE trainee Joe Davies, 
27, is switching from Stagecoach in 
Oxfordshire to Stagecoach in 
Warwickshire. 

He is leaving his post as manager of 
Banbury and Witney depots following 
his appointment as Operations Manager 
at Nuneaton. 

He gained a degree in politics and 
social policy at Paisley University and 
joined Stagecoach as a graduate trainee 
in September, 2002. 

Joe spent a year learning the business 
at Stagecoach Oxford before taking up 
his first managerial post as assistant 
operations manager with Stagecoach 
North East in Sunderland. 

He spent a year in that role before 
P 7 his appointment as Operations Manager 
Joe Davies: Leaving Banbury for Witney and Banbury last September. 


New Vehicle Co-ordinator at EvoBus WHEN looking to fund a coach or bus purchase, one of the most 


popular methods is asset finance. 

With options including hire purchase, operating leasing and finance 
leasing, understanding the pros and cons of each is key in deciding which 
one will best suit your business. Next week’s routeONE special feature 
focuses on finance where we discover that one key consideration that is 
worth looking at more closely is if, and how, you want your coach or bus 
to appear on your balance sheet. 


STACEY MOORE has been 
appointed New Vehicle Co- 
ordinator at EvoBus (UK) Ltd, 
the Coventry-based company 
that handles the sales, 
marketing, and after-sales 
support of all Mercedes-Benz 
and Setra buses and coaches in 


the UK and Eire. D M R @ Market Place advertising 
She ensures that the specification for industry suppliers 


of vehicles arriving from Germany is @ Who is buying what, and why 
@® Your update on what is 


in line with customer expectations. @ All the latest news and 7: ae 

She also manages the installation of incisive comment happening in the market for 

all additional parts and accessories — @ You have your say on our ee and services 

such as CCTV and fitted kitchens — Letters page Don’t forget: 

often to tight deadlines to meet @ Mike Jewell’s weekly legal @ Asa qualifying reader you 

customers’ delivery demands. report from Public Inquiries, get your copy of route free 
Before her appointment at Tribunals, Magistrates and every Thursday 

EvoBus, Stacey worked at MAN ERF Crown Courts @ Extra copies are available for 

Ltd as a sales administrator. Within our Trader an annual subscription of £99 


@ For further information 
about route phone 0870 241 
@ Trader Exchange and 8745 or visit our website: 


= has worked in a Vauxhall car ifi hi 
Stacey Moore: key role deddeeship. Trader Classified vehicle sales www.route-one.net 


She has also spent more than six Section: 
years with Volvo Truck and Bus, and 
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Now Available | i ae 


Tisdale 


ok and ie us , 


@ Rental option 
@ Leasing option 
@ Operation lease 


"Volution 


sa 
@ Full repair & maintenance : 
contract on complete vehicle | 500 7477 
(with or without tyres) ss tJ) OSUY | 


3 
: 7 Bee 
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The New Evolution Enters Service - To Be Competitive “” Every Little Helps” 


01353 773000 
his 


JEONCN MCV BUS AND COACH LTD. Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Sutton, Ely, Cambs CB6 2QE 
Telephone: 01353 773000 Fax: 01353 77300! E-mail: enquiries@mcvbus.com 
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